


Alabama Press Association
2007 Better Newspaper Contest Winners

2007 General Excellence Winners

Division A
1st place
2nd place
3rd place

Division B
1st place
2nd place
3rd place

Division C
1st place (tie)
1st place (tie)
2nd place
3rd place

Division D
1st place
2nd place
3rd place

Best Public Service

The Huntsville Times
The Birmingham News
Press-Register (Mobile)

The Opelika-Auburn News
The Cullman Times
The Messenger (Troy)

Shelby County Reporter (Columbiana)
The Monroe Journal (Monroeville)
Hartselle Enquirer

The Eufaula Tribune

The Greenville Advocate
Citronelle Call News
The Brewton Standard

Division A
1st place
2nd place
3rd place

Division B
1st place
2nd place
3rd place

Division C
1st place
2nd place
3rd place

Division D
1st place
2nd place
3rd place

The Anniston Star
Press-Register (Mobile)
The Birmingham News

The Cullman Times
The Opelika-Auburn News
The Messenger (Troy)

The Tri-City Ledger (Flomaton)
The Eufaula Tribune
Hartselle Enquirer

Citronelle Call News
The Greenville Advocate
Madison County Record



FOI - First Amendment Award

Division A
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division B
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division C
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division D
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Most Improved

Division A
Division B
Division C
Division D

Best Presswork

Division A
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division B
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division C
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

The Tuscaloosa News
The Birmingham News
The Anniston Star

The Opelika-Auburn News
The Fort Payne Times-Journal
The Daily Home (Talladega)

The Choctaw Sun (Gilbertown)
The Monroe Journal (Monroeville)
Shelby County Reporter (Columbiana)

Citronelle Call News
Madison County Record
N/A (no other entries)

The Anniston Star
The News Courier (Athens)
Hartselle Enquirer

The Piedmont Journal

The Birmingham News
The Decatur Daily
The Huntsville Times

The Messenger (Troy)
The Fort Payne Times-Journal
The Opelika-Auburn News

The Monroe Journal (Monroeville)
Hartselle Enquirer
The Arab Tribune



Division D
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Madison County Record
The Weekly Post (Rainsville)
Moundyville Times

Best Newspaper Web Site

Daily Division
The Tuscaloosa News

Non-Daily Division
Birmingham Business Journal

Photograph of the Year
The Huntsville Times for “Bus Plunge Kills 3 Lee Students” by Bryan Bacon

Story of the Year
The Choctaw Sun (Gilbertown) for “Huffing for a high” by Dee Ann Campbell

Category 1 — Best Editorial Page or Section

Division A

Ist place The Huntsville Times

2nd place The Decatur Daily

3rd place TimesDaily (Florence)
Division B

Ist place The Messenger (Troy)

2nd place The Opelika-Auburn News
3rd place The Andalusia Star-News
Division C

Ist place Hartselle Enquirer

2nd place The Wetumpka Herald

3rd place The Sand Mountain Reporter (Albertville)
Division D

Ist place The Brewton Standard

2nd place The Leeds News

3rd place The Greenville Advocate

Category 2 — Best Lifestyle/Family Pages

Division A
Ist place The Huntsville Times
2nd place Press-Register (Mobile)

3rd place

TimesDaily (Florence)



Division B
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division C
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division D
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

The News Courier (Athens)
The Andalusia Star-News
The Messenger (Troy)

Hartselle Enquirer
The Tri-City Ledger (Flomaton)
The Monroe Journal (Monroeville)

The Atmore Advance
The Greenville Advocate
The Brewton Standard

Category 3 — Best Sports Page

Division A
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division B
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division C
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division D
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

The Anniston Star
TimesDaily (Florence)
The Huntsville Times

The Opelika-Auburn News
The Cullman Times
The Fort Payne Times-Journal

Shelby County Reporter (Columbiana)

