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Walmart, Cullman County’s top employ-
er, is in need of workers.

Alabama Department of 
Human Resources would 
be using $17.8 million of 
its 2023 education budget 
to combat the lack of 
affordable childcare in 
the state by incentivizing 
licensed day care centers.

“Lack of quality, afford-
able child care is one of 
the number one reasons 
people stay on the side-
lines, out of work,” Maio-
la said in her statement. 
“Gov. Ivey is committed 
to not only investing in 
our children, but paving 
the way for every Ala-
bamian who wants a job, 
to get one.”

Greer said that he 
has discussed the issue 
with a number of in-
dustry leaders, and has 
suggested the addition 
of childcare facilities 
as a means to attract 
workers. This becomes 
expensive to implement 
though, with Greer say-
ing that dedicating exist-
ing floorspace, meeting 
state requirements and 
providing extra accom-
modations for night shift 
employees make it unfea-
sible for many employers.

The Times reached 
out to 10 local childcare 
centers. The average 
monthly cost for a family 
with two children ranged 
from $800 — $2,000, with 
an average monthly cost 
of $1,104. This is roughly 
one-third of the median 
household income in 
Cullman, according to 
the latest Census data. 
The majority of the cen-
ters surveyed also said 
that they currently have 
zero vacancies to admit 
more children.

BOOMERS GETTING OUT
Hutchinson said the 

pandemic led a signif-
icant number of older 
workers to choose retire-
ment, leaving a smaller 
workforce composed of a 
younger demographic.

“We do have in Ala-
bama — and this has 
been true for decades 
— we do have a higher 
boomer population than 
a lot of other states. The 
pandemic triggered a lot 
of retirements. Unfortu-
nately, there were also 
some deaths. So when 
you have this overnight 
event that puts a lot of 
people out of the work-
force, that is definitely 
going to contribute to 
what we’re seeing now.”

Local numbers from 
CEDA show a projected 
population growth of 
1.3% by 2028. During that 
time, the non-farm job 
market is expected to 
grow by nearly 11%, while 
the number of workers 
aged 20-64 is projected to 
decrease by 5.7% result-
ing in a worker shortfall 
of 16.6%. By 2030 this 
number grows to 18.5%.

Similar to the way 
Tuberville pinned the 
present worker shortage 
on younger-aged demo-
graphics, people could 
point to Alabama’s higher 
percentage of workers 
retiring as creating a 
void in the job market 
that younger employees 
just can’t fill. While the 
numbers do predict this, 
Hutchinson said that we 
aren’t quite there yet.

MORE JOBS THAN PEOPLE
According to Hutchin-

son, the number of 
Alabama’s Civilian Labor 
Workforce — the number 
of people older than 16 
who aren’t imprisoned 
or in the military, and 
who are able and want-

ing to be employed — is 
also at an all time high 
of 2,294,866. Hutchison 
said that when combined, 
Alabama’s numbers are 
a “perfect scenario,” 
meaning that there are 
more people than ever 
in the workforce, more 
people than ever who 
are employed and fewer 
people than ever who are 
unemployed. But, employ-
ers are still unable to fill 
positions.

“At some point you just 
have too many jobs. There 
are more jobs than there 
are people to fill them,” 
Hutchinson said.

As Alabama continues 
to attract new indus-
tries, more jobs are being 
created. Last year, com-
panies across the state 
spent $7.7 billion — the 
second highest amount 

ever recorded — devel-
oping new facilities and 
expansion projects which 
are projected to create 
10,000 new jobs.

“Alabama experienced 
remarkable job growth, 
both over the month and 
over the year, in Octo-
ber,” said ADL Secretary 
Fitzgerald Washington 
in a statement included 
with the October report. 
“This growth actually set 
a brand new record in Al-
abama for how many jobs 
our economy is support-
ing. We have 47,000 more 
jobs now than we did last 
year.”

The Job Openings and 
Labor Turnover report re-
leased by the US Bureau 
of Labor Statistics (BLS) 

report showed that at the 
end of September, there 
were 144,000 available 
jobs within the state, 
versus the 61,760 people 
currently receiving un-
employment benefits.

A LOW PARTICIPATION RATE 
Despite Alabama’s 

high civilian workforce 
numbers, Addy said that 
the state has consistent-
ly seen low percentages 
in the number of peo-
ple participating in the 
workforce. The labor force 
participation rate differs 
from the unemployment 
rate in that it reflects the 
number of non-institu-
tionalized people over 16 
who voluntarily choose 
to refrain from seeking 
employment. The BLS 
defines is as: “Persons who 
are neither employed nor 

unemployed are not in the 
labor force. This category 
includes retired persons, 
students, those taking 
care of children or other 
family members, and oth-
ers who are neither work-
ing nor seeking work.”

The BLS also excludes 
retirees and disabled 
persons from partici-
pating in the workforce. 
In a separate report on 
workforce participation 
trends, the BLS found 
that after peaking in the 
early 2000’s, workforce 
participation has steadi-
ly declined, with major 
contributions coming 
from the extremes of age 
demographics as elder-
ly workers retired and 
school enrollment rates 

among teenagers rose.
“In recent years, the 

movement of the ba-
by-boom population into 
age groups that generally 
exhibit low labor force 
participation has contrib-
uted to the decline in the 
overall participation rate. 
From 2000 to 2015, most 
of the major demographic 
groups saw a decrease in 
labor force participation. 
Teenagers experienced 
the largest drop in partic-
ipation, which coincided 
with a rise in their school 
enrollment rate,” the 
report reads.

Alabama’s October 
Labor Force Participa-
tion was 57.4%, under 
the national average of 
62.3%. Addy believes, if 
the state were able to tap 
into this unused labor 
supply, employers would 

begin to see positions 
being filled.

“If things continue 
under a business as usual 
scenario, then yes, we 
have a labor shortage and 
we are predicting worse 
labor shortages moving 
forward into the future. 
However, under what I 
will call ‘optimal condi-
tions,’ we actually have 
extra labor. If we were at 
the national rate — and I 
don’t see why not — then 
we could have 115,000-
120,000 more people in 
our workforce,” Addy 
said.

Employers have been 
trying this and have seen 
some success. Hutchin-
son said that programs 
such as the Work Oppor-
tunity Tax Credit through 
the ADL, are in many 
cases able to pay up to 50 
percent of an employee’s 
salary. The ADL has also 
been actively hosting job 
fairs and hiring events 
across the state, the 
Alabama Department 
of Rehabilitation has 
provided funding for non-
profit organizations such 
as Flourish of Cullman 
and United Ability in Bir-
mingham that attempt 
to connect employers 
with potential workers 
living with disabilities 
that would allow them 
to still perform certain 
job requirements. Several 
industries are beginning 
to offer more on-the-job 
training and appren-
ticeship programs, some 
partnering with high 
schools and trade schools 
in their area to attract 
younger workers.

However, Addy said 
these efforts are not 
enough.

“We have to look at the 
economy as a whole, and 
some of the answers will 
come from policymaking 
rather than the efforts of 
the employers alone, or 
the efforts of the workers 
alone,” Addy said. “It’s 
not enough until we fully 
embrace the entire prob-
lem. It’s not a problem 
that you can solve by only 
looking at one side, you 
have to solve it compre-
hensively.”

IMMIGRATION AND 
ENTREPRENEURS

Addy believes that 
another contributing 
factor is that for decades, 
U.S. immigration policies 
have stifled the econo-
my by making it more 
difficult for new workers 
to come into the country. 
He said these policies 
were made worse during 
Trump administration, 
and have caused many 
jobs normally held by mi-
grant workers, to remain 
vacant.

“Typically there isn’t a 
shortage because we had 
a working — or at least 
80% working — immigra-
tion system that made 

it such that we could get 
workers and not depend 
only internally on peo-
ple,” Addy said.

Greer also believes 
people found alternative 
forms of employment to 
provide for themselves 
through the pandemic 
and rather than return to 
a job, and employer, they 
chose to be their own 
boss.

“I think there are a 
number of people who 
are working from home, 
maybe they found some 
things during Covid that 
they’re doing to generate 
some revenue and they’re 
just doing other stuff,” 
Greer said.

Census data shows that 
4,819 (10.79%) of Cull-
man’s workforce claim 
some form of self-em-
ployment. Globally, the 
gig economy — defined 
by the prevalence of 
short-term contracts 
or freelance work as 
opposed to permanent 
jobs — ballooned by 30% 
during the pandemic and 
is currently on track to 
overtake the full-time 
work force by 2027.

WHAT’S THE SOLUTION?
Addy said that for 

decades, employers have 
inflated a belief that 
workers were privileged 
to be working in an effort 
to create a system that 
they would be able to 
profit from. The lack of la-
bor shortages in the past 
have allowed employers 
to maintain that sys-
tem. The current lack of 
workers has now reversed 
that dynamic to one of 
employers needing to be 
competitive in order to 
fill vacant positions, but 
Addy said industries can 
be slow to change.

Of course, Addy said 
that there are answers — 
even if they aren’t easy 
ones. He said that to 
solve the problem, it will 
require the combined 
efforts of workers, em-
ployers and policymakers 
from local, state and 
federal levels.

“The answers are here. 
We need to do certain 
things that will make 
the Senator Tubervilles 
of the world stop saying 
that we are just toiling 
out help, and that some 
people are lazy and just 
don’t want to work. It is a 
false statement.

“The harder work is for 
him to sit down and come 
up with policies that will 
solve it. It’s easier for him, 
and for others like him, 
to say others are lazy. 
We always find a welfare 
queen, or somebody to 
blame for a problem, 
when the hard work that 
has to be done is shied 
away from,” Addy said.

PATRICK CAMP can be 
reached at 256-734-2131 
ext. 238
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Owner of Rumor’s Deli and Hank’s Sports Bar Aaron Coombs, left, and bartender Kali 
Cox at the bar in June.

‘The harder work is for him (Senator Tuberville) to sit down 
and come up with policies that will solve it (labor shortage). 

It’s easier for him, and for others like him, to say others are lazy. 
We always find a welfare queen, or somebody to blame for a problem, 

when the hard work that has to be done is shied away from.’

Sam Addy
senior research economist and associate dean for economic development with the university of alabama

were strapped to a gurney for 
hours, poked and prodded, 
and had no access to their own 
attorneys or information about 
their own execution.”

In February 2018, Doyle Lee 
Hamm had an unsuccessful le-
thal injection after Department 
of Corrections execution staff 
couldn’t find a vein. He later 
died in 2021 of cancer.

Ivey has asked Attorney 
General Steve Marshall to with-
draw the state’s two pending 
motions to set execution dates 
in the cases of Miller and James 
Edward Barber, the only two 
death row inmates with such 
motions currently pending 
before the Alabama Supreme 
Court, according to a release 
from the state. She also asked 
the DOC to perform a “top-to-
bottom review” of the state’s 
execution process to ensure 
successful executions in the 
future.

“I will commit all necessary 
support and resources to the 
Department to ensure those 
guilty of perpetrating the most 
heinous crimes in our society 
receive their just punishment,” 
Ivey said. “I simply cannot, in 
good conscience, bring another 
victim’s family to Holman look-
ing for justice and closure, un-

til I am confident that we can 
carry out the legal sentence.”

DOC Commissioner John 
Hamm said the department is 
committed to the effort.

“Everything is on the table — 
from our legal strategy in deal-
ing with last minute appeals, 
to how we train and prepare, 
to the order and timing of 
events on execution day, to 
the personnel and equipment 
involved,” Hamm said.

Lethal injection is the prima-
ry form of execution in most 
states, including Alabama. In 
2018, Alabama lawmakers au-
thorized nitrogen hypoxia (gas) 
executions and is one of only 
three states to legalize that 
method. However, it is yet to be 
used in Alabama. 

Among all methods of execu-
tion, lethal injection appears 
to have the highest failure or 
botched rate.

Botched executions are 
“those involving unanticipated 
problems or delays that caused, 
at least arguably, unnecessary 
agony for the prisoner or that 
reflect gross incompetence of 
the executioner,” according 
to Austin Sarat, a professor of 
jurisprudence and political 
science at Amherst College.

In his 2014 book, “Gruesome 
Spectacles: Botched Executions 
and America’s Death Penalty,” 

Sarat’s research reveals that 
3.15% of 8,776 executions in 
the U.S., between 1890 to 2010, 
were botched.

More than 7% of execu-
tions by lethal injection were 
botched, while 5.14% of lethal 
gas executions were botched. 
Execution by hanging saw 
a 3.12% botched rate and 
electrocutions had a 1.92% 
botched rate. Executions by 
firing squad appear to be the 
most successful, with no issues 
reported, according to Sarat.

University of Colorado 
professor Michael Radalet’s 
analysis of 51 more well-known 
botched executions since 1972, 
39 were by lethal injection.

“What makes lethal injection 
so much more likely to result in 
botches is the inability to set IV 
lines, and that is a product that 
is inherent with lethal injection 
because it is unethical for med-
ical personnel to be involved,” 
said Robert Dunham, executive 
director of the Death Penalty 
Information Center. “So, unless 
you have a doctor or other 
medical personnel who are 
willing to violate their Hippo-
cratic Oath — (and) that oath 
is to do no harm — you won’t 
have medically trained people 
setting the IV lines.”

