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 Entrepreneurship is alive and well 
in Alabama, given the offerings of the 
Alabama Products Showcase that was 
a part of the Alabama Press Associa-
tion’s winter conference in Montgom-
ery. 
 From a business over 100 years old 
to many just started in recent years of-
fering everything from cookies, pickles, 
sausage, whiskey and rum to luxurious 
sheets and pottery were showcased. 
The key is they are all made in Ala-
bama by Alabamians. 
 An added bonus for the newspaper 
representatives was they got to taste 
the food items and sample the alcohol 
offerings — even if the latter were only 
thimble-sized glasses !
 
ALAGA Syrup Company
 The oldest company on hand was 
the ALAGA Syrup Company, founded 
in 1906 as the Alabama-Georgia Syrup 
Company in Montgomery, where it still 
operates today, employing 150 people 
on a 27-acre complex.  
 Founder Louis B. Whitfield Sr., an 
Alabamian, had married a Georgia girl, 
Willie Vandiver, and she created the 
ALAGA name and the logo still in use 
today, a combination of ALA for Ala-
bama and GA for Georgia. 
 Its signature product is its Original 
Cane Syrup. There’s also a pancake 
syrup in the “beary special” bear bottles 
unique to the industry. Flavors include 
Maple, Butter Maple, Strawberry and a 
sugar free syrup.  The company also 
packages Yellow Label and Low Boy 
brands of syrup. 
 A recent new product is “Sweet Hot 
Alabama” ALAGA Hot Sauce, a hot 
sauce made with just a touch of ALAGA 
syrup. 
 The company is still family-owned, 
headed now by Louis Whitfield IV. 
Its website is alagasyrup.com. 

Conecuh Sausage
 Well known to Clarke County resi-
dents are Conecuh Sausage products, 
made in nearby Evergreen. 
 John Crum Sessions is the owner 
and president of the 68-year-old family-
owned business that he runs with his 

son, John Henry Sessions. The com-
pany offers six varieities of smoked 
pork sausages in two natural casings. 
 Conecuh Sausage products are 
sold all over the southeastern U.S. as 
well as in some northern states. 
 Visitors can visit te manufacturing 
facility in Evergreen that features a gift 
shop offering the company’s sausage 
products as well as gift items. 
 Go to conecuhsausage.com for 
more information. 
 
Bud’s Best Cookies
 Bud Carson owned and operated 
Greg’s Cookies in Birmingham back in 
the 1970s. He started Bud’s Best Cook-
ies in 1991 and built an 89,000 square-
foot plant in Hoover that can produce a 
variety of cookies at the rate of 1 million 
cookies per hour. 
 The idea for bite-size cookies came 
from a nutrition class he took at the Uni-
versity of Alabama at Birmingham. The 
teacher explained that sometimes just 
one bite of something sweet is enough 
to satisfy someone. That inspired Ca-
son to make bite-size cookies.
 Bud’s Best Cookies employs 175 
people. Each year Cason gives a 30 
percent bonus from profits to his work-
ers as well as contributes 10 percent to 
the church. 
 See budsbestcookies.com for
more. 
 
Wickles Pickles
 Wickles Pickles uses a 90-year-old 
recipe that was a family secret until 
1998 when Trey and Will Sims pur-
chased their great aunt’s pickles recipe 
and started making pickles to sell to the 
public. The secret brine makes them 
“sweet with a little heat,” promotional 
literature says. 
 Initially, 27 cases a day were made 
and marketing was in boutique and 
gourmet style shops. That has change 
though and today Wickles are sold in 
all 50 states. And it isn’t just pickles but 
Wicked Okra, Wicked Relish, Wicked 
Sandwich Spread and even a Wicked 
apparel line. Bob Baumhower offers 
“fried Wickles” at his Alabama restau-
rants and the pickles are used by the 

likes of Chef Emeril Lagasse and TV 
cooking show host Rachael Ray. 
 See wicklespickles.com for more. 
 