The Monroe Journal (Monroeville)
The Eufaula Tribune

The Greenville Advocate
The Atmore Advance
Citronelle Call News

Category 4 — Best Layout and Design

Division A
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division B
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

The Birmingham News
The Tuscaloosa News
The Huntsville Times

The Opelika-Auburn News
The Cullman Times
The Demopolis Times



Division C

Ist place Shelby County Reporter (Columbiana)
2nd place The Monroe Journal (Monroeville)
3rd place Birmingham Business Journal
Division D

Ist place The Greenville Advocate

2nd place The Baldwin Times (Bay Minette)

3rd place Citronelle Call News

Category S — Best Local Economic Coverage

Division A

Ist place The Tuscaloosa News

2nd place The Decatur Daily

3rd place Press-Register (Mobile)
Division B

Ist place The Opelika-Auburn News
2nd place The Outlook (Alexander City)
3rd place The Selma Times-Journal
Division C

Ist place Birmingham Business Journal
2nd place The Arab Tribune

3rd place Hartselle Enquirer

Division D

Ist place The Greenville Advocate

2nd place Citronelle Call News

3rd place Madison County Record

Category 6 — Best Local Education Coverage

Division A

Ist place Press-Register (Mobile)

2nd place TimesDaily (Florence)

3rd place The Anniston Star

Division B

Ist place The News Courier (Athens)
2nd place The Opelika-Auburn News
3rd place The Outlook (Alexander City)
Division C

Ist place Shelby County Reporter (Columbiana)
2nd place Hartselle Enquirer

3rd place The Choctaw Sun (Gilbertown)



Division D
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

The Brewton Standard
The Atmore Advance
The Leeds News

Category 7 — Best Local News Coverage

Division A
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division B
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division C
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division D
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

The Anniston Star
Press-Register (Mobile)
The Birmingham News

The Opelika-Auburn News
Valley Times-News (Lanett)
The Messenger (Troy)

The Monroe Journal (Monroeville)
The Eufaula Tribune
Hartselle Enquirer

The Greenville Advocate
The Dadeville Record
The Brewton Standard

Category 8 — Best Use of Photographs/Editorial Content

Division A
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division B
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division C
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division D
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

TimesDaily (Florence)
The Birmingham News
The Huntsville Times

The Opelika-Auburn News
The Daily Home (Talladega)
The Messenger (Troy)

Shelby County Reporter (Columbiana)
The Prattville Progress
Birmingham Business Journal

The Greenville Advocate
The Atmore Advance
Southeast Sun (Enterprise)



Category 9 — Best Spot News Story

Division A

Ist place The Huntsville Times for “Bus plunge kills 3 Lee students” by Patricia McCarter,
Lee Roop, John Peck, Steve Campbell, Yvonne Betowt, Wendy Reeves, etc.

2nd place The Birmingham News for “3 Set Church Fires as Joke, Agents Say” by Carol
Robinson, Val Walton, et al

3rd place Press-Register (Mobile) “Man Dies at Docks as Ship Hits Crane” by staff

Division B

Ist place The Daily Home (Talladega) for “Train collision creates havoc” by staff

2nd place The Messenger (Troy) for “Storm levels Hamilton Crossroads” by Matt Cower

3rd place The Daily Sentinel (Scottsboro) for “Shooting wounds two” by Ken Bonner and
Carolyn Acree

Division C

Ist place The Sand Mountain Reporter (Albertville) for “Death at Double Bridges” by
George Jones

2nd place The Choctaw Sun (Gilbertown) for “Plans announced for new 25-bed Critical
Access Hospital” by Tommy Campbell

3rd place The Weekly Post (Rainsville) for “Harris out of sheriff’s department” by
DeWayne Patterson

Division D

Ist place The Atmore Advance for “Explosion threatens Days Inn” by Adam Prestridge

2nd place The Jacksonville News for “Reliving her terror” by John Alred and Jennifer
Bacchus

3rd place The Brewton Standard for “Johnson gets death” by Lisa Tindell

Category 10 — Best In-Depth News Coverage or Series

Division A

Ist place The Decatur Daily for “Decatur’s Hispanic Influx: Fusién Cultural” by Eric
Fleischauer, Martin Burkey, Bayne Hughes, Michael Wetzel, Chris Paschenko
and Melanie Smith

2nd place The Decatur Daily for “Get rich or feed inmates?” by Sheryl Marsh

3rd place The Huntsville Times for “Young and Restless” by Patricia McCarter, Steve
Campbell, Lee Roop, Kenneth Kesner, Gina Hannah and Steve Doyle

Division B

Ist place The Daily Home (Talladega) for “Hoping and Coping” by staff

2nd place The News Courier for “Grandparents taking on role of parents is booming

national trend” by Kelly Kazek
3rd place The Daily Home (Talladega) for “Our Memories of Avondale” by staff



Division C
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division D
Ist place
2nd place

3rd place

The Eufaula Tribune for “Eufaula at a crossroads” by staff

The Prattville Progress for “Five years Later” by Sarah Stephens

The Choctaw Sun (Gilbertown) for “Leaving Choctaw County behind” by Dee
Ann Campbell

The Atmore Advance for “Rivercane: Atmore’s future” by Adam Prestridge
The Southeast Sun (Enterprise) for “Mayor, council on the way out” by Melissa
Braun and Kay Kirkland

St. Clair News-Aegis (Pell City) for “St. Clair voters say no to Home rule” by
Kyle Shelton

Category 11 — Best Business Story or Column

Division A
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division B
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place
Division C
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division D
Ist place

2nd place

3rd place

Press-Register (Mobile) for “Battling for sweet success” by George Talbot
Press-Register (Mobile) for “The tale of a lost aircraft factory” by George Talbot
Press-Register (Mobile) for “Good Samaritan or price gouger?” by George Talbot

The Opelika-Auburn News for “The Road to Success?” by Mitch Sneed

The Daily Home (Talladega) for “Small businesses find it increasingly difficult to
compete with big-box stores” by Richard McVay

The News Courier (Athens) for “Goodbye to Good Neighbors” by Kelly Kazek

The Arab Tribune for “Bird flu” by Rose Myers
The Arab Tribune for “3 firms make round-robin land deal” by David Moore
The Prattville Progress for “City ups Bass Pro incentives” by Sarah Stephens

Citronelle Call News for “Building material plant proposed for Citronelle” by
Chris Henley

The Jacksonville News for “Valentine’s Day first smoke-free day in the city” by
Vicki Everett

The Brewton Standard for “Gateway to partnership” by Kerry Whipple Bean

Category 12 — Best Feature Story

Division A
Ist place
2nd place

3rd place

The Huntsville Times for “Meet George” by Mike Marshall

The Huntsville Times for “Where Hollywood Meets Monroeville” by Mike
Marshall

Montgomery Advertiser for “Lost Love Letters” by Teri Greene



Division B
Ist place
2nd place

3rd place

Division C
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division D

Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

The Opelika-Auburn News for “Den of Antiquity” by Joe McAdory

The Daily Home (Talladega) for “The Embrys together again” by Laura Nation-
Atchison

The Daily Home (Talladega) for “All I Want for Christmas is Louise” by Laura
Nation-Atchison

The Choctaw Sun (Gilbertown) for “Huffing for a high” by Dee Ann Campbell
Hartselle Enquirer for “Connor and Carson” by staff
The Eufaula Tribune for “A young survivor” by Susan Walworth

The Atmore Advance for “Who’s walking on Masland” by Adam Prestridge
The Southeast Sun (Enterprise) for “2006 Christmas Family” by Jeremy Wise
Citronelle Call News for “Making lemonade day by day” by Jillian Pope

Category 13 — Best News Feature Story

Division A
Ist place
2nd place

3rd place

Division B
Ist place

2nd place
3rd place

Division C
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division D
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