DOC are often secret on the 
background or training of per-

son performing the executions. 
The source of lethal injection 
drugs has also been secret at 
most agencies that perform 
executions. When large phar-
maceutical companies began 
pulling out of supplying the 
drugs used for lethal injections 
more than a decade ago, more 
states began looking to foreign 
countries and local compound-
ing pharmacies.

Dunham expects the issue of 
botched lethal injection pro-
cedures to become worse for 
various reasons, particularly as 
the death row population ages.

”It will get worse as prison-
ers being executed get older 
because veins become compro-
mised. ... It will be worse with 
prisoners who have a life his-
tory of trauma because stress 
affects the body and cumula-
tive stress affects the body — 
and the stress of being on death 
row facing execution affects the 
body more so than if somebody 
has a long prison term,” Dun-
ham said. “You’ve got people 
who are the least competent in 
setting IV lines attempting to 
set IV lines among a popula-
tion that’s the most difficult to 
access their veins.”

Texas has led the country 
in number of botched execu-
tions, and Georgia falls closely 
behind.

Alabama has the highest per 
death sentencing rate in the 
country and has the fourth 
largest number of inmates 
(170) awaiting execution of the 
more than 2,400 people cur-
rently on death row nationally.

ACLU of Alabama and many 
against the death penalty 
argue that the punishment is 
costly, discriminatory, arbi-
trarily used and violates the 
Constitutional ban against 
cruel and unusual punishment. 
ACLU representatives say 
while a thorough investigation 
of the execution process is a 
commendable first step, they 
hope it bring conversations on 
the need for criminal justice 
reform and abolishment of the 
death penalty.

“(Legislators) should retroac-
tively apply the state’s 2017 ban 
on judicial override, a practice 
that allowed judges to impose 
death sentences despite a jury’s 
recommendation otherwise,” 
said Robyn Hyden, executive 
director of Alabama Arise, a 
public policy advocacy group. 

“Lawmakers also should 
require unanimous agree-
ment from jurors to sentence 
someone to death. and they 
should provide state funding 
for appeals of death sentences, 
as other states with capital 
punishment do.”

LETHAL INJECTION: Method is most botched form of capital punishment 
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Tuberville said at the 
event. He later added, 
“They don’t want to go 
to work. We’ve got to get 
Generation X [a spokes-
person for Tuberville lat-
er clarified that he mis-
spoke and had intended 
to reference the much 
younger Generation Z] 
and these Millennials 
to understand that you 
have to tote your load,” 
Tuberville said.

Those with a back-
ground in economics 
say Tuberville’s picture 
of a lethargic workforce 
causing the current labor 
shortage isn’t true.

“His statement is a 
repeat of certain beliefs 
within the system, be-
cause some people think 
that there are lots of peo-
ple not working and are 
sitting on their hands. 
There’s really not,” said 
Senior Research Econo-
mist and Associate Dean 
for Economic Develop-
ment with the University 
of Alabama Sam Addy. 
“Those of us who look at 
the economy, we know 
that [millennials] are not 
lazy. We just know that it 
is an easy excuse for the 
decision makers.”

RECORD LOW  
UNEMPLOYMENT 

On Friday, the Alabama 
Department of Labor 
(ADL) released its month-
ly report that indicated a 
statewide unemployment 
rate of 2.7% — a slight 
uptick from the lowest 
rate in 20 years of 2.6% 
last month. Unemploy-
ment looks even better 
locally. The same report 
showed Cullman County 
having the state’s second 
lowest unemployment 
rate of 1.9%. Alabama is 
also experience histor-
ically high numbers of 
the amount of employed 
people. October reports 
show 2,233,106 residents 
have steady employment.

While Hutchinson said 
there are exceptions — 
like voluntarily leaving 
a job due to workplace 
discrimination or harass-
ment — the general rule 
of thumb is that in order 
to qualify for unemploy-
ment a worker must 
have lost their job due 
to no fault of their own. 
According to Hutchin-
son, these cases typically 
involve temporary layoffs, 
furloughs, or a business 
closing or relocating. 
Benefits range from 
$45 — $275 (determined 
based upon a worker’s 
base period earnings) and 
are generally distributed 
for between 14 and 20 
weeks. In order to contin-
ue receiving the weekly 
benefits an unemployed 
worker is required to con-
tact at least one potential 

employer every week. 
Alabama Senate Bill 224 
— sponsored by Senator 
Arthur Orr and set to 
take effect in January — 
will raise the number of 
potential employers that 
will need to be contacted 
from one to three.

Director of Communi-
cations for the ADL Tara 
Hutchinson, said that 
the difficulty employers 
currently have finding 
workers is not a new prob-
lem brought about by the 
pandemic, but are the 
resurfacing of issues the 
labor market was expe-
riencing in 2019. When 
compared to the most re-
cent numbers, September 
of 2019’s unemployment 
rate of 2.9% and 2,207,294 
residents showing em-
ployment, workforce data 
is similar pre- and post-
COVID.

“When we’re talking 
about a labor shortage 
it’s important to remem-
ber that we were facing 
these issues prior to the 
pandemic. Also at that 
time, we were also expe-
riencing record low un-
employment. Just like in 
2019, Alabama was facing 
a labor shortage then 

and we’re facing a labor 
shortage now, and some 
of those same issues still 
apply,” Hutchinson said.

ATTRACT, KEEP EMPLOYEES
In April — nearly a 

year after the extended 
COVID relief benefits 
ended last June — 4.4 
million Alabamians took 
part in the national phe-
nomenon being referred 
to as “The Big Quit” or 
“The Great Resignation.” 
Addy said that a more 
accurate title would be 
“The Great Re-Hiring” 
saying that the former 
descriptions imply that 
employees are simply 
quitting, when in reality 
they are transitioning 
into other — often times 
better paying — roles.

Hutchinson said this 
was especially apparent 
in lower paying industry 
sectors such as retail, 
transportation, and 
leisure and hospitality. 
She said that workers 
in these industries have 
been leaving those jobs in 
droves, forcing employers 
to respond by increasing 
wages at an unprecedent-
ed rate.

“Those wages — in 
leisure and hospitality 
especially — were going 
up tens of dollars per 
week over the course of 
12-18 months. Usually, 
in that type of industry, 
that kind of wage growth 
would take over a de-
cade,” Hutchinson said.

While she said that 
wage growth benefits 
employees, smaller and 
locally owned businesses 
are unable to compete 
with rising wages, and 
were forced to per-
manently close. Some 
found alternative ways 
to attract and main-
tain employees, such as 
Rumor’s Deli and Hank’s 

Sports Bar. Owner Aaron 
Coombs said that they 
have added benefits 
and rolled over several 
policies from previous 
owners, and try to cater 
to other aspects for their 
employees by creating a 
positive, fun, and healthy 
working environment.

“That’s how we find we 
maintain people more 
is by creating more of 
a family atmosphere,” 
Coombs said.

Coombs said that they 
also don’t ask employees 
to clock-out when taking 
lunch breaks and provide 
their meals. They have 
also partnered with Aflac 
to provide employees 
with the option to receive 
health insurance. To build 
a stronger sense of cama-
raderie, Coombs orga-
nizes staff get-togethers 
outside of business hours.

“We just try to provide 
a fun, healthy atmo-
sphere. We know when 
it’s time to be serious 
and when it’s time to 
play and have fun. When 
people come to work, yes 
it’s work, but it’s also a 
sort of home away from 
home,” Coombs said.

Sarah Morrow, who de-
veloped the concept for, 
and now manages and 
operates Hele Bowls in 
downtown Cullman, said 
that as a fledgling locally 
owned business — they 
opened in the spring — it 
is impossible to compete 
with the higher wages 
being offered by larger 
corporate owned com-
petitors. Instead, Mor-
row said that she offers 
flexible hours, and treats 
her staff members with 
courtesy and compassion 
rather than as a com-
modity.

“If they can’t make this 
their whole life, that’s 
perfectly fine. This place 

is my dream and my 
baby, I don’t expect them 
to make this their top 
priority. If they give me 
the hours that they can 
give me, and work their 
butt off while they’re 
here, that’s great. ... I 
will treat them with the 
utmost respect that they 
deserve as a human be-
ing,” Morrow said.

Despite her efforts, 
Morrow said that she 
has continued to have 
difficulties with hiring 
new employees. She said 
that at the moment Hele 
Bowls staff consists of 
her, and only one other 
employee.

Transportation is 
another industry being 
heavily impacted by the 
current worker shortage. 
Haynes Farm Inc. — a 
family owned shipping 
company just over the 
county line in Blounts-
ville — hired Zack Qualls 
as full-time Director of 
Operations when they be-
gan noticing a shift in the 
mindsets of drivers sev-
eral years ago. As Qualls 
describes it, he was hired 
to manage “People, Prob-
lems, and Projects.”

Qualls estimates that 
transportation is one 
of the industries that 
typically experience one 
of the highest turnover 
rates, particularly when 
it comes to truck drivers. 
He said that their fleet 
has been able to main-
tain lower than average 
turnover rates by stream-
lining their operations to 
offer drivers more time at 
home with their families, 
more flexible scheduling, 
and more paid time off.

To make this possible, 
the company has made 
an effort to move the bulk 
of services in house. A full 
parts facility was added 
to reduce repair times for 
the fleet’s trucks, a driv-
er’s lounge complete with 
a flat screen television 
was added to accom-
modate driver’s down 
time, and they attempted 
to provide an in house 
washing and detailing 
service. As workers began 
to demand more flexible 
schedules and higher 
wages though, the facility 
and remaining workers 
were repurposed.

What Qualls has done 
is go directly to his 
employees and adjust 
the business model to fit 
into the changing mold 
of what employees are 
demanding from their 
employers.

“Pretty much what 
we’ve had to do is just 
make changes. I will say 
it’s been trial and error, 
there’s not really a play-
book for how to get good, 
quality people. We just 
had to quit looking at the 
budget and talk to peo-

ple,” Qualls said. “We’ve 
asked people ‘What do 
you want? What are you 
looking for? What are 
your goals?’ and we’ve 
had to start aligning 
our goals with theirs. 
Nowadays, people don’t 
want to go somewhere 
for a job, they want to go 
somewhere that they see 
a future.”

Haynes Farm Inc. has 
been offering its employ-
ees that opportunity 
through their diesel 
technician apprentice-
ship program, providing 
employees with the tools 
they will need up front 
to be repaid on a weekly 
basis. But with the higher 
wages offered by larger 
and more established 
competitors, they have 
found many workers 
will begin to seek jobs 
elsewhere after becoming 
certified.

“People have more 
options than they’ve 
ever had before and they 
know it. So, you have to 
listen to what everybody 
wants a lot more than 
you had to in the past,” 
he said.

IT’S CHEAPER FOR A  
PARENT TO STAY HOME

One reason Addy gave 
as to why people are 
choosing to refrain from 
returning to work is the 
lack of affordable child-
care and eldercare.

“One thing in Alabama, 
is that we don’t have a 
very well-developed care 
system with childcare 
or eldercare,” Addy said. 
“Because of that, a lot 
of folks end up staying 
at home to take care of 
children and parents.”

When 27-year-old 
Jessie Costello’s daughter, 
Jasper, received a cystic 
fibrosis diagnosis two 
weeks after she was born 
at the height of COVID, 
she had no option but to 
stay at home while her 
husband Clay went to 
work.

“Especially, with 
COVID being in full 
swing, it just would not 
have been good for her 
health to have her go 
to daycare. It was also 
something where we 
couldn’t afford to have a 
professional or anything 
come and stay with her. 
She wasn’t at a point yet 
where she qualified for 
SSI [Supplemental Secu-
rity Income] or disability 
that would have paid 
for someone to come in. 
So, there really wasn’t 
much of an option there,” 
Costello said.

In a statement issued 
in April by Gina Mailo-
la, spokeswoman for 
Alabama Governor Kay 
Ivey’s office, said that the 

WORKER SHORTAGE: Employers and business leaders are looking for solutions 
FROM PAGE 1A

see WORKER SHORTAGE, P3A

AMANDA SHAVERS | THE CULLMAN TIMES

Haynes Farm Inc. Director of Operations Zack Qualls talks about amenities added for 
employees, like the driver’s lounge — complete with a flat screen television — to accom-
modate driver’s down time on Friday, Nov. 11, 2022

‘I think there are a 
number of people who 

are working from home, 
maybe they found some 

things during Covid 
that they’re doing to 

generate some revenue 
and they’re just doing 

other stuff.’

Dale Greer
Cullman economic development agency 

(Ceda) director dale Greer

The Cullman Times
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Lazy: ‘An easy excuse 
for the decision makers’

PATRICK CAMP
pcamp@cullmantimes.com

A
s industries across 
Alabama struggle 
to find employees to 
meet their current 
demands, experts 
are concerned, that 

without intervention, the current 
labor shortage will get worse long 
before it gets better.

Locally, it would seem that 
you wouldn’t be able to throw 
a job application in any given 
direction without it landing on 
the doorstep of a business with a 
help wanted sign in its window. 
Businesses have been adjusting 
hours and closing earlier to ac-
commodate fewer employees.

Cullman Economic Develop-
ment Agency (CEDA) Director 
Dale Greer said all sectors of busi-
ness are struggling to maintain a 
workforce.