Jala-Jala
 Jay Short grew up enjoying food 
and cooking, including a fondness for 
jalapenos. In 2011 a friend came to him 
with a problem — too many jalapenos 
in his garden. The friends, Phil, made 
pepper jelly and Short made salsa. 
They sold all 350 jars they canned that 
summer by Christmas. That turned out 
so well that the next year they made 
3,500 jars and sold all of them. 
 The company, Jala-Jala, is locat-
ed in Elkmont, in north Alabama, and 
makes pepper jellies, salsa, salsa bar-
becue sauce and a chili mix. The prod-
ucts are sold at Whole Food stores and 
at other locations in Alabama and Ten-
nessee. 
 You can order on line at jalajala-
foods.com. 
 
Alabama Sweet Tea Company
 If your Jala-Jala jelly is too hot you 
can cool off with sweet tea from the 
Alabama Sweet Tea Company. 
 The Montgomery company is rela-
tively new, founded in 2015 through

see Alabama products pg 8
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 •  Latino News – a free circulation 
newspaper for the Hispanic Commu-
nity in Alabama
 • Southern Torch – a weekly news-
paper and online news covering Rains-
ville and DeKalb County
 •  Main Street Alabama – engaged 
in the business of downtown and 
neighborhood commercial district revi-
talization
 •  Medical Association of Alabama 
– a membership organization of Ala-
bama’s physicians  
 •  Medjet Assist – providing compre-
hensive travel protection and medical 
transport memberships.

Alabama entrepreneurs showcase 
products, talents at APA summit
by Jim Cox, reprinted from the Clarke Co. Democrat
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the unlikely friendship of Wes Willis, a 
musician, and Golson Foshee, a real 
estate developer. 
 As a musician, Willis spent a lot of 
time on the road and out of state. He 
wanted to come home and remem-
bered his grandmother’s homemade 
sweet tea. Golson has worked to revi-
talize downtown Montgomery and his 
passion for the city’s betterment led to 
him and Willis pairing up to form Ala-
bama Sweet Tea Company. 
 You can find tea products and more 
at alabamasweettea.com. 
 
Chicken Salad Chick
 Stacy Brown never intended to 
open a restaurant. She was a recently 
divorced, single mother in 2007 and 
was trying to perfect a chicken salad 
recipe as a means of providing for her 
children. She sold the salad to friends 
and neighbors but was shut down by 
the health department. 
 Her future husband, Kevin, who has 
since passed away, helped her to open 
a small take-out restaurant in Auburn. 
Chicken Salad Chick was a hit. 
 And it became a huge success. 
Now, nine years later, there are 65 
Chicken Salad Chick locations across 
eight states. There are 15 original fla-
vors of chicken salad as well as gour-
met soups, side salads and desserts. 
 The Chicken Salad Chick Founda-
tion was created to raise funds to fight 
cancer and to feed the hungry. The 
second “Music & Miracles Superfest” 
will be held April 22 at Jordan-Hare 
Stadium with Blake Shelton headlining 
the event. 
 To learn more about the superfest, 
visit www.musicand miracles.com. To 
learn more about Chicken Salad Chick 
go to www.chickensaladchick.com. 

John Emerald Distilling Company
 There are a lot of private beer brew-
eries in Alabama and at least two whis-
key distilleries. 
 John Emerald Distilling Company 
released the first legally distilled whis-

key in Alabama since prohition in 2015. 
 John Sharp and his son, Jimmy, 
own and operate the small-batch dis-
tillery in an old cotton warehouse in 
downtown Opelika. They make and 
distribute a single malt whiskey, gin, 
vodka and two kinds of rum. They rely 
on Alabama-grown ingredients to make 
their spirits unqiue. 
 The Sharps had a successful plas-
ter business but one that kept them in 
the road. When Jimmy’s daughter was 
born they both knew they wanted to be 
at home more to be with her. A whiskey 
distillery was come up with as a means 
of doing that. 
 They took a lot of distilling cours-
es, including one for Jimmy in Scot-
land, and set about making whiskey. 
There are a variety of brands. John’s 
Alabama Single Malt Whiskey is made 
with malted Irish barley smoked with 
peach and pecan wood. 
 The products are sold through Ala-
bama’s ABC stores and the Opelika 
distillery is open part-time for tours that 
include a tasting room. 
 For more go to johnemeralddistill-
ing.com. 