The Huntsville Times for “Who killed Jerry?”” by Steve Doyle

TimesDaily (Florence) for “‘I believe had he stayed, something bad would have
happened’” by Lisa Singleton-Rickman

Press-Register (Mobile) for “Bama Rises as Detroit Stalls” by George Talbot

The News Courier (Athens) for “Accused killer’s wife tells father: ‘Daddy, I'm
scared’” by Kelly Kazek

The Opelika-Auburn News for “Back on Their Feet” by Joe McAdory

The Times-Journal (Fort Payne) for “True Faith” by Mark Harrison

The Weekly Post (Rainsville) for “Strength through faith” by Andrew Smith
The Monroe Journal (Monroeville) for “Truman Capote” by Mary B. Tomlinson
The Eufaula Tribune for “A young survivor” by Susan Walworth

The Tuskegee News for “A dozen who made a difference...” by Guy Rhodes
The Greenville Advocate for “Justice served?” by Dennis Palmer

The Bulletin (Daphne) for “Daphne woman seeks playground for disabled
children” by Thomas Boni

Category 14 — Best Editorial

Division A
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

The Anniston Star for “Star exclusive with Jefferson” by Bob Davis
The Dothan Eagle for “More than ‘just a bum’” by Bill Perkins
The Decatur Daily for “Close nightclubs or control activities” by Tom Wright



Division B
Ist place
2nd place

3rd place

Division C
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division D
Ist place

2nd place
3rd place

The Daily Sentinel (Scottsboro) for “The people’s time” by Ken Bonner

The News Courier (Athens) for “Questions about video incident need answering”
by Kelly Kazek

The Opelika-Auburn News for “Auburn professor is not the school’s enemy” by
Joe McAdory

The Arab Tribune for “Tribune states case for alcohol sales” by David Moore
The Prattville Progress for “Taxes voted in” by Jess Nicholas
The Weekly Post (Rainsville) for “Democracy in action” by David Lusk

The Brewton Standard for “School vote hurts entire community” by Kerry
Whipple Bean

The Tuskegee News for “9/11, November 22 and December 7” by Guy Rhodes
The Brewton Standard for “City right to take time on plan” by Kerry Whipple
Bean

Category 15 — Best Humorous Column

Division A
Ist place

2nd place
3rd place

Division B
Ist place

2nd place
3rd place
Division C
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place
Division D
Ist place

2nd place
3rd place

The Anniston Star for “A long, hard look at all that’s left behind” by Brett
Buckner

The Anniston Star for “No, I have not tried ostrich” by Bran Strickland
TimesDaily (Florence) for “How can we up your debt?” by Bernie Delinski

The Fort Payne Times-Journal for “Youngsters, take my advice” by Dusty
Plunkett

The News Courier (Athens) for “Spittin’ mad about lack of watermelon seeds” by
Kelly Kazek

The News Courier (Athens) for “A single mom’s nightmare dream before
Christmas” by Kelly Kazek

The Eufaula Tribune for “Editor nose all about nostril obstructions” by Jack
Smith

The Prattville Progress for “Where did all these resolutions come from?” by Jess
Nicholas

The Sand Mountain Reporter (Albertville) for “Not smart enough to buy cable
television” by Ben Shurett

The Southeast Sun (Enterprise) for “Love yourself even during bikini season” by
Melissa Braun

Madison County Record for “Saluting the Man in Black” by Leada Gore

The Leeds News for “Don’t mess with my wheat thins!” by Robert Blankenship



Category 16 — Best Human Interest Column

Division A
Ist place

2nd place
3rd place
Division B
Ist place

2nd place
3rd place

Division C
Ist place
2nd place

3rd place
Division D
Ist place

2nd place

3rd place

The Anniston Star for “How As the World Turns turned my family around” by
Hardy Jackson

TimesDaily (Florence) for “Country road not a walk in the park” by Sherhonda
Allen

Press-Register (Mobile) for “Twin brother still a part of Tremaine” by Mike
Herndon