“I don’t think there’s any 
particular industry or job clas-
sification. If you drive around 
town you’ll see help wanted ads 
at restaurants, at retail stores, 
at gas stations and convenience 
stores, manufacturers, and at the 
distribution centers. I think it 

is businesses across the board,” 
Greer said.

Recently, Alabama Sen. Tommy 
Tuberville discussed the labor 
shortage when speaking at a 

Forum Alabama breakfast pre-
sented by the Mobile Chamber of 
Commerce.

“What’s happening in our 
country right now, we’re getting 
too many takers in our country,” 

AMANDA SHAVERS | THE CULLMAN TIMES

Parts Manager Keith Sams stocks items in the Haynes Farm Inc. parts facility on Friday, Nov. 11, 2022.

State: Lethal injection most botched form of capital punishment
ASIA ASHLEY

aashley@cnhinews.com

MONTGOMERY — Ala-
bama’s moratorium on execu-
tions appear to support data 
indicating lethal injection as 
the most botched form of capi-

tal punishment.
Gov. Kay Ivey issued a mora-

torium Nov. 21, on executions 
in Alabama after compli-
cations during three lethal 
injections this year alone, two 
of which were subsequently 
halted. 

Kenneth Eugene Smith was 
set to be executed Nov. 17, but 
after Department of Correc-
tions staff spent an hour try ing 
to set IV lines for the lethal 
injec tion drugs, his execution 
was halted. Similar problems 
arose in the planned Sept. 

22, execution of Alan Eugene 
Miller that was also unsuc-
cessful. Joe Nathan James Jr.’s 
execution on July 28 lasted 
more than three hours before 
he died.

“In a mere six months, we’ve 
witnessed three botched 

executions in Alabama, two of 
which were called off and one 
that should not have proceed-
ed,” said Alison Mollman, 
senior counsel at the ACLU of 
Alabama. “Each of these men 

With the lowest unemployment in decades — and a 
dwindling workforce — employers and business leaders are 

struggling to find solutions for an unprecedented worker shortage.

MARIAM ZUHAIB | AP

Sen. Tommy Tuberville, R-Ala., listens to question 
during a news conference March 30, 2022, in Wash-
ington. Tuberville said Tuesday, Oct. 25, 2022, that 
the country has too many “takers” instead of workers 
and suggested that many in younger generations — 
including people in their 40s — do not understand 
that they need to work.SEE WORKER SHORTAGE, P2A

‘At some point you just have too many jobs.
There are more jobs than there are people to fill them.’

Tara Hutchinson
Alabama Department of Labor Director of Communications

SEE LETHAL INJECTION, P3A
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Editorial Contest

DIVISION A Daily newspapers 22,000 circulation and above

GENERAL EXCELLENCE
1st: The Anniston Star

FOI-FIRST AMENDMENT 
AWARD
1st: Montgomery Advertiser
Execution records 
by: Brian Lyman, Evan Mealins, Paige O. 
Windsor 

BEST NEWSPAPER 
WEBSITE 
1st: The Anniston Star
www.annistonstar.com 
 

BEST LOCAL NEWS 
COVERAGE 
1st: The Anniston Star
by: Bill Wilson, Sherry Kughn, Brian 
Graves

BEST SPOT NEWS 
STORY 
1st: Montgomery Advertiser
Residents feel devastation of Montgomery 
tornado that killed mother, 8-year-old son
by: Alex Gladden, Mickey Welsh, Jake 
Crandall
2nd: The Tuscaloosa News
Tutwiler comes tumbling down: UA 
dorm demolished on the Fourth of July
by: Mark Hughes Cobb
3rd: Montgomery Advertiser
Tense night as Montgomery board 
renames Lee, Jeff Davis high schools
by: Jemma Stephenson

BEST IN-DEPTH NEWS 
COVERAGE 
1st: Montgomery Advertiser
Inmate dies in Montgomery County 
prison, sister believes he was denied 
oxygen
by: Evan Mealins, Keith Sharon
2nd: Montgomery Advertiser
In Lowndes County, 80% of homes lack 
reliable sewage systems. These women 
got tired of waiting.
by: Hadley Hitson

3rd: Montgomery Advertiser
Uniontown residents feel like they’re 
screaming for help, but no one is coming
by: Hadley Hitson

BEST BUSINESS STORY 
OR COLUMN 
1st: Montgomery Advertiser
How the expansive Black Belt shaped 
Alabama history
by: Hadley Hitson, Mickey Welsh
2nd: The Tuscaloosa News
Well done: How Archibald’s BBQ built a 
60-year legacy of sizzling success
by: Jason Morton
3rd: The Tuscaloosa News
First look: Li-Cycle opens lithium-ion 
battery recycling plant in Tuscaloosa
by: Mark Hughes Cobb

BEST FEATURE STORY 
COVERAGE 
1st: Montgomery Advertiser
How newly freed slaves created the 
South’s public school systems
by: Brian Lyman

2nd: Montgomery Advertiser
The journey of Jackson Giles
by: Brian Lyman
3rd: Montgomery Advertiser
Magnet fishing a ‘dirty job’ that this 
Montgomery couple loves doing 
together
by: Shannon Heupel

BEST NEWS FEATURE 
STORY COVERAGE 
1st: The Tuscaloosa News
‘My come-to-Jesus moment’: How 
a battle with PTSD led a Tuscaloosa 
veteran to his purpose
by: Gary Cosby Jr. 
2nd: Montgomery Advertiser
A year after I-65 crash kills 10, 
Tallapoosa Girls Ranch director 
embraces ranch family
by: Jemma Stephenson
3rd: Montgomery Advertiser
In rural areas with few healthcare 
options, squeeze on reproductive care 
easy to miss
by: Hadley Hitson

BEST HUMOROUS 
COLUMN 
1st: The Tuscaloosa News
Spinning a filly tale, of horses and hitches
by: Mark Hughes Cobb

BEST EDITORIAL COLUMN 
OR COMMENTARY 
1st: The Tuscaloosa News
Is abolishing concealed carry permits a 
good idea for Alabama?
by: Gary Cosby Jr. 
2nd: The Tuscaloosa News
How Christian conservatives were 
seduced by politics
by: Gary Cosby Jr. 

3rd: The Tuscaloosa News
Honesty must be essential part of 
Critical Race Theory debate
by: Gary Cosby Jr. 

BEST SPORTS NEWS 
IN-DEPTH COVERAGE 
1st: The Anniston Star
No trophy for you: ASUN says it won’t 
honor JSU football champion, but school 
would claim crown anyway
by: Mark Edwards

BEST SPORTS SINGLE 
EVENT STORY 
1st: Montgomery Advertiser
Bryan Harsin fired as Auburn football 
coach as new AD steps in
by: Bennett Durando
2nd: The Anniston Star
Clutch performer: When JSU needed a 
game-winning shot, it was K.J. all the way
by: Mark Edwards
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Tutwiler comes tumbling down: UA
dorm demolished on the Fourth of
July

Published 7:48 a.m. CT July 4, 2022 Updated 2:17 p.m. CT July 4, 2022

Tutwiler Demolition
The old Tutwiler residence hall on the University of Alabama campus was imploded July 4, 2022. Gary Cosby Jr., The
Tuscaloosa News

As of 6:59 a.m. Monday, the southern University of Alabama skyline looked much
as it had for more than 50 years. In the distance, curved rooftops of the athletic
buildings and Coleman Coliseum rose above tree lines; further east, DCH Regional
Medical Center stands out. Nestled between scatterings of trees sit rows of dorms,
instructional buildings, businesses and more, few of them rising more than three
floors.

Roughly 24 seconds after 7, following a controlled demolition of several hundred
pounds of dynamite placed strategically throughout the building, all 13 floors of
Julia Tutwiler Hall, the freshman dorm for UA women since 1968, fell inward to a
fragmented pile of rubble, towers of smoke billowing out to obscure the collapsing
view.

Advertisement

Less than 15 minutes later, the roils of white, gray and brown smoke had cleared
well enough to witness the remains, with living space removed, all 270,225 gross
square feet nestled in a heap not even as tall as the Supe Store next door.

More:A timeline of Julia Tutwiler Hall on the University of Alabama campus

Advertisement

More:Two big bangs for the Fourth of July: Amphitheater fireworks and Tutwiler
demolition

From deck 8 of Bryant Denny Stadium, the most eye-grabbing building in sight
had been the second Tutwiler Hall. The first residence to be named for the
educator and prison reformer had been situated roughly where Rose
Administration sits now. This Tutwiler was opened to students in 1968, standing
out as the sore-thumb modernist building on a largely traditional campus, rising to
13 floors, though its numerals jumped from 12th to 14th, because of  superstition.

Monday morning the distinctive Tutwiler was surrounded by debris, a rough ring
of construction equipment, and flying drones, some employed by the demolition
crew to keep an eye on all angles, with others from city of Tuscaloosa police and
fire departments. A mighty misting machine blew up toward the splayed-Y-shape,
hoping to add to the humidity, and keep the coming dust tamped down.

Sirens could be heard, an impending warning for the site, which had been cleared
for blocks around. As Denny Chimes rang out 7 bells, a single startling
concussion, like a battleship's cannon firing, rippled outward, followed rapidly by a
cascading series across the top floor. Flames flared out windows east to west, as the
resounding explosive roar rolled into a massive rumbling cacophony, like a drum
solo from "Jurassic Park."

Advertisement

The implosion included a little something extra, a university spokesman
confirmed. 

"The flames were pyrotechnics and fired as planned," said Shane Dorrill, assistant
director of communications at UA. "If you look closely at the video, you'll also see
that white and crimson powder came out of those pyrotechnics. That was a
combination of flour and corn starch that had been dyed red. It's the same powder
that people get thrown on them when they do a color run." 

To its west, the new Julia Tutwiler Hall, third to go by that name at the Capstone,
lay wider and lower, topping out at five stories surrounding a central courtyard,
ready for this fall's incoming women students.

UA student Emma Grace Fobas was one of the last to live in the old Tutwiler, the
second residence on campus to bear that name. Monday morning, from the deck of
Bryant-Denny, she watched her Bryant Drive-facing 12th floor room flame
outward, give way and crumble.

"It's kind of bittersweet, I'm not gonna lie, to see that, because I made a lot of
memories in there," she said. Fobas met her current roommate there, and her mom
had resided at Tutwiler in the '90s, as did a couple of cousins.

Advertisement

"It's gonna be sad when I graduate, like I can't drive by and say, 'Oh, I lived there,'
" she said.

Tim Leopard, associate vice president for construction at UA, was smiling as he
spoke with the media, though he admitted being slightly nervous just moments
before that first crack of detonation. Monday's implosion was the culmination of a
10-year process, after first determining that the old building would require such
extensive repairs that it was a better choice to deconstruct, and build its
replacement.

"We like to go big at the University of Alabama," he said.

Crowds gathered in nearby Evergreen Cemetery, on the top floor of the Magnolia
parking deck, and elsewhere around the site, recalling massed gatherings 10 years
before, when another long-time campus residence, Rose Towers, came down July
4, 2012. UA chose the Independence Days not for fireworks and big-bang synergy,
but because summer holidays tend to be sedate in Tuscaloosa.

"The University worked really hard to minimize the impact to the community,"
Leopard said, "and today is a very quiet day on campus. Typically everybody's off
to the beach."

Streets for blocks around were closed from 5 a.m. onward, until after the smoke
had cleared. The weather worked in UA's favor, he added, noting the dust seemed
to settle and dissipate even quicker than expected.

Advertisement

"It's very appropriate that out of the dust of the old Tutwiler, the new Tutwiler was
right there," Leopard said. "I like that symbolism."

Steven Hood, interim vice-president for student life said the Tutwiler evolution
was a "big, big deal."

"We're really excited about this day," he said. "We have been planning for this new
facility for eight or 10 years, so it's great to see it come to fruition. Obviously, it's
really important for the old building to come down

"We're really excited about the women that the new Tutwiler will get to serve. The
old Tutwiler housed over 50,000 women over the past 50-plus years, and we
expect this new Tutwiler to house even more over many years to come... so yes,
we're really excited about today and what the future holds."

UA will start clearing demolition debris Monday afternoon, recycling its concrete
and metals. Green space will be planted where the old Tutwiler Y once stood, with
site redevelopment also including more lighting, pedestrian pathways, utility
improvements, road and infrastructure improvements, and a traffic signal along
10th Avenue.

Mark Hughes Cobb

The Tuscaloosa News
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PHOTOS: Tutwiler Hall Demolition
The University of Alabama imploded the old Tutwiler Hall July 4 in Tuscaloosa.