 Big Escambia Spirits
 Another distillery, closer to Clarke 
County, is Big Escambia Spirits, locat-
ed on the banks of Big Escambia Creek 
near Atmore. 
 Seth Dettling was in the real estate 
business when he started looking for 
something else to do. He investigated 
the craft distilling industry and decided 
to try it. 
 He’s making a unique bourbon that 
uses a heirloom corn to which is added 
sweet rye, rolled oats and dark roasted 
malts. “Alabama Bourbon” is aging now 
and is set to be released later this year. 
 On the market now is CRU RUM, a 
special rum that has a delicate flavor. 
Look for the company on Twitter and 
Facebook. 

Red Land Cotton
 Red Land Cotton is a north Ala-
bama company making quality sheets, 
napkins, tea towels and other items us-
ing Alabama grown cotton. 
 Mark Yeager has his own cotton 
gin that gives him strict control over 
the quality of cotton fibers produces for 
his items. He and his daughter, Anna 
Brakefield, strive for excellence in their 
products. 
 Visit redlandcotton.com for more. 

Laser Sharp Products
 Mike Sanders was a retired 
coalminer living in Vance and looking 
for something to do when he brought a 
laser engraving machine and decided 
to create wood products with it. 
 That something turned into Laser 
Sharp Products that makes 35 differ-
ent state puzzles, including Alabama, 
as well as country puzzles (the U.S., 
Mexico and Germany). 
 In the state puzzles, the counties 
are all cut geographically correct. Ditto 
for the states in the U.S. puzzle. 
 Sanders also makes personalized 
door and wall decorations, signs, and 
more. 
 Sanders and his wife, Betty, make 
all the products themselves with Ala-
bama grown wood whenever they can. 
 Email them at laswersharpprod-
ucts@att.net.

Biscuit Leather
 Soft and buttery like a fresh hot bis-
cuit. That’s how Becky Luigart Stayner 
describes her Biscuit Leather products. 
 Located in Homewood, she creates 
custom clutches, totes, journals, belts, 
key fobs and overnight bags. All leather 
is sourced in the U.S. and each item is 
completely handmade. 
 For more go to biscuitleathercom-
pany.com. 
 
Earthborn Studios
 Tena Payne has been making pot-
tery since the 1970s. Her Earthborn 
Studios creations are highly favored by 
chefs and restaurants. Additionally, she 
sells pottery to retail stores across the 
country. 
 Visit earthbornpottery.net for more 
information. 
 
Black Belt Treasures
 Camden’s Black Belt Treasures 
was featured and many of its Alabama-
made artworks. 
 The gallery showcases local artists 
including the Gees Bend quilters. 
 The Camden gallery is open on a 
regular basis and you can also find 
items at blackbelttreasures.com. 
 

 APA asked our members to help us 
promote these businesses that partici-
pated in our Alabama Products Show-
case.  Many thanks to publisher Jim Cox 
for shining a spotlight on these very spe-
cial entrepreneurs.
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Managerial Position – Gunters-
ville, AL
 The Advertiser Gleam, a 7,500 
twice weekly newspaper and 8,000 
weekly TMC seeks an experienced 
leader in the beautiful lake city of 
Guntersville, AL situated along 
the Tennessee River in northeast 
Alabama. Candidate should be in-
novative and results-oriented. He 
or she will manage the operation.  
This individual must possess lead-
ership, marketing and communica-
tion skills as well as be dedicated 
to growing all aspects of a profit-
able newspaper. The ability to think 
strategically and work with manag-
ers to develop and execute plans is 
essential.  
 We are looking for a proven 
leader with excellent organiza-
tional, financial and management 
skills. Community involvement is 
also necessary and encouraged. 
Ideal candidates will have experi-
ence as an advertising sales leader 
or general manager of a newspa-
per. Advertiser Gleam is owned by 
TN Valley Media and offers a com-
petitive salary commensurate with 
experience and a comprehensive 
benefits package including health 
insurance and 401K. Please send 
resume and salary requirements to 
darrell.sandlin@timesdaily.com.