The Cullman Times for “Better times the goal of his work” by Ed Darling

The Demopolis Times for “From assault on Tokyo to ‘Tokyo Rose’” by Sam Hall
The News Courier (Athens) for “btw, it’s tuff to communicate wit ur kid” by
Kelly Kazek

The Foley Onlooker for “Work with me God” by Bob Morgan

The Sand Mountain Reporter (Albertville) for “A community’s loss” by George
Jones

The Weekly Post (Rainsville) for “Taylor’s special gift” by DeWayne Patterson

The Brewton Standard for “Lost language remembered” by Lisa Tindell

The Eclectic Observer for “It was a joy to be with old Betsy again” by Kim N.
Price

The Luverne Journal for “Front porches, iced tea and Sacred Harp singing” by
Regina Grayson

Category 17 — Best Editorial Column or Commentary

Division A
Ist place

2nd place
3rd place

Division B
Ist place
2nd place

3rd place

The Birmingham News for “Kinterbish is success story we must copy” by Eddie
Lard

The Dothan Eagle for “Police agencies keeping public in the dark” by Ken Tuck
TimesDaily for “Constitution needs work™ by Mike Goens

The Cullman Times for “Risky game dangerous” by Ed Darling

The Opelika-Auburn News for “Bad hair day makes Rice look frustrated” by Joe
McAdory

The Daily Home (Talladega) for “Public hearing on boat ban a must” by Carol
Pappas



Division C
Ist place

2nd place
3rd place
Division D
Ist place

2nd place
3rd place

The Sand Mountain Reporter (Albertville) for “Exactly how good government
works” by Ben Shurett

The Tri-City Ledger (Flomaton) for “Take on responsibility for yourself” by Joe
Thomas

The Sand Mountain Reporter (Albertville) for “Immigration should be addressed”
by Ben Shurett

The Lowndes Signal (Fort Deposit) for “Our View” by Regina Grayson and
Dennis Palmer

The Brewton Standard for “Vote to make county cleaner” by Kerry Whipple Bean
The Eclectic Observer for “Checkbook was out of balance $248 billion” by Kim
N. Price

Category 18 — Best Sports News In-Depth Story or Series

Division A
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division B
Ist place

2nd place
3rd place

Division C
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place
Division D
Ist place
2nd place

3rd place

The Birmingham News for “Sports and Scholastics” by Jon Solomon et al
The Huntsville Times for “Race Against Time” by John Pruett
The Birmingham News for “Recruiting Services” by Jon Solomon

The Opelika-Auburn News for “Money Matters” by Collin Mickle and Mike
Szvetitz

The Daily Home (Talladega) for “Iron Bowl” by staff

The Daily Home (Talladega) for “UAW Ford 500” by staff

The Eufaula Tribune for “Birmingham Bound” by Patrick Johnston

The Prattville Progress for “Battle with the Bucs” by Jimmy White, Angelique
Suzanne and Griffin Pritchard

The Arab Tribune for “Trimble recalls “The Missing Ring’” by Donna Matuszak

The Southeast Sun (Enterprise) for “Practice heats up” by Graham Scott Flowers
Citronelle Call News for “School board to address recruiting problem” by Chris
Henley

Washington County News (Chatom) for “Rutherford named 1A Coach of the
Year” by Chris Henley

Category 19 — Best Sports Single Event Story

Division A
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

TimesDaily (Florence) for “Crimson slide” by John C. Frierson
Montgomery Advertiser for “Biscuits toast title” by A. Stacy Long

The Birmingham News for “No style points, just another win” by Charles
Goldberg and Ray Melick



Division B
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division C
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division D
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

The Opelika-Auburn News for “Perfect 10” by Mike Szvetitz
The Opelika-Auburn News for “Skin of the Teeth” by Mike Szvetitz
The Daily Home (Talladega) for “Best in the State” by Will Heath

