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Best Niche

Publication

Division A

1

The Tuscaloosa News for “Tuscaloosa Magazine”

by staff - A first-class magazine that is beautifully
done. The best in a very competitive category. 

2

TimesDaily (Florence) for “Shoals Magazine” by

Leah Daniels - Attractive, interesting publication.

3

The Birmingham News for “Historic Alabama” by

staff - Comprehensive publication that is attractive
and easy to read.

Division B

1

The Outlook (Alexander City) for “Lake Maga-

zine” by staff - Good photos and presswork.

2

The News Courier (Athens) for “Limestone Life

Magazine” by staff - I found the cover appealing. I
also enjoyed the article about alternative crops.

3

The Opelika-Auburn News for “The Corner” by

Corner News staff - This publication takes an inter-
esting approach to arts and entertainment and feature
stories.

Division C

1

The Randolph Leader (Roanoke) for “Lake We-

dowee Magazine” by staff - Beautiful, well-designed
magazine with nice content. Very nice photography.

2

Birmingham Business Journal for “Book of Lists

2009” by staff - Tremendous publication that offers
interesting reading.

3

The Wetumpka Herald for “Elmore County Living

Magazine” by staff - Very nice publication.

Division D

1

The Leeds News for “Hometown Appeal” by staff -

Variety of content and visual appeal make a product
deserving of first place.

2

Madison County Record for “Champs” by Todd

Thompson - Content and quality reproduction com-
bine for a great keepsake.

3

Call News (Citronelle) for “Wildcats” by Jenny

Lee- Quality piece through and through.

The Outlook

The Tuscaloosa News

Best Layout

and Design

Division A

1

The Huntsville Times - Strong design throughout
the paper draws readers from section to section. 

2Press-Register (Mobile) - Very eye-catching. Good
use of photos.

3

The Birmingham News - Good consistent design
throughout the paper.  

Division B

1

The Opelika-Auburn News - This paper’s bold
choices and alternative formats pushed it to the top

spot in its circulation class. Thorough usage of state and
local copy on inside pages with attention to design and
detail separated this from its competition. Use of graph-
ics and color help make content pop and sizzle. Sports
section equally as attractive in designing with consider-
ation of visual elements.

2

The Cullman Times - This paper shows its strength
with local politics and crime; two can’t-miss ele-

ments of every paper. High volume of faces in this paper
shows connection with community it serves. Well
thought out “Busted” layout and election day coverage
put it above other similar sized dailies. Thoughtfulness
of content continues to sports coverage in prominence of
local content and photo/layout choices.

3

The News Courier (Athens) - Well thought out elec-
tion coverage and focus on “local on every page”

appears on pages well beyond the front “must sees” for
readers.

Division C

1

Shelby County Reporter (Columbiana) - Clean
and informative newspaper. Impressed with two sub-

missions where feature stories dominated the fronts,
with “reporter at a glance” rail down the right. Out-
standing presentation throughout. 

2

Birmingham Business Journal - Well-designed
tabloid format- typical of urban business journals-

with the advantage of planned features as opposed to
the “breaking news” of most community papers.

3

The Randolph Leader (Roanoke) - Layout and de-
sign improved dramatically between the February

and October submissions. The apparent redesign
brought The Leader into contention.

Division D

1

Call News (Citronelle) - Good cutouts on front,
drawing attention, nice use of graphics/photos. Very

good sports photos.

2

The Greenville Advocate - Nice mix of headlines,
good placement of photos, clean layout and design,

good use of pullouts.

3

The Eufaula Tribune - Good use of headlines, nice
sports layout, nice mix of fonts.
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