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Leonard Woolsey is the publisher of The Daily News located on 

Galveston Island, Texas. Besides being the oldest newspaper in the state 

(predating the state of Texas), The Daily News is also home to Coast 

Monthly, arguably one of the most successful local magazines in the 

state. Woolsey and his team have worked with other newspapers groups 

from coast to coast to help incorporate the understanding of 

professional magazine standards and performance metrics into 

newspaper company based magazines.  

Yvonne Mintz is editor and publisher of The Facts. She has worked at the 

paper since 1997, first as a reporter, then as senior reporter and city 

editor before becoming managing editor in 2004. Yvonne's 

programming will focus on benchmarks for editorial excellence. What 

things do all quality newspapers have in common? How can you tell if 

your newspaper is doing them well? (This will include the Southern 

Newspapers Editorial Standards, on which the group evaluates their 

newspapers annually. They include standards for photo quality, editorial 

pages, social media, websites, design, relevance to readers and more.) 

Kelly Kazek is an unofficial Weird News Reporter. She writes humor 

columns and stories about odd roadside attractions and quirky history for 

AL.com, and its sister site, It’s a Southern Thing. She also blogs at 

KellyKazek.com. Her columns appear on al.com, in the Birmingham 

News and  Huntsville Times. She is the author of ten books, including the 

humor collections “Not Quite Right: Mostly True Tales of a Weird News 

Reporter” and “Fairly Odd Mother: Musings of a Slightly Off Southern 

Mom.” In her 33-year career in journalism, she has won more than 180 

state and national press awards, including two Alabama Associated 

Press Sweepstakes Awards for best story of the year, and national honors 

for Best Humorous Commentary and Feature Writer of the Year. She was 

editor of the newspaper in Athens, Alabama, for 11 years and twice 

served as president of the Alabama Associated Press Media Editors. She 

lives in Huntsville with her husband, known to her readers as “Sweetums.” 