The Weekly Post (Rainsville) for “Lady Eagles stunned” by DeWayne Patterson
Hartselle Enquirer for “Seventh heaven” by Justin Schuver
Hartselle Enquirer for “Alone at the top” by Justin Schuver

The Atmore Advance for “Cougars’ last play golden” by Matthew Nascone
Madison County Record for “Sparkman takes state title” by Justin Schuver
Cherokee County Herald (Centre) for “Tigers school Donoho, gain first-ever
Class 1A state semifinal berth” by Chris McCarthy

Category 20 — Best Sports Feature Story

Division A
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division B
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division C
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division D
Ist place
2nd place

3rd place

Press-Register (Mobile) for “Dreaming Behind Bars” by Thomas Murphy
The Birmingham News for “Tide center battles tragedy” by Doug Segrest
The Tuscaloosa News for “‘Mule’ gets his reward” by Tommy Deas

The Daily Sentinel (Scottsboro) for “Taylor’s night” by Jason Bowen

The News Courier (Athens) for “Playing with heart” by Jean Cole

The Opelika-Auburn News for “Beauregard softball star forced to balance sports,
survival” by Tom Peavy

Hartselle Enquirer for “Spar father” by Justin Schuver

Hartselle Enquirer for “Still in the Game” by Clif Knight

Shelby County Reporter (Columbiana) for “Glory days remembered” by Justin
Averette

The Piedmont Journal for “Something Special” by Susan Fann

Washington County News (Chatom) for “Local Ministry makes a Dream Come
True” by Jillian Pope

Citronelle Call News for “Remembering a Legend” by Jillian Pope

Category 21 — Best Local Sports Column

Division A
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

TimesDaily (Florence) for “Mullins inspired his cousin” by John C. Frierson
The Tuscaloosa News for “Let’s get down to what matters” by Cecil Hurt
Press-Register for “This hurt won’t heal for Doba” by Neal McCready



Division B
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place
Division C
Ist place

2nd place

3rd place

Division D

Ist place
2nd place

3rd place

The Opelika-Auburn News for “Daddy’s girl” by Mike Szvetitz

The Selma Times-Journal for “Top 5 reasons to be an avid sports fan” by George
L. Jones

The News Courier (Athens) for “Athens High’s Rivers was a great athlete even at
the young age of 10” by Sonny Turner

The Eufaula Tribune for “Youth sports help bring us together” by Patrick
Johnston

The Weekly Post (Rainsville) for “It took time, but Nix, Ider finally look in step”
by Andrew Smith

The Monroe Journal (Monroeville) for “County’s top football program is...” by
Lee Peacock

Madison County Record for “The best and the worst of college football” by Justin
Schuver

Washington County News (Chatom) for “Ego is heart of problem” by Cory
Brown

St. Clair News-Aegis (Pell City) for “Tragedy an unfortunate aspect of sports” by
Stan J. Griffin

Category 22 — Best Feature Photo

Division A
Ist place
2nd place

3rd place

Division B
Ist place

2nd place
3rd place

Division C
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division D
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

The Decatur Daily for “Bang the Drum for Daikin” by Jonathan Palmer
The Tuscaloosa News for “Bear prepared to stand tall today” by Michael E.
Palmer

The Decatur Daily for “Model for a day” by Emily Saunders

The Fort Payne Times-Journal for “A little pomp and circumstance” by Dusty
Plunkett

The Messenger (Troy) for “Let the Games Begin” by Jaine Treadwell

The News Courier (Athens) for “Heat unwavering” by Kim Rynders

Shelby County Reporter (Columbiana) for “Hand picked” by Ashley Vansant
The Monroe Journal (Monroeville) for “The bus stops here” by Josh Dewberry
The Eufaula Tribune for “‘A Midsummer Night’s Dream’” by Susan Walworth

The Jacksonville News for “Looking Back on 2006” by Angie Ayers Finley
The Cleburne News (Heflin) for “Open wide” by Wayne Ruple
Citizen-News (Phenix City) for “Baby, it’s hot outside” by Mark Clark



Category 23 — Best News Photo

Division A
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division B
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division C
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division D
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Montgomery Advertiser for “Officers reflect on sacrifices” by David Bundy
The Decatur Daily for “Answer to our prayers?” by John Godbey
TimesDaily (Florence) for “Splashdown” by Matt McKean

The Clanton Advertiser for “Barn burner” by Tiffany Cannon
The Daily Home (Talladega) for “Paying tribute” by Bob Crisp
The Cullman Times for “Little sweethearts” by Amanda Shavers-Davis

Shelby County Reporter (Columbiana) for “Blue Star Salute” by Ashley Vansant
The Sand Mountain Reporter (Albertville) for “Never Forget” by George Jones
Shelby County Reporter (Columbiana) for “Return to the Wild” by Ashley
Vansant

The Luverne Journal for “Back to school” by Regina Grayson
The Brewton Standard for “Honoring the brave” by Kerry Whipple Bean
The Franklin County Times (Russellville) for “Watch it burn” by Jason Cannon

Category 24 — Best Spot News Photo

Division A
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division B
Ist place

2nd place
3rd place

Division C
Ist place

2nd place
3rd place

Division D
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

The Huntsville Times for “Bus plunge kills 3 Lee students” by Bryan Bacon
The Huntsville Times for “Bus Crash: A Parent’s Nightmare” by Bryan Bacon
The Tuscaloosa News for “Trackhoe falls on worker” by Michael E. Palmer

The News Courier (Athens) for “Limestone man shot in drug raid” by Kim
Rynders

The Daily Sentinel (Scottsboro) for “Shooting wounds two” by Ken Bonner
The Daily Home (Talladega) for “Train collision creates havoc” by Bob Crisp

The Choctaw Sun (Gilbertown) for “Burglars caught in the act” by Tommy
Campbell

The Tri-City Ledger (Flomaton) for “Quick action eases threat” by Joe Thomas
The Prattville Progress for “Accident knocks meals off wheels” by Angelique
Suzanne

The Jacksonville News for “A little tender lovin’ care” by Anita Kilgore
The Greenville Advocate for “Deadly Saturday” for Kevin Pearcey
The West Alabama Gazette (Millport) for “Fire out of control!” by Elaine Land



Category 25 — Best Sports Photo

Division A
Ist place
2nd place

3rd place

Division B
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division C
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division D
Ist place

2nd place
3rd place

TimesDaily (Florence) for “Bobcats bulldogged again” by Daniel Giles

The Decatur Daily for “Austin misses shots, but collects victory” by Gary Cosby
Jr.

The Decatur Daily for “A league of their own” by John Godbey

The Daily Sentinel (Scottsboro) for “He’s out!” by Jason Bowen
The Opelika-Auburn News for “The images of 2006” by Vasha Hunt
The Cullman Times for “Basketball Blues” by Amanda Shavers-Davis

The Choctaw Sun (Gilbertown) for “Heartbreaker” by Dee Ann Campbell
Shelby County Reporter (Columbiana) for “State champion wrestler” by Ashley
Vansant

The Weekly Post (Rainsville) for “Lady Eagles stunned” by Andrew Smith

The Greenville Advocate for “Squadron upsets Tigers in spring game” by Dennis
Palmer

The Leeds News for “A Good Run for Leeds” by Megan Castleman

The Jacksonville News for “Prep sports roundup” by Lori Tippets

Category 26 — Best Photo Essay

Division A
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division B
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division C
Ist place

2nd place

3rd place

The Tuscaloosa News for “Focus on family, faith” by Michelle Williams
The Birmingham News for “When the end is near” by Hal Yeager
Press-Register (Mobile) for “24 hours downtown” by staff

The Cullman Times for “Logan’s Last” by Amanda Shavers-Davis
The Opelika-Auburn News for “The Dedication” by Cliff Williams
The Cullman Times for “Covering All Bases” by Maegan Walker