59 Photos VIEW FULL GALLERY

July 04, 2022; Tuscaloosa, AL, USA; The D.H. Griffin Wrecking crew imploded the old Julia Tutwiler residence hall on the
campus of the University of Alabama Monday morning. Gary Cosby Jr.-The Tuscaloosa News Gary Cosby Jr., Gary Cosby
Jr.-The Tuscaloosa News
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Editorial Contest

DIVISION A Daily newspapers 22,000 circulation and above

BEST SPORTS FEATURE 
STORY 
1st: Montgomery Advertiser
Untold stories of Harvey Updyke’s last 
confessions
by: Bennett Durando
2nd: Montgomery Advertiser
What’s it like to get swatted by Auburn 
basketball’s Walker Kessler? Let me tell you
by: Bennett Durando

BEST LOCAL SPORTS 
COLUMN 
1st: The Anniston Star
Chances are, Hugh Freeze will embarrass 
Auburn University, too
by: Mark Edwards

BEST FEATURE PHOTO
1st: The Tuscaloosa News
Excited Award Winner
by: Gary Cosby Jr. 
2nd: The Tuscaloosa News
Back To School
by: Gary Cosby Jr. 
3rd: Montgomery Advertiser
Alabama’s transgender youth speak out 
bill banning gender-affirming care
by: Mickey Welsh

BEST NEWS PHOTO 
1st: The Tuscaloosa News
Goodbye Deputy Johnson
by: Gary Cosby Jr. 
2nd: The Tuscaloosa News
Honoring Autherine Lucy Foster
by: Gary Cosby Jr. 
3rd: The Tuscaloosa News
Funeral March for Deputy Johnson
by: Gary Cosby Jr.

BEST SPOT NEWS 
PHOTO 
1st: Montgomery Advertiser
Waiting for help after fatal tornado
by: Mickey Welsh
2nd: The Tuscaloosa News
Woman In Red Surveys Tornado Damage
by: Gary Cosby Jr. 
3rd: The Tuscaloosa News
School Buses Destroyed by Fire
by: Gary Cosby Jr. 

BEST SPORTS PHOTO 
1st: The Tuscaloosa News
Gymnastics Jubilation
by: Gary Cosby Jr. 
2nd: Montgomery Advertiser
Big hit at SEC baseball tournament
by: Jake Crandall
3rd: Montgomery Advertiser
Coach Eddie Robinson celebrates Magic 
City Classic win
by: Mickey Welsh

BEST PHOTO ESSAY 
1st: Montgomery Advertiser
Tallapoosa Girls Ranch a year after I-65 
crash that killed 10
by: Jake Crandall

BEST HEADLINE 
1st: The Tuscaloosa News
Well done: How Archibald’s BBQ built a 
60-year legacy of sizzling success
by: Ken Roberts
2nd: The Tuscaloosa News
Mane event: Budweiser Clydesdales to 
visit Tuscaloosa next week
by: Ken Roberts

3rd: The Tuscaloosa News
What a gourd idea: Pumpkin-carving 
contest aims to pump up Crimson Tide fans
by: Ken Roberts

ONLINE BREAKING 
NEWS COVERAGE 
1st: Montgomery Advertiser
Mother and son dead after EF-2 tornado 
hits Montgomery
by: Marty Roney, Brad Harper, Alex 
Gladden, Evan Mealins

BEST PODCAST SERIES 
1st: Montgomery Advertiser
The Iron Bowl of Podcasts
by: Bennett Durando, Nick Kelly

BEST USE OF VIDEO 
(LONGER THAN 2 
MINUTES)   
1st: Montgomery Advertiser
Police body cameras show the arrest of 
Wetumpka’s ‘cat ladies’
by: Shannon Heupel
2nd: Montgomery Advertiser
Magnet fishing with Heavy Metal 
Mommas
by: Shannon Heupel

Montgomery Advertiser 
Best Sports Feature Story

The Tuscaloosa News
Best Spot News Photo

Montgomery Advertiser
Best Feature Photo
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Editorial Contest

DIVISION B Daily newspapers 21,999 circulation and below

GENERAL 
EXCELLENCE
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
2nd: The Cullman Times
3rd: The Clanton Advertiser

FOI-FIRST 
AMENDMENT 
AWARD
1st: The Cullman Tribune
The protest that wasn’t
by: Amy Leonard 
2nd: The Clanton Advertiser
Importance of voting 
by: Joyanna Love 

BEST NEWSPAPER 
WEBSITE
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
www.alexcityoutlook.com
2nd: The Clanton Advertiser
www.clantonadvertiser.com
3rd: The Cullman Tribune
www.cullmantribune.com
by: Dustin Isom, Noah Galilee 

BEST PRODUCTION 
AND PRINTING 
1st: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
2nd: The Cullman Tribune
by: Dustin Isom, Noah Galilee
3rd: The Clanton Advertiser

BEST PUBLIC SERVICE 
1st: The Clanton Advertiser
The importance of voting
by: Joyanna Love 
2nd: The Cullman Tribune
Obituary Listings
by: Dustin Isom, Noah Galilee

BEST EDITORIAL PAGE 
OR SECTION 
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
2nd: The Valley Times-News (Lanett)
3rd: The Selma Times-Journal
by: James Jones

BEST LIFESTYLE/
FAMILY PAGES 
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
2nd: The Clanton Advertiser
3rd: Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper)
by: Jennifer Cohron

BEST SPORTS 
COVERAGE 
1st: The Cullman Times
by: Jake Winfrey, Amanda Shavers, Nick 
Johnston
2nd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
by: Glendon Poe
3rd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
by: Jason Bowen

BEST LOCAL ECONOMIC 
COVERAGE 
1st: The Cullman Times
by: Patrick Camp, Benjamin Bullard
2nd: The Outlook (Alexander City)
3rd: The Cullman Tribune

BEST LOCAL 
EDUCATION 
COVERAGE 
1st: The Clanton 
Advertiser
by: Joyanna Love, Carey 
Reeder
2nd: The Outlook 
(Alexander City)
3rd: The Valley Times-
News (Lanett)

BEST LOCAL 
NEWS 
COVERAGE
1st: The Cullman Times
2nd: Daily Mountain Eagle 
(Jasper)
by: Ed Howell
3rd: The Valley Times-News 
(Lanett)

BEST USE OF 
PHOTOGRAPHS/
EDITORIAL CONTENT 
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
2nd: The Cullman Tribune
by: Dustin Isom, Noah Galilee
3rd: The Outlook (Alexander City)

BEST LAYOUT AND 
DESIGN 
1st: The Clanton Advertiser
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
by: Elizabeth Law
3rd: The Outlook (Alexander City)

BEST SPOT NEWS 
STORY
1st: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Jeff Cook dies
by: Steven Stiefel
2nd: Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper)
Overnight storms impact east, south 
Walker communities
3rd: The News-Courier (Athens)
Tractor trailer strikes power line down 
near Whitt’s in downtown Athens
by: Nicolle Sartain

BEST IN-DEPTH NEWS 
COVERAGE
1st: The News-Courier (Athens)
North Alabama after Dobbs decision
by: Taylor Lane
2nd: The News-Courier (Athens)
Election contest for district seat
by: C.P. Bailey, Taylor Lane, Nicolle 
Sartain
3rd: The Valley Times-News (Lanett)
CCSD announces consolidation plan
by: staff

The Clanton Advertiser 
Best Business Story or Column

Daily Mountain Eagle 
Best Spot News Story

The Fort Payne Times-Journal 
Best Spot News Story
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Johnny Knight, 81, of Cordova 
Rachel Taft Morgan, 71, of Jasper

“KD” Kyle David Huey Jr., 89, of Jasper
Reba June Barham

Dwight Kelley, 75, of Jasper
James Clay, 66, of Parrish

Carra Bowlin, 70, of Cordova 

A3  / NEWS

City of Lights opening  
men’s recovery center

MOUNTAINEAGLE.COM THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2022 $1.00

DORA — The City of Lights Dream Center 
in Dora held a banquet at its gym on Mon-
day, Nov. 21, where it was announced that 
a planned men’s recovery center will open 
up Thursday, Dec. 1 and that a medical 
clinic for the women has been started. 

Daily Mountain Eagle - Ed Howell 

Nauvoo Mayor Terry Burgett and Gov. Kay Ivey 
share a moment, with state Rep. Matt Woods 
standing nearby, after a celebration in down-
town Nauvoo Monday to mark an expansion of 
Charter Communications broadband service 
into the Nauvoo and Oakman areas. 

‘A game changer 
for the people  

of Walker County’
Ivey, officials celebrate 

Charter expansion in county
By ED HOWELL
Daily Mountain Eagle

NAUVOO — Gov. Kay Ivey came to Nauvoo 
Monday to celebrate that Charter Communications, 
through its Spectrum brand, will be using federal 
and state monies to expand fiber optic broadband 
service in Nauvoo and Oakman, 
serving a total of 6,500 locations. 

Nauvoo Mayor Terry Burgett, 
U.S. Rep. Robert Aderholt, Ala-
bama Senate President Pro Tem 
Greg Reed, R-Jasper, state Rep. 
Matt Woods, R-Jasper, and Dr. 
Foster David Jones of Capstone 
Rural Health also gave brief 
remarks, as did some Charter 
officials. 

Ivey, speaking briefly, referred 
Monday to a $4.95 million grant 
awarded in August to Charter to 
bring gigabit high-speed internet access to near-
ly 2,100 homes and small businesses in Walker 
County. 

“It is because of public-private partnerships like 
this that is going to fully light up our broadband 
map,” she said. “Charter and other companies are 
showing folks we can bring internet to places like 
Nauvoo, and we can do it quickly and efficiently.” 

Spectrum, in August, said the Alabama Broad-
band Accessibility Fund (ABAF) grant is one of 
two awarded to Spectrum to expand fiber-optic 
broadband infrastructure to areas of the state that 
currently lack access to high-speed connections.

Spectrum has committed to invest more than 
$6.6 million to extend its broadband network in the 
area, bringing total investment in the project to 
more than $11.61 million. Overall, Spectrum was 
awarded more than $7 million in ABAF grants, 
which will help connect 4,364 homes and small 
businesses in Lauderdale and Walker Counties. 
The Alabama Department of Economic and Com-
munity Affairs distributes the grants.

Taylor C. Vice, director of state government 
affairs for Charter, said Monday that other states 

Gov. 
Kay Ivey

See IVEY, A6

Overnight storms impact 
parts of Walker County
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This roof blew off Sumiton Mini Storage onto a residential area next door after storms Tuesday night.

Tornadoes fueled by record highs  
wrecked homes around South / A6

From Staff Reports

Storms late Tuesday into early Wednesday morning 
caused straight-line wind damage and thousands of 
power outages in Walker County.

One of the most visible signs of damage Wednesday 
morning was in downtown Sumiton on Main Street, 
particularly next to Kountry Karpets. Sumiton Mini 
Storage had a flat roof lifted, which went next door 
and slammed against a home.

 No one was injured. 
Crews were at the site Wednesday morning to clean 

up the damage, as roof metal and insulation littered 
the area. Another unused house at the site did not 
appear to be affected. 

Jonathan Dodd, medical director and men’s recovery 
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Matt Woods, a Jasper 
Republican representing 
House District 13, was 
sworn in as Walker Coun-
ty’s newest member of the 
Alabama House of Rep-
resentatives on Tuesday 
night at the Jasper Civic 
Center. He was surround-
ed by family as Circuit 
Judge Joeletta Barrentine 
administered the oath. 

WOODS SWORN IN AS DISTRICT 13 HOUSE MEMBER
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Crews on Wednesday were seen cleaning up roof 
debris in a residential area after the roof blew off 
of Sumiton Mini Storage next door during storms 
on Tuesday night. More photos of the damage 
can be found on A2.See STORMS, A6
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Editorial Contest

DIVISION B Daily newspapers 21,999 circulation and below

BEST BUSINESS STORY 
OR COLUMN
1st: The Cullman Times
Lazy: ‘An easy excuse for the decision 
makers’
by: Patrick Camp
2nd: The Cullman Tribune
Exceptional expertise and wisdom 
found at Hinkle Shoe Shop
by: Amy Leonard
3rd: The Clanton Advertiser
From skeptic to success: Ricky Vengas 
shares his boiled peanuts story 
by: Joyanna Love 

BEST FEATURE STORY 
COVERAGE
1st: The Cullman Times
’I wanted to live life like he did’
by: Benjamin Bullard
2nd: The Cullman Times
’She always made her own way’
by: Benjamin Bullard
3rd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
Battling Through
by: Peggy M. Himburg

BEST NEWS FEATURE 
STORY COVERAGE
1st: The News-Courier (Athens)
’There is no Europe without Ukraine’
by: Nicolle Sartain
2nd: The Selma Times-Journal
Emma Smith’s death impacted community
by: James Jones
3rd: The Gadsden Times
DNA Search Angel
by: Donna Thornton

BEST EDITORIAL 
1st: The Valley Times-News (Lanett)
School site decision not easy, but the 
right one
by: staff
2nd: The News-Courier (Athens)
Our View: Broadband — at the speed of 
governmental bureaucracy
by: Editorial board
3rd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Tuberville comments are disappointing
by: Steven Stiefel

BEST HUMOROUS 
COLUMN
1st: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
We don’t deserve man’s best friend
by: Steven Stiefel
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
Throw me a landline
by: David Carroll
3rd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
What they really mean
by: David Carroll

BEST HUMAN INTEREST 
COLUMN 
1st: The Cullman Tribune
My brain lied to me-Suicide Prevention 
Awareness Month
by: Amy Leonard
2nd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
A mentor worth remembering
by: Steven Stiefel
3rd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
Is it really that bad
by: David Carroll

BEST 
EDITORIAL 
COLUMN OR 
COMMENTARY
1st: Jackson County 
Sentinel (Scottsboro)
If it’s illegal for me, then
by: Anita McGill
2nd: The Clanton 
Advertiser
Each person is a vital piece 
by: Joyanna Love 
3rd: The Fort Payne 
Times-Journal
Younger generations need 
to know
by: Steven Stiefel

BEST SPORTS NEWS 
IN-DEPTH COVERAGE
1st: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Fort Payne’s Ibsen attributes coaching, 
nutrition to championship run
by: Glendon Poe
2nd: The Clanton Advertiser
Sports writer honored
by: Carey Reeder
3rd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
Gridiron Changes
by: Jason Bowen

BEST SPORTS SINGLE 
EVENT STORY
1st: The Cullman Times
‘MEANS THE WORLD TO US’: Cullman 
caps incredible season with 6A state title
by: Jake Winfrey
2nd: The Cullman Tribune
Prep Basketball: State Champs!
by: Nick Griffin
3rd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
The Dynasty Grows
by: Glendon Poe 

BEST SPORTS FEATURE 
STORY
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Local athlete named to AISA Lineman of 
the Year watchlist
by: Henry Zimmer

2nd: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Reeltown’s Rodeo Kids
by: Henry Zimmer
3rd: The Cullman Times
Crimson Crash Course
by: Benjamin Bullard

BEST LOCAL SPORTS 
COLUMN
1st: The Clanton Advertiser
Alabama roars again in Talladega
by: Carey Reeder

The News-Courier - Best Feature Photo
Jackson County Sentinel jcsentinel.comSaturday, January 8, 2022 • Page 1B

Prep football coaches talk new regions, 2022-23 schedules

Heath Lokey
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GRIDIRON CHANGES

sentinel photo | jason bowen

From left: Section coach Chris Hammon, Pisgah coach Luke Pruitt, Scottsboro coach Cris Bell, North Jackson coach Joe Hollis, Woodville coach Matt Sanders, NSM coach Keith Kirby.