Sports Editor – Alexander City, 
AL

 The Alexander City Outlook, 
a 3,200-circulation five-day daily 
newspaper located in Central Ala-
bama on the shores of beautiful 
Lake Martin is seeking a sports ed-
itor to transform our sports pages 
from good to great.
 We are seeking a person driv-
en to write compelling stories on 
deadline on multiple platforms and 
to produce a quality sports section 
with balanced and in-depth cover-
age. We cover five high schools, 
a community college and a wide 
range of outdoor and recreational 
sports. A person who can work in-
dependently, with great organiza-
tional and time-management skills 
will flourish here.
 The ideal candidate would 
possess a bachelor’s degree in 
journalism or related field, or equiv-
alent experience, knowledge of AP 
style and libel law, good photogra-
phy skills and knowledge of Photo-
shop and the entire Adobe Creative 
Suite, especially InDesign, to de-
sign the sports section. Experience 
recruiting and developing stringers 
would be a plus.
 We are an equal opportunity 
employer offering our employees 
a chance to flourish, a team atmo-
sphere that thrives of journalism 
excellence, competitive pay and 
great benefits.
 Interested candidates should 
email their resumes and writing 

samples to mitch.sneed@alexcity-
outlook.com.

Publisher – Tallulah, La
 Accepting publisher resumes 
for a small weekly newspaper in 
Tallulah, La., (just west of Vicks-
burg, Miss.) Great opportunity 
for an up-and-coming editor, or a 
newspaper couple that desire to 
run a small operation together (edi-
torial and ad sales). The ideal can-
didate has solid editorial judgment 
and writing skills, page layout, and 
sales/business experience is cer-
tainly helpful. If you have the drive, 
but may be lacking a few tools in 
your skill set, we do train. 
 The operation is PC-based, 
using Quark, Photoshop, and PDF 
workflow. This 2,000 paid circula-
tion, three-person staffed, small 
weekly operation is 20 miles west 
of Vicksburg, Miss., on I-20. If you 
do not wish to work hard, forget 
about it. Publisher compensation 
range $40K – $45K, 401(k), health 
benefits, etc. Send resume, refer-
ences, and letter of interest to: Dan 
W. Strack, Emmerich Newspapers, 
at strack@emmerichnewspapers.
com.

Content Manager-The St. Clair 
News-Aegis
 The St. Clair News-Aegis 
seeks an experienced, digital-
savvy content manager to assist in 

reporting and designing this weekly 
newspaper.
 This is a hands-on position re-
quiring initiative, imagination and 
sure-footed editorial judgment. In 
addition to being responsible for 
all news content, this person must 
exhibit leadership skills to direct 
this operation of two additional em-
ployees while multitasking at a high 
level.
 The content manager must be 
self-motivated, community-orient-
ed and passionate about local con-
tent. This person must understand 
how the editorial and advertising 
aspects of the operation combine 
to produce a strong community 
newspaper.
 Pell City is a growing commu-
nity about 20 miles east of Birming-
ham on I-20. In addition to offering 
a good quality of life with good 
schools and recreational outlets, 
Pell City is located near Talladega, 
the home of one of NASCAR’s pre-
miere racetracks.
 Interested candidates should 
email their resume, a cover letter 
explaining why they believe they 
are qualified for the position, and 
samples of their work to Terry Con-
nor at tconnor@cnhi.com.

Mark your calendars – July 6-8
          
APA is returning to Alabama for the 2017 Summer Convention. 
Mark your calendars for July 6-8 at the Perdido Beach Resort.
             
    Programs include:
    • Mind Your Niches
    • Classified – The Next Big Thing for 
         Newspapers
    • Video Tips and Tricks
    • First Amendment Quiz

The convention starts with a sunset cruise and ends with a 
celebration of the Better Newspaper Contest winners. We 
hope to see you there!