Shelby County Reporter (Columbiana) for “Celebrating the Dream” by Ashley
Vansant

The Prattville Progress for “We watched as they battled to save our downtown...”
by Bob Ealum

Shelby County Reporter (Columbiana) for “Skate Camp” by Ashley Vansant



Division D
Ist place

2nd place

3rd place

Citronelle Call News for “Celebrating their Heritage” by Bruce Hansen and
Rhonda Gray

The Moundyville Times for “Cory Freeman — Inspiration and Friend to All” by
Cindy Bolling

The Jacksonville News for “Rainbow sets scene” by Anita Kilgore and Margaret
Anderson

Category 27 — Best Use of Graphics or Illustrations

Division A
Ist place
2nd place

3rd place

Division B
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division C
Ist place

2nd place
3rd place

Division D
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

The Huntsville Times for “‘A perfect storm’” by Dulcie Teesateskie
Montgomery Advertiser for “Flying High with the Thunderbirds” by Kevin Van
Hyning

The Tuscaloosa News for “From house to river” by Anthony Bratina

The Opelika-Auburn News for “Armed & Dangerous” by Steven Barnett
The Opelika-Auburn News for “The new sensation” by Steven Barnett
The Opelika-Auburn News for “Money Matters” by Steven Barnett

The Tri-City Ledger (Flomaton) for “Flomaton hikes utility rates” by Amanda
Fischer

Shelby County Reporter (Columbiana) for “Shelby County Hoops™ by staff

The Monroe Journal (Monroeville) for “Great Tailgating Meals!” by Jodie Bolton

The Greenville Advocate for “A World Gone Digital” by Dennis Palmer
The Greenville Advocate for “Ever wanted to know how to” by Dennis Palmer
The Brewton Standard for “Gateway to partnership” by Kerry Whipple Bean

Category 28 — Best Headline

Division A
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division B
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division C
Ist place

2nd place
3rd place

The Tuscaloosa News for “Brookwood linebacker sacks robbery suspect” by staff
TimesDaily (Florence) for “Crimson slide” by Ryan Sonner
The Tuscaloosa News for “Custard’s last stand” by staff

The Outlook (Alexander City) for “Watts going on?” by staff
The Opelika-Auburn News for “‘Lucky Strike’” by staff
The News Courier (Athens) for “Soul-ed out crowd” by Kelly Kazek

The Prattville Progress for “Accident knocks meals off wheels” by Jess Nicholas
and Alicia Harper

The Monroe Journal (Monroeville) for “A’tension Getter” by staff

Shelby County Reporter (Columbiana) for “Cropped out” by Ashley Vansant



Division D
Ist place

2nd place
3rd place

The Leeds News for “Local florist makes her final arrangements” by Jennifer
Brady
The Dadeville Record for “Business is the Apple of Dadeville’s eye” by staff

The Greenville Advocate for “Police ‘ketchup” with ‘meatball’” by Kevin Pearcey

Category 29 — Best Special Section

Division A
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division B
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Division C
Ist place
2nd place

3rd place

Division D
Ist place
2nd place
3rd place

Press-Register (Mobile) for “College Football” by staff
The Dothan Eagle for “24 hours in our city” by staff
The Birmingham News for “Building for the Future” by staff

The Messenger (Troy) for “Profile 2006 by staff
The Clanton Advertiser for “Progress 2006 by staff
The Daily Home (Talladega) for “Update 2006” by staff

Shelby County Reporter (Columbiana) for “Progress 2006 by staff

Shelby County Reporter (Columbiana) for “Football Shelby County 2006 by
staff

The Eufaula Tribune for “Progress 2006 by staff

The Atmore Advance for “Horizons 2006 by staff
Citronelle Call News for “The Sky’s the Limit: Graduation ‘06 by staff
The Brewton Standard for “Centennial Edition” by staff