The Scottsboro wres-
tling team used a pair of 
strong performances to 
earn a spot in the Class 5A-
6A Region 7 Duals.

The Wildcats defeated 
Alexandria 51-30 and 
Southside 66-12 Tuesday 
night at Scottsboro's Carter 
Gymnasium.

Scottsboro advanced to 
the semifinal round late 

Friday night where it was 
scheduled to wrestle Fort 
Payne for a spot in the 
region finals and a berth in 
the AHSAA Class 5A-6A 
State Duals Championship. 
Arab received a bye into 
the finals after Alexandria 
chose not to attend Friday’s 
region duals conclusion.

The region semifinal 
and finals matches were 
originally scheduled for 

by jason bowen
jason.bowen@jcsentinel.com

HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL

ON THE COURT
Jackson County basketball teams 
post wins on the hardwood
Page 2B

sentinel photo | jason bowen

Scottsboro's 
Kolby Clark   
works 
for a pin 
during his 
195-pound 
weight 
class 
match 
against 
Southside 
during 
the Class 
5A-6A 
Region 7 
Duals 
Tuesday 
night at 
Carter 
Gymnasi-
um.

HIGH SCHOOL WRESTLING

Scottsboro 
advances to 
region semifinals

region | page 2b

sentinel photo | jason bowen

Grant Smith (21) and Pisgah will continue to be region foes with Hank Farmer (left), Kayden Gilley and North Sand Mountain during the 2022-23 seasons.

The Alabama High School Athletic 
Association recently released its high 
school football regions for the 2022-23 
seasons. 

The latest round of AHSAA reclassi-
fication led to one local school chang-
ing classes, one school seeing its region 
change three times in less than a week, 
scheduling adventures and a three 
county rivals remaining region foes.

Now that the process is complete, 
Jackson County high school football 
coaches breakdown their teams’ new 
regions and schedules:

Class 5A Region 7 — After a two-
year stint in Class 6A, Scottsboro will 
return to Class 5A, going from one of 
the smallest 6A schools to one of 5A’s 
largest.

Scottsboro head coach Cris Bell said 
the move to Class 5A gives the Wildcats 

no guarantees, but 
the move is good 
for Scottsboro in 
several ways.

“I think the play-
ing field has leveled 
a little bit,” Bell said. 
“The biggest dif-

ference is when you get to the playoffs, 
that’s the biggest area we’ll see, because 
you’re not having to worry about 
playing teams, like in 6A, were there’s a 

400-student difference. There are some 
really good teams in 5A, and at some 
point you’re going to be matched up 
with them. But the numbers (stu-
dent-wise) aren’t as big a difference.”

Bell also said the Wildcats are excited 
to compete in a more localized Class 
5A Region 7. Many of the Scottsboro’s 
new region opponents are old ones, as 
it is joined in the seven-team region 
by Arab, Boaz, Crossville, Douglas, 

by jason bowen
jason.bowen@jcsentinel.com
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FOOTBALL
SCHEDULES
Get a look Jackson 
County football 
teams' 2022-23 
schedules
› Page 3B

ON TRACK
Find out how Scottsboro athletes 
fared in the Ice Breaker Invitational
Wednesday's Sentinel

Jackson County Sentinel  
Best Sports News In-Depth 
Coverage

The Valley Times-News 
Best Editorial
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School site decision not easy, 
but the right one

Some of us were raised in the 
church when all we sang 
were hymns and a few gos-

pel choruses. I love many of the 
changes in worship music over 
the years. I love the hymns and 
I love much of the new worship 
music as well. In several churches, 
I was the first person to introduce 
the guitar into worship music 
and led many songs that no one 
could find in a hymnbook. Some 
may have questioned whether 
this was okay, 
but most have 
long passed ar-
guing about the 
worship music. 
Even so, some of 
us have lodged 
in our minds 
the melodies 
and words from 
many hymns 
that give us not 
just nostalgic 
thoughts but 
real hope about the future. And as 
I read Lamentations today, lines 
from three different hymns came 
to mind. 

Though the author of Lamenta-
tions is never named, Jeremiah is 
thought to be its author. Themes 
of pain, suffering, and repentance 
fill its pages. Devastation and hor-
rific events are listed, reminding 
readers of the results of sin, the 
need for repentance, and that 
even in the middle of suffering, 
there is hope. 

Literally in the middle of the 
book of Lamentations when Jere-
miah says that his endurance has 
perished with his hope, he says 
this: “But this I call to mind, and 
therefore I have hope: The stead-
fast love of the Lord never ceases; 
his mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning; great 
is your faithfulness.” 

Jeremiah’s lament is powerful 
and important. His grief over the 
devastation to both the city of Je-
rusalem and also to God’s chosen 
is a guide for us in seasons of great 
loss and in times of long suffering. 
While God sent many warnings 
and opportunities for repentance 
to avoid the destruction of the 
city and the exile to Babylon, the 
warnings fell on deaf ears. God 
is both just and merciful. He has 
proved this over and over again 
and completely in the gift of Jesus 
who is both Savior and the foun-
dation we can and must build our 
lives upon.

It seems significant to me that 
this passage comes in the middle 
of Jeremiah’s lament. He doesn’t 
shy away from his reality and 
pain before or after. The prophet 
is honest that his endurance has 
perished. His honesty awakens 
permission for us also to be hon-
est when we face pain and grief. 
Whether suffering comes as the 
result of our sins or from circum-
stances outside of our control or 
even because of our faith, God 
can handle our emotions and our 
mental anguish. But like Jeremi-
ah, we must learn to call to mind 
his truth to center us and to an-
chor us.

It is hard to bring to mind 
what we haven’t yet placed in our 
minds. This is why the frequent 
and daily reading of scripture is 
so important. It is also why some 
of us remember the hymns. We 
sang them over and over again 
whenever the church gathered. 
For me that was Sunday morning, 
Sunday evening, and Wednesday 
evening. Whenever the church 
gathered, the hymns were sung. 

Jeremiah’s anchor in the mid-
dle of his lament was remember-
ing that the Lord’s love is stead-
fast, his mercy never ends, and 
both come fresh every morning 
because of God’s faithfulness. 
When pain, suffering, hardship, 
uncertainty, temptation, or na-
tional and global crises come our 
way, we must turn to the truth 
of God to center and anchor us 
through it all.

Dean 
Collins
President, Point 
University

Hymns of hope 
in the middle 
of lament

Sometimes when making a difficult decision, 
there are two good choices.

And sometimes that can make the decision 
even more difficult.

From our outside perspective, we believe the 
Chambers County School Board and Superinten-
dent Casey Chambley agonized over the location of 
a new consolidated high school. The cities of Valley 
and LaFayette had both come forward with possible 
locations, available land and reasoning on why the 
school should be built there.

Ultimately, the school board chose the Valley site. 
The reasons cited for the decision include the 

population of Valley being larger, meaning more 
CCSD students are much closer to the Valley site. 
That means there’s less travel involved for most stu-
dents. Less travel means reduced costs for the dis-
trict as well. 

The LaFayette site had more land available, but 
the access to Ram Stadium and the convenience of 
Valley ended up being important deciding factors.

We know everyone has an opinion about this de-
cision, and what it means for each city moving for-
ward. And we know some are understandably upset 
that the school will be in Valley.  

But we also believe this was the correct decision. 
Anyone from Chambers County could make an 

argument for either site, but it’s important to take 
off your Ram-colored or Bulldog-shaded glasses and 
see the full picture. This isn’t about one student or 
about history or legacy. It’s about the future. 

The board had to look at the big picture and think 
about all 3,000 plus students enrolled in CCSD. 
They had to take every argument, every angle, all 
the data and make this extremely difficult decision 
about the future of the school district.

It’s also important to remember that for 52 years 
no one had taken this necessary step, one required 
by a court order. This could not be ignored. There 
was no option to keep the status quo. Changes had 
to be made or the situation was possibly going to get 
much more serious. 

We think it’s fair to say the school system’s feet 
was to the fire. Anyone arguing that CCSD should 
leave things as they are now — or rethink consolida-
tion entirely — is misinformed and doesn’t under-
stand what’s happening. 

An order agreed upon in 1993 called for the “con-
struction and operation of a single, consolidated 
high school in the district.” Yes, for those of you that 

remember 1993, those were the pre-internet days 
when Facebook and Google weren’t even a thing yet. 

We read a column somewhere that said the school 
district should slow down this decision. We laughed. 
After 29 years since that 1993 order, don’t you think 
it’s been long enough? What would another year do? 
How would that solve any of the problems with uni-
tary status that have been around since 1970? 

Instead, CCSD has finally taken a major step that, 
if approved by a federal judge, will finally allow it 
to move past the court order that has been over the 
school system for decades.

And while both sites were worthy of strong con-
sideration, the Valley site won out for a few simple 
reasons. 

Ultimately, it does not make sense for the school 
system to pay substantially more to transport stu-
dents to LaFayette. CCSD said it would’ve cost the 
district more than $6.4 million to transport stu-
dents to LaFayette while only $3.9 million to trans-
port students to the Valley site, so a savings of $2.3 
million annually. Money ultimately isn’t everything, 
and it wasn’t the only deciding factor either. 

LaFayette also has a much smaller percentage of 
the overall CCSD student body. According to CCSD, 
33% of students are in the LaFayette zone, while 
67% are in the Valley zone. Again, that means put-
ting the high school in Valley displaces less students. 

That doesn’t mean we don’t feel for the city of 
LaFayette. It’s hard to say what losing a high school 
might mean for the city’s economy overall. Small 
towns are often centered around their high schools, 
and LaFayette is certainly no exception.

The new STEAM Academy ensures that LaFayette 
High will still be used, and there will still be young 
people in the city, learning and furthering their ed-
ucation. 

At the same time, the loss of Friday night football, 
weekday basketball and other athletic and academic 
ventures means less people eating out and spending 
money around town. That’s going to be a lot for La-
Fayette to overcome. 

But the decision is made now, and it’s time to 
move forward, assuming a federal judge gives it a 
stamp of approval. 

We know this was a tough decision, one that had 
to be made, one way or the other. We appreciate 
Chambley and the board for sorting through all of 
the data and making the choice they believe will be 
best for the future of students in Chambers County. 

“Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment 

of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of 

speech, or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably 
to assemble, and to petition 

the Government for a redress 
of grievances.”

TODAY IN HISTORY

TODAY’S HIGHLIGHT IN HISTORY:
4On Nov. 5, 2009, a shooting rampage at the 
Fort Hood Army post in Texas left 13 people 
dead; Maj. Nidal Hasan, an Army psychia-
trist, was later convicted of murder and sen-
tenced to death. (No execution date has been 
set.)

ON THIS DATE:
4In 1605, the “Gunpowder Plot” failed as 
Guy Fawkes was seized before he could blow 
up the English Parliament.
4In 1872, suffragist Susan B. Anthony defied 
the law by attempting to cast a vote for Presi-
dent Ulysses S. Grant. (Anthony was convict-
ed by a judge and fined $100, but she never 
paid the penalty.)
4In 1912, Democrat Woodrow Wilson was 
elected president, defeating Progressive Par-
ty candidate Theodore Roosevelt, incumbent 
Republican William Howard Taft and Social-
ist Eugene V. Debs.
4In 1940, President Franklin D. Roosevelt 
won an unprecedented third term in office as 
he defeated Republican challenger Wendell L. 
Willkie.
4In 1964, NASA launched Mariner 3, which 
was supposed to fly by Mars, but the space-
craft failed to reach its destination.
4In 1968, Republican Richard M. Nixon won 
the presidency, defeating Democratic Vice 
President Hubert H. Humphrey and Amer-
ican Independent candidate George C. Wal-
lace.
4In 1974, Democrat Ella T. Grasso was elect-
ed governor of Connecticut, becoming the 
first woman to win a gubernatorial office 
without succeeding her husband.
4In 1992, Malice Green, a Black motor-
ist, died after he was struck in the head 14 
times with a flashlight by a Detroit police 
officer, Larry Nevers, outside a suspected 
crack house. (Nevers and his partner, Walter 
Budzyn, were found guilty of second-degree 
murder, but the convictions were overturned; 
they were later convicted of involuntary man-
slaughter.)

4In 1994, former President Ronald Reagan 
disclosed he had Alzheimer’s disease.
4In 2006, Saddam Hussein was convicted 
and sentenced by the Iraqi High Tribunal to 
hang for crimes against humanity.
4In 2007, Hollywood writers began a three-
month strike, forcing late-night talk shows to 
immediately start airing reruns.
4In 2011, former Penn State defensive coor-
dinator Jerry Sandusky, accused of molest-
ing eight boys, was arrested and released on 
$100,000 bail after being arraigned on 40 
criminal counts.

TEN YEARS AGO: 
4The U.S. Supreme Court ruled a South Car-
olina sheriff’s office could be held liable for 
attorneys’ fees for stopping abortion pro-
testers who wanted to hold up signs showing 
aborted fetuses.

FIVE YEARS AGO: 
4A gunman armed with an assault rifle 
opened fire in a small South Texas church, 
killing more than two dozen people; the 
shooter, Devin Patrick Kelley, was later found 
dead in a vehicle after he was shot and chased 
by two men who heard the gunfire. 

ONE YEAR AGO: 
4A crush of fans during a performance by 
rapper Travis Scott at a Houston music fes-
tival left ten people dead, as people were 
squeezed so tightly they couldn’t breathe. 

TODAY’S BIRTHDAYS: 
4Actor Harris Yulin is 85. Actor Chris Rob-
inson is 84. Actor Elke Sommer is 82. Singer 
Art Garfunkel is 81. Singer Peter Noone is 75. 
TV personality Kris Jenner is 67. Actor Nestor 
Serrano is 67. AActor Tatum O’Neal is 59. Ac-
tor Andrea McArdle is 59. Rock singer Angelo 
Moore (Fishbone) is 57. Actor Judy Reyes is 
55. Actor Seth Gilliam is 54. Rock musician 
Mark Hunter (James) is 54. Actor Sam Rock-
well is 54. Actor Corin Nemec is 51. Rock mu-
sician Jonny Greenwood (Radiohead) is 51.

OUR MISSION
The goals we set for ourselves

The Valley Times-News and 
its employees strive for the 
following:
4 To report news accurately 
and without bias
4 To edit and publish with 
integrity and with the best 
interests of our community in 
mind
4 To take an active leadership 
role in our community
4 To do what we say we 
will do
4 To bend over backwards 
to meet the needs of our 
advertisers
4 To operate at a profit 
level that allows us to fairly 
compensate our employees, 
reinvest in our organization and 
stand independent from outside 
influences
4 And, above all, to treat 
our readers, advertisers and 
employees as we would like to 
be treated ourselves.

DIRECTORY
Below is a partial listing of the staff 

and administration of The Valley 
Times-News

Daniel Evans
President and Publisher
daniel.evans@lagrangenews.com

Ed Pugh
General Manager
ed.pugh@valleytimes-news.com

Noah Patheja
Sports Reporter
noah.patheja@valleytimes-news.com

Wayne Clark
Contributing Writer
wayne.clark@valleytimes-news.com

Charlotte Reames
Reporter
charlotte.reames@valleytimes-news.com

WANTED: NEWS
How to submit articles, photos

The Valley Times-News is 
always looking for articles and 
photography that help us tell 
the stories of the communities 
we serve. Please feel free to 
submit your news to us, and 
photos as well. 

Electronic delivery of articles 
and photographs assists us in 
getting your submission into 
print sooner. It also reduces the 
risk of errors that occur during 
the typesetting process. 

Articles generally should be 
500 words or less, though we 
will consider longer pieces in 
special circumstances.

Photographs should be saved 
at a resolution not less than 
200 dots per inch. Send them 
in color and we’ll convert to 
black-and-white if necessary. 
Photos printed on ink-jet 
printers aren’t of acceptable 
quality. 

Any questions about articles 
or photo submissions should be 
directed to news@valleytimes-
news.com, or by calling (334) 
644-1101 and ask for the 
newsroom.

OUR HISTORY
A history of serving 
our communities

The Valley Times-News started 
publication as a daily newspaper 
March 2, 1950 as the result 
of combining three weekly 
newspapers, The Chattahoochee 
Valley Times, The Valley Tribune 
and The West Point News.

V
LETTER TO 
THE EDITOR: 
Want to send 
us your opin-
ion on  a local 
topic? 
Send it to 
news@valleytimes-news.com
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BEST FEATURE PHOTO
1st: The Cullman Tribune
Fairview’s Bradley Smith honors his 
mother who died of cancer
by: Martha Needham 
2nd: The News-Courier (Athens)
iAcademy Dog
by: Nicolle Sartain
3rd: Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper)
Strike up the band
by: Ron Harris

BEST NEWS PHOTO
1st: The Cullman Times
Memorial Day
by: Amanda Shavers
2nd: The Cullman Times
A smooth start
by: Patrick Camp
3rd: The Fort 
Payne Times-Journal
Northeast Shines at Holiday Gala
by: Steven Stiefel

BEST SPOT NEWS 
PHOTO
1st: The Cullman Tribune
‘I’m going to call you Lola’ Senior re-
ceives robotic dog
by: Amy Leonard
2nd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
A boy joins the band
by: Steven Stiefel
3rd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Rosies remember the last world war
by: Steven Stiefel

BEST SPORTS PHOTO
1st: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
Statement Win
by: Jason Bowen
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
Wildchamps
by: Jason Bowen
3rd: The Cullman Tribune
An airborne bull rider at the Cowboy 
Church of Morgan County’s Red, White 
& Bulls Event
by: Martha Needham

BEST PHOTO ESSAY
1st: The Gadsden Times
Barbarian Challenge Gallery
by: Jesse Jarrold-Grapes
2nd: Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper)
Kiwanis Club hosts Track and Field Day
by: Ron Harris
3rd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Wreaths Across America
by: Steven Stiefel

BEST USE OF GRAPHICS 
OR ILLUSTRATIONS 
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Freeze Warning infographic
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
Gas Prices
by: Elizabeth Law
3rd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
Impact of Covid
by: Elizabeth Law

BEST HEADLINE
1st: The Outlook 
(Alexander City)
Driving into the news
2nd: The News-Courier (Athens)
Quacking the case: Public notices 
Big Spring Park dwindling duck 
population
3rd: The Clanton Advertiser
Students prepping for hot career 
keeping community cool 
by: Joyanna Love 

BEST SPECIAL 
SECTION NEWSPRINT 
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Dadeville Magazine
by: staff
2nd: The Cullman Times
Community Heroes featuring rapid 
responders
by: Benjamin Bullard, Patrick Camp, 
Amanda Shavers
3rd: The Clanton Advertiser
Progress 2022: Centers of Community 
by: staff

BEST NICHE 
PUBLICATION
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Lake Martin: We Make It Great Here!
2nd: The News-Courier (Athens)
Blitz Magazine 2022
3rd: The Cullman Times
Salute to Industry

CREATIVE USE OF 
MULTIMEDIA 
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
150 years of history

ONLINE BREAKING 
NEWS COVERAGE
1st: The Cullman Tribune
Jason Crawford guilty of murder
by: Amy Leonard, Noah Galilee
2nd: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Car extraction from TPI office
by: staff
3rd: The Cullman Tribune
CPD investigates death of infant
by: staff

BEST USE OF SOCIAL 
MEDIA 
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
City Council live broadcasts
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
Snow much fun
3rd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
Back to School

BEST PODCAST SERIES
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
The Weekly Outlook

BEST USE OF VIDEO 
(SHORTER THAN 2 
MINUTES)  
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
TPI - who are we?
by: staff
2nd: The Cullman Tribune
Budweiser Clydesdales
by: Janet Chandler 
3rd: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Southern Star Farms hosts holiday market
by: Abigail Murphy

BEST USE OF VIDEO 
(LONGER THAN 2 
MINUTES)
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
TPI Talk with David Boleware
by: staff
2nd: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Dyslexia Awareness Month
by: Abigail Murphy
3rd: The Cullman Tribune
Cullman County Child Development 
Center Graduation 
by: Amy Leonard

The Outlook 
Online Breaking News 

Coverage

ABOUT US CONTACT US E-EDITION CONTESTS CROSSWORD TPI JOB BOARD Sign Up Log In

    83°
Partly Cloudy 

MENU News Sports Subscribe Calendar

PROMOTION

Car extraction from TPI office
Sep 19, 2022 Updated Sep 19, 2022  

As featured on

Driving into the news: Car breaks through wall of The
Outlook in accident
A Sunday evening accident left a driver shaken and a building damaged.

SECTIONS

News
Sports
Opinion
Obituaries
Multimedia
eEditions
Contests

Home

SERVICES

Subscriptions
Classifieds & Legal Notices
Contact Us
Calendar
Newsletter Sign Up
Search
Weather
Small Business Releases

CONTACT INFORMATION

alexcityoutlook.com
548 Cherokee Road
Alexander City, AL 35010 
Phone: 256-234-4281
Email: editor@alexcityoutlook.com

FOLLOW US

    

© Copyright 2023 Alex City Outlook 548 Cherokee Road, Alexander City, AL  | Terms of Use  | Privacy Policy Powered by BLOX Content Management System from BLOX Digital. Privacy -
Terms
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DIVISION C Non-daily newspapers 4,001 circulation and above

GENERAL EXCELLENCE
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)

FOI-FIRST AMENDMENT 
AWARD
1st: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Alabama spends millions on police body 
camera videos the public can’t see
by: staff
2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
Meetings must be held in person
by: Dee Ann Campbell
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Briarwood principal firing
by: Alec Etheredge

BEST NEWSPAPER 
WEBSITE
1st: The Alabama Baptist
www.thealabamabaptist.org
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
www.shelbycountyreporter.com
3rd: Birmingham Business Journal
www.bizjournals.com/birmingham

BEST PRODUCTION 
AND PRINTING
1st: Birmingham Business Journal
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
3rd: Call News (Citronelle)

BEST PUBLIC SERVICE
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Chelsea school system vote
by: Alec Etheredge, Emily Sparacino
2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
Leadership in Diversity programming
by: staff
3rd: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Triggered — Alabama’s gun violence 
epidemic
by: Scott Johnson

BEST EDITORIAL PAGE 
OR SECTION
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
3rd: Call News (Citronelle)

BEST LIFESTYLE/FAMILY 
PAGES
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
2nd: Citizen of East Alabama 
(Phenix City)
by: Denise DuBois and staff 
3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)

BEST SPORTS 
COVERAGE
1st: Call News (Citronelle)
by: staff
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
by: Alec Etheredge
3rd: Lagniappe (Mobile)
by: Tommy Hicks

BEST LOCAL ECONOMIC 
COVERAGE
1st: Birmingham Business Journal
by: Joshua Mann, A.J. O’Leary, Illyshia 
Parker
2nd: Citizen of East Alabama 
(Phenix City)
3rd: Call News (Citronelle)

BEST LOCAL 
EDUCATION 
COVERAGE
1st: Call News (Citronelle)
2nd: Shelby County 
Reporter (Columbiana)
3rd: Birmingham Business 
Journal

BEST LOCAL 
NEWS 
COVERAGE
1st: The Choctaw Sun-
Advocate (Gilbertown)
by: Dee Ann Campbell
2nd: Shelby County 
Reporter (Columbiana)
3rd: The Mountain Valley 
News (Rainsville)

BEST USE OF 
PHOTOGRAPHS/
EDITORIAL 
CONTENT
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
by: Connor Bucy and Jamie Dawkins
2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
3rd: Call News (Citronelle)

BEST LAYOUT AND 
DESIGN
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
by: Connor Bucy, Jamie Dawkins
2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
by: Laurie Lawrence
3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
by: Dee Ann Campbell

BEST SPOT NEWS STORY
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
A Close Call
by: Alec Etheredge
2nd: Shelby County Reporter Helena 
police investigating double homicide
by: Michelle Love
3rd: Call News (Citronelle)
Body Found
by: Willie Gray, John O’Dell

BEST IN-DEPTH NEWS 
COVERAGE
1st: Birmingham Business Journal
World Games BHM 2022
by: staff

The Southern Star 
Best In-Depth News Coverage

PAGE SLUG: THE SOUTHERN STAR, PAGE 1 SECTION A CMYK
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Spark Studios VBS
Vacation Bible 

School is starting at 
Campground Baptist 
Church. Children ages 
4 – grade 6 are admitted 
free from June 6 – 10 
between 8:30 – 11:30 
a.m. 

Get those creative 
juices flowing at 
Spark Studios where 
imagination is ignited, 
and creativity is 
awakened. Whether 
kids are exploring their 
artistic side in the Bible 
Study Studio or Crafts 
Design Center, laying 
down a track at the 
Music Sound Stage, 
or bringing inventions 
to life at the Missions 
Workshop, they will 
learn, like King David, 
to use their talents to 
bring their glory to 
God. They will discover 
that their creativity is a 
gift from the infinitely 
creative Creator who 
designed them for His 
glory.

Call (334) 774-2071 
or visit our website 
campgroundbaptist.org 
for more information.

Quiet Pioneer, the 
Wilbur Jackson 

Story
A film documenting 

the early years of 
the football career of 
Wilbur Jackson will 
premiere at the Flowers 
Center Sunday, June 5 
at 4 p.m. 
A donation will be 

accepted at the door.
Produced by OSG 

Sports Media.

OCAP NEWS
Public Service 
Announcement

OCAP will be taking 
call-in appointments 
only for their Regular 
LIHEAP Cooling 
program on June 
13, 2022 in Ozark 
starting at 8:00 a.m. 
Appointments are 
made on a first come, 
first serve basis until 
all appointments are 
issued. NOTE – the 
utility bill MUST be 
in your name, prior 
month’s total household 
income and ORIGINAL 
Social Security cards 
are required to make 
application. Contact 
your local OCAP office 
in Ozark at 334-774-
2011.
NO WALK-INS will 

be taken. 

Column One

Thursday, June 2, 2022Volume 155 • Number 22  Ozark, Alabama www.ozarkal.news 75¢

COUNTY SEAT WEEKLY ALL THE HOME NEWS

“For nothing is secret that will not be revealed, nor anything hidden that will not be known and come to light.”

The Southern   Star
SERVING CITIZENS & BUSINESSES OF OZARK AND DALE COUNTY SINCE 1867

twitter.com/ozarkalnews
facebook.com/ozarkal.news

See EMS on Page 16A

Dale County High School held their graduation exercises Friday, May 27 at the Ozark Civic Center. Photo 
submitted. 

Municipalities Upset Over Inequitable Disbursement of 
ARPA Funds to Area EMS

The above map shows crudely drawn lines depicting the designated service areas for 
each of the EMS providers in the county. Photo by Christina Faulkner.

By Christina Faulkner
Municipalities in Dale 

County are displeased 
with a disbursement of 
American Rescue Plan 
Act (ARPA) funds in-
tended for Emergency 
Medical Service (EMS) 
providers in the county. 
The disbursement was 
authorized via a resolu-
tion passed by the Dale 
County Commission 
during the May 10 com-
mission meeting. Ac-
cording to the resolution, 
the disbursement will 
be paid quarterly and is 
based on the square mile-
age of the unincorporated 
portion of the county for 
which each EMS provid-
er will provide contract-
ed services. However, 
some municipalities say 
this is unfair, as they and 
their citizens are left out 
of the funding.

After receiving al-
most $10 million dol-
lars in ARPA funding 
designed to mitigate the 
negative economic and 
financial impacts of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, 
the Dale County Com-
mission voted to partner 
with the Association of 
County Commissions’ 
(ACCA) Investing in Al-
abama Counties (IAC) 
program for administrat-
ing the federal funds. In 
exchange for their guid-
ance, IAC receives 9% 

of the county’s ARPA 
funding. 

The Commission con-
tacted IAC to determine 
how they could use the 
funds in regard to EMS, 
according to Sonny Bras-
field, Executive Director 
of ACCA. According to 
Brasfield funding could 
have been allocated 
based on a number of 
ideas. During a Special 
called meeting held May 
5, Brasfield told those 
present that problems ex-
isted within the treasury 
department’s guidance 
to allocate funds based 
on EMS response ex-
penses, including med-
ical transport related to 
COVID-19. Brasfield 
stated that the compli-
cations came with the 
amount of paperwork 
and accounting associat-
ed with such payouts. 

Brasfield went on to 
urge those present to di-
vide the unincorporated 
areas of the county into 
designated service areas 
that would be contract-
ed to each EMS provid-
er and paid according to 
square mileage. 

However, in a later in-
terview, Brasfield said, 
“In the end, it’s a Coun-
ty Commission decision. 
The money was allocated 
to the County Commis-
sion.” 

The Dale County EMS 

Association met later that 
week to determine who 
would cover which ar-
eas of the unincorporated 
portions of the county. 
On May 10, the Coun-
ty Commission passed 
a resolution authorizing 

the expenditure of ARPA 
funds with each of the 
participating EMS pro-
viders receiving $717.50 

for each square mile to 
which they agreed to 
cover. 

Are Charges for Failure to Pay 
Trash Bill Equal to Debtor’s Prison
By Christina Faulkner

Most people assume 
you can’t go to jail if you 
owe money to someone 
in the United States. In 
most cases that is true. 
Debtor’s prisons were 
outlawed in the United 
States in 1833, but some 
still use jail as a means 
to make people pay fees, 
fines, and other monies 
owed. This was the case 
of a Newton man this 
past week. His charges 
read, “Failure to Pay 
Trash Bill.” The gentle-

man was jailed for a pe-
riod of 42 minutes, not to 
include the time it took 
for deputies to arrest him, 
transport him, book him, 
and then to release him 
once he signed his bond.  

Dale County uses a 
third party, Mark Dun-
ning Industries, to collect 
solid waste from its citi-
zens. In turn, the County 
charges its citizens $18 
for participation in this 
program. Participation in 
the program is mandatory 
and has been since 1993 

according to the county’s 
website. 

While federal law re-
quires each state to man-
age its solid waste collec-
tion and disposal, it does 
not authorize the states 
to violate federal law 
by jailing its citizens for 
failure to pay for services 
imposed upon them. Ad-
ditionally, the govern-
ment does not have the 
right to impose the pur-
chase of a service upon 
its citizens. 

See Debt on Page 7A

Primaries End with 
Multiple Run-offs
By Christina Faulkner

In the primary elec-
tion held last week on 
Tuesday, May 24, Adam 
Enfinger defeated in-
cumbent Dale County 
Commissioner, Charles 
“Chic” Gary for the Dis-
trict 3 seat with 53.64% 
of the total vote. Gover-
nor Kay Ivey withstood 
an eight-candidate race 
without a resulting run-
off. Ivey secured 54.5% 
of the vote. Only two 
other Republican prima-
ry races ended cleanly 
with no run-off, Steve 
Marshall for Attorney 
General and Greg Cook 
for Associate Justice of 

the Supreme Court Place 
5. 

Of these the most no-
table is Katie Britt with 
44.7% of the vote and 
Mo Brooks with 29.2% 
will face off for the high-
ly contested Senate seat 
being vacated by Richard 
Shelby. 

Josh Carnley and Mike 
Jones, Jr. will enter a run-
off on June 11, for State 
Senator District No. 31. 
Wes Allen and Jim Zei-
gler will meet once again 
in the run-off after Zei-
gler only secured 42.7% 
of the total vote. Allen 
held 39.7% of voters. 

Stan Cooke and An-
drew Sorrell will also 
face a run-off with Sor-
rell securing just 39.5% 
of the vote and Cooke 
just 32.8%. The remain-
ing votes went to their 
opponent, Rusty Glover. 

In the Democratic 
primary, gubernatorial 
candidates, Yolanda Ro-
chelle Flowers and Ma-
See Primaries on Page 5A

Lagniappe
Best Public Service
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2nd: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Lawsuits allege investments funded 
Mobile couple’s ‘lavish’ lifestyle
by: Scott Johnson
3rd: The Southern Star (Ozark)
Community Concern of EMS ARPA 
Distribution
by: Christina Faulkner

BEST BUSINESS STORY 
OR COLUMN
1st: Birmingham Business Journal
Not Your Average Joe
by: A.J. O’Leary
2nd: Lagniappe (Mobile)
‘We move with the oysters’ — Alabama’s 
prolific tongers are raking ‘em in
by: Scott Johnson
3rd: Birmingham Business Journal
Woodlawn on the Rise
by: Illyshia Parker

BEST FEATURE STORY 
COVERAGE
1st: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Fighting for hearts and minds
by: Brady Petree
2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
Answers Beneath Antarctic Ice
by: Cara Clark
3rd: Lagniappe
Still Standing - Bankhead Tunnel 
remains undefeated after 80 years 
of determined drivers
by: Kyle Hamrick

BEST NEWS 
FEATURE STORY 
COVERAGE
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Tracking an ongoing issue
by: Meg Herndon
2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
We Need Answers
by: Dee Ann Campbell
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
Community unites to honor
Chayse Jones
by: Alec Etheredge

BEST EDITORIAL
1st: The Choctaw Sun-
Advocate (Gilbertown)
Eye to Eye, Face to Face
by: Dee Ann Campbell
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Hitting too close to home
by: Alec Etheredge
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
Facing fears is about more than 
ourselves
by: Alec Etheredge

BEST HUMOROUS 
COLUMN
1st: Call News (Citronelle)
My 50 Year Reunion? Groovy 
Baby
by: Emmett Burnett
2nd: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Generationally speaking 
by: Ashley Trice
3rd: The Mountain Valley News 
(Rainsville)
Granny Was Eccentric
by: Neal Wooten

BEST HUMAN 
INTEREST COLUMN
1st: The Advertiser-Gleam 
(Guntersville)
Sara Says - Reaching out matters a lot 
by: Sara Watkins
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Braxton’s special purpose
by: Alec Etheredge
3rd: The Montgomery Independent
From The Booster Seat To The Driver’s 
Seat - They Grow Up Fast
by: Jeff Martin

BEST EDITORIAL 
COLUMN OR 
COMMENTARY
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Sharon Yeager’s impact was endless
by: Alec Etheredge
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
Decision needs transparency
by: Alec Etheredge
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
Chelsea needs a school system
by: Alec Etheredge

BEST SPORTS NEWS 
IN-DEPTH COVERAGE
1st: Call News (Citronelle)
Saraland TRO denied Huge Win for 
Spartan program Saraland cleared
by: Jimmy Wigfield
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
World Games Coverage
by: staff
3rd: Birmingham Business Journal
World Games coverage
by: staff

BEST SPORTS SINGLE 
EVENT STORY
1st: Call News (Citronelle)
Spartans Want That Crown
by: Jimmy Wigfield
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Best Day Ever
by: Alec Etheredge
3rd: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Curtis ‘relieved’ to set record as UMS-
Wright tops Headland 
by: Brady Petree

BEST SPORTS FEATURE 
STORY
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Best Day Ever
by: Alec Etheredge
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
Looking forward
by: Alec Etheredge
3rd: Birmingham Business Journal
USFL players talk Birmingham
by: Ashlee Woods

BEST LOCAL SPORTS 
COLUMN
1st: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Lifetime memories are made at state 
basketball tournament
by: Randy Kennedy
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
The importance of autism awareness
by: Alec Etheredge

Shelby County Reporter 
Best Sports Single Event Story

INSIDE ON THE WEB
Calendar ...................11B

Classifieds ..................6B

Spotted .......................3B

Business .....................1B

Obituaries ...................4A
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Worship ......................5B

See pages 5-6A for 
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Want to see 
who topped 
the weekly 
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Peyton Grillo, a team manager for the Thompson basketball team, got his first start for the Warriors and drained the game’s first shot 
against Helena on Tuesday night, Feb. 1.

FOR THE REPORTER/LARRY DANCY

By ALEC ETHEREDGE
Managing Editor

A L A B A S T E R 
— Overcome with emotions, 
Peyton Grillo stood up and 
walked to the locker room 
just seconds after hitting 
the shot of his life for the 
Thompson Warriors. 

The team manager for the 

Thompson basketball team, 
Grillo is also on the autism 
spectrum. That didn’t stop 
him from making his first 
start on autism awareness 
night inside Warrior Arena 
on Tuesday, Feb. 1 to cel-
ebrate Shooting 2 Change. 

Taking on county rival 
Helena, the Warriors won 
the tip and ran a play Grillo 

came up with and creatively 
named “stick.” 

With guard Justin Pegues 
dribbling at the top of the cir-
cle, Grillo ran into the paint, 
went baseline and found 
himself behind the three-
point line. 

Pegues kicked the ball to 
him, Grillo lined up his shot 
and let it fly. Seconds later, 

players and students mobbed 
him after finding the bottom 
of the net on the first shot of 
the game for a 3-0 lead. 

“That was unbelievable. 
I’m not a real emotional guy, 
but I started to feel like I 
was going to get some tears 
even though I didn’t,” Grillo 

‘The best day ever’
Basketball manager with autism makes a splash

By ALEC ETHEREDGE 
Managing Editor

NORTH SHELBY
– During a rally in sup-
port of current Briarwood 
Christian School Upper 
Head Dr. Shawn Brower 
on Sunday, Jan. 30, par-
ents, teachers, students, 
graduates and more flooded 
Veterans Park. 

Official word came 
down from the church on 
Saturday afternoon that 
Brower’s contract had 
not been renewed for the 
2022-2023 school year in a 
letter from the church’s 
Transition Team. 

Since then, an apol-
ogy has been shared by Jim 
Alexander, Briarwood’s 
pastor of board directed 

ministries. 
In the original letter 

to parents, it was shared 
that Brower had not been 
fired or placed under a “gag 
order,” but that he was 
informed at the earliest 
stage possible he would not 
be offered a contract for the 
2022-23 academic year.

The letter said the deci-
sion was made with full 
knowledge that Brower had 
not returned his form indi-
cating he intended to return 
to Briarwood for the next 
year. 

On Sunday, however, 
Brower shared a statement 
with the Briarwood family, 
saying it came as a surprise 
to him on Jan. 25, as he had 

Brower gives
insight, church
shares apology

Briarwood Upper School Principal Shawn Brower shared a let-
ter with parents on Sunday, Jan. 30 in response to his contract 
not being renewed, while the school followed with an apology.

FILE

By EMILY SPARACINO
Staff Writer

CHELSEA – Chelsea’s 
first public hearing about the 
potential formation of a city 
school system drew numer-
ous residents to Liberty 
Baptist Church on the night 
of Thursday, Jan. 27.

Chelsea City Council 
members and more than 20 
residents spoke during the 
hearing, which was also 
livestreamed on the city’s 
Facebook page. 

The hearing was another 
step in gathering public feed-
back about whether the for-
mation of a municipal school 
system would be a viable 
option for Chelsea to address 
school facility issues, and 
how a school system—and 

any facility improvements 
or construction—could be 
funded.

“There won’t be any 

decisions or votes tonight,” 
Chelsea Public Information 

Chelsea residents voice opinions

Chelsea City Councilmember Scott Weygand speaks to attendees 
of a public hearing about the city’s consideration of options for 
forming an independent school system on Thursday, Jan. 27.

REPORTER PHOTO/EMILY SPARACINO

 Chelsea’s fi rst public 
hearing about the 
potential formation of a 
city school system drew 
numerous residents to 
Liberty Baptist Church 
on the night of Thursday, 
Jan. 27.

 Chelsea City Council 
members and more than 
20 residents spoke during 
the hearing.

 The hearing was 
another step in gathering 
public feedback about 
whether the formation of a 
municipal school system 
would be a viable option 
for Chelsea to address 
school facility issues.

QUICK FACTS

By ALEC ETHEREDGE 
Managing Editor

 
COLUMBIANA – The 

suspect in a double homi-
cide that occurred in 
Helena on Jan. 19 made his 
first court appearance since 
being extradited back to 
Alabama from Florida ear-
lier this week.

John Peyton Scott III 
appeared in front of judge 
William Bostick for the first 
time, as Bostick read him 
his rights and outlined a 

warrant that gave insight 
into what allegedly hap-
pened on that night two 
weeks earlier.

According to the war-
rant, Scott allegedly fatally 
shot Chester E Tarwater Jr., 
while fatally stabbing and 
shooting girlfriend Sharon 
Tarwater Whited.

Bostick said because of 
the capital nature of the 
crime, he would continue 
to hold Scott in the Shelby 

Scott makes first
appearance in
Shelby County

John Peyton Scott III arrives for his first court appearance. He 
faces capital murder chargers for the deaths of Sharon Tarwater 
Whited and Chester E Tarwater Jr.

REPORTER PHOTO/ALEC ETHEREDGE

By MICHELLE LOVE
Staff Writer

On Saturday, Jan. 29, 
the owners of the Pelham 
and Helena locations of 
Golden Rule BBQ released 
an announcement that he 
was closing the restaurant’s 
doors for good.

“With much sadness I have 

to let everyone know that I 
have to close the Golden Rule 
BBQ in Pelham and Helena,” 
Paul Curcio, the owner of the 
establishments, wrote in his 
announcement on Facebook. 
“We have never been able to 
recover from all the various 
impacts the last two years 
have put on the company.”

Golden Rule marks 

another in a long line of res-
taurants who have closed 
their doors due to the com-
plications arising from the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Many 
restaurants have had issues 
with maintaining proper 
staffing and shortages from 
the supply chain crisis and 
found it within their best 
interest if they closed per-

manently.
“Golden Rule corporate 

and my company tried tire-
lessly over the last three 
months to try to save the 
Pelham and Helena loca-
tions,” Curcio wrote. “Both 
have been part of the com-
munity for over 20 years, and 

Local Golden Rule BBQ locations now closed

See GOLDEN, Page 8A

See CHELSEA, Page 8A

See SCOTT, Page 8A

See BASKETBALL, Page 8A

See BROWER, Page 8A

The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
Best News Feature Story Coverage

By Dee Ann Campbell 
Sun-Advocate Publisher 

COFFEEVILLE – The Choctaw County Sheriff’s 
department assisted Clarke County authorities in the re-
sponse to a call to a home in Coffeeville on Sunday 
evening where a two-year-old boy was found dead. 

The call came into Choctaw E911 at just after 6 p.m. 
seeking assistance from local law enforcement at a home 
on West Bend Road. According to a report from WKRG 
in Mobile, a nurse was attempting to perform CPR on 
the child when law enforcement arrived, but the child 
did not survive. 

The situation quickly escalated. 
“A couple of times a suspect came to the door with 

a gun saying that police officers and deputies were going 
to have to kill her,” Clarke County Sheriff DeWayne 
Smith said in the report. 

Following a standoff that reportedly spanned about 
45 minutes, the individual, later identified as the child’s 
mother, attempted to leave the home, waving a gun at 
the deputies.  

Local law enforcement asking state 
for help to deal with mentally ill 

“WE  
NEED  

ANSWERS” 

By Dee Ann Campbell 
Sun-Advocate Publisher 

BUTLER – “Somebody needs to 
give us some answers.” 

Butler Police Chief Jimmy 
Huckeba sat in his office in late May 
and talked about an issue that has be-
come one of the most difficult prob-
lems faced by his department – how 
to handle mentally ill individuals and 
who to call for help when his officers 
need it. 

“There is nowhere to take these 

people and we end up trying to deal 
with them over and over again,” he 
said. “I’m tired of not being able to 
get people the help they need. We are 
NOT the answer. Somebody needs to 
tell us who is responsible.” 

The problem, he said, is a lack of 
available beds in mental health facili-
ties, a lack of assistance for officers 
and county jails that are trying to deal 
with the problem, and a system that 
keeps placing the mentally ill back 
into communities without adequately 
addressing their problems – and back 
into the hands of local law enforce-

ment. 
Huckeba’s concern about the 

issue led to a meeting with state and 
regional mental health officials who 
gathered at Butler City Hall last 
Wednesday. Included in the meeting 
was Commissioner of the Alabama 
Department of Mental Health 
(ADMH) Kimberly Boswell, along 
with West Alabama Mental Health Di-
rector Patricia Moore, and other state 
and regional staff members, along 
with Sheriff Scott Lolley and Officer 
Blake Richardson of Clarke County. 

See COFFEEVILLE, page 4

Commission files 
additional response 

JAIL LAWSUIT

By Dee Ann Campbell 
Sun-Advocate Publisher 

BUTLER – Attorneys for the Choctaw County 
Commission have filed an additional response to a May 
25 motion filed by Sheriff Scott Lolley in the lawsuit 
over the Choctaw County Jail. 

The new document, filed by the commission in 
Choctaw County Circuit Court on June 23, was listed 
as a ‘sur-reply’ in opposition to Lolley’s motion that the 
commission repay the attorney’s fees incurred by the 
Sheriff in filing the lawsuit. 

Lolley’s May 25 motion stated that he had spent an 
excess of $85,000 in discretionary money for attorney 
fees, costs, and expenses in getting to the point where a 
new jail will be built. Citing Alabama Code Section 6-
6-231, the motion asked the court to require the com-
mission to repay that amount, or ‘such further additional
sum as the court deems appropriate’ because ‘without
the filing of this lawsuit the new jail would not have
been built’.

The commission offered a response to the motion 
on June 3, arguing that no such monies should be 
awarded because the Sheriff’s counsel had ‘not con-
ferred a common benefit or otherwise justified a mone-
tary reward.’ The argument went on to state that even if 
the Sheriff’s attorneys had rendered a public service or 
a result that benefited the general public, the award of 

Choctaw deputies assist 
in Coffeeville incident 
involving child’s death

The Choctaw

un- S
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AMERICA!
Happy 

Birthday,

Advocate

Autopsy still pending in 
death of child on  

Red Springs Road
By Dee Ann Campbell 
Sun-Advocate Publisher 

RED SPRINGS — No charges have yet been filed 
in the death of a three-year-old boy who was found de-
ceased in a vehicle at a home on Red Springs Road last 
Friday. 

The child was discovered by a family member and 
was pronounced dead by the Choctaw County Coroner’s 
office at about 4:30 p.m. on June 17. 

The mother of the child, Tonya M. Long, was de-
tained in the Clarke County Jail that day on charges re-
lated to an unpaid ticket for a previous child car restraint 
violation. She was released last week after making 
arrangements to pay the fines related to the ticket. 

The child’s body was sent for an autopsy and the re-
sults are still pending. It is unclear what charges, if any, 
will be filed in the case. 

STATE CHAMPS!
The Gilbertown 12U All-Stars took the state tournament championship in Alexander City last 
weekend, edging out All American Youth Sports all-star teams from throughout the state. 
The girls will be traveling to Gulf Shores on July 13 to take part in the World Series tourna-
ment. Team members include Mizzie Jenkins, Blakley Cox, Noyce Gray, Keri McGee, Gracie 
Linder, Masen Ber, Remmington McMichael, Eriah Dunigan, Lille Utsey, Maggie Ber, 
Amanda Nix, Carleigh Hutto, and Ella Scott Koen. See page 14 for more photos of the 
girls at the state tournament. (Submitted photo) See LAWSUIT, page 6

See ANSWERS, page 4

  — Butler Police Chief 
Jimmy Huckeba
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DIVISION C Non-daily newspapers 4,001 circulation and above

3rd: Lagniappe
Players take the biggest hit in failed 
MLFB venture
by: Tommy Hicks

BEST FEATURE 
PHOTO
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Bull riding
by: Keith McCoy
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
Jake Crooks
by: Keith McCoy
3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
Veteran Salute
by: Annie Hutchinson

BEST NEWS PHOTO
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
A close call
by: Alec Etheredge
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
Melting their hearts: Puppies on ice
by: Dawn Harrison
3rd: Call News (Citronelle)
Oh What a feeling
by: Bonita Roberts

BEST SPOT NEWS 
PHOTO
1st: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
Murder arrest
by: Dee Ann Campbell
2nd: Call News (Citronelle)
Too Close For Comfort
by: Mike Kittrell
3rd: The Southern Star (Ozark)
Firefighting in Tight Spaces
by: Adam Kamerer

BEST SPORTS PHOTO
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Pelham player defies gravity on stellar catch
by: Jeremy Raines
2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
Sumo wrestling in Birmingham!
by: Bob Farley

3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
Brady Dunn gets horizontal on dunk
by: Keith McCoy

BEST PHOTO ESSAY
1st: Birmingham Business Journal
World Games sports
by: Bob Farley
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Unbelieva-Bull
by: staff
3rd: Birmingham Business Journal
Breast cancer survivors
by: Bob Farley

BEST USE OF GRAPHICS 
OR ILLUSTRATIONS
1st: Birmingham Business Journal
Migration Nation
by: Laurie Lawrence

2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
Alabama’s $49M Roadblock
by: Laurie Lawrence
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Changing directions
by: Connor Bucy

BEST HEADLINE
1st: Citizen of East Alabama 
(Phenix City)
Red Devils steal the spotlight from MGM
by: Mark Clark
2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
Not your average Joe: A roast to toast
by: Cara Clark
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
A real go ‘Gitter’
by: Alec Etheredge

BEST SPECIAL SECTION
1st: Birmingham Business Journal
Education Guide
by: staff
2nd: Citizen of East Alabama 
(Phenix City)
2022 Primary Election Information 
Center
by: Denise DuBois, Toni Shah
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Thompson Football
by: Alec Etheredge, Connor Bucy

BEST NICHE 
PUBLICATION 
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Football Magazine
by: Alec Etheredge, Connor Bucy
2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
Book of Lists
3rd: Shelby County Reporter
Profile

CREATIVE USE OF 
MULTIMEDIA
1st: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Downtown standoff ends with suicide
by: staff
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Thompson state championship video
by: Alec Etheredge
3rd: Shelby County Reporter
Crumbl opening video
by: Alec Etheredge

ONLINE BREAKING 
NEWS COVERAGE
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Helena double homicide
by: Michelle Love, Alec Etheredge
2nd: Shelby County Reporter
Saint Stephens Episcopal shooting
by: Alec Etheredge, Emily Sparacino
3rd: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Downtown standoff ends in suicide
by: staff

The Citizen of East Alabama
Best Special Section

Birmingham Business 
Journal
Best  Use of Graphics/
Illustrations

SEPTEMBER 23-29, 2022
VOL. 39, NO. 37, $5.00
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BIRMINGHAM, AL 35205

EVERY WEEKNIGHT
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AT 7:20 A.M.

THE FOX 6 BIRMINGHAM 
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ROADBLOCK
$49M
ALABAMA’S

COVER STORY

BY IAIN CARLOS, SHAFAQ PATEL & ANDY MEDICI
PAGE  4

PHOTO ILLUSTRATION LAURIE LAWRENCE / BBJ; GETTY IMAGES

INSURANCE

A new generation 
aims to expand
A private, family-owned sta� ing 
and insurance company is looking 
at doubling its size in the coming 
years. PAGE 12

STARTUPS

Bike resort could 
boost tourism
Ride Resorts, an Alabama 
Launchpad winner, is planning 
to bring biking enthusiasts to 
Birmingham. PAGE 14

LIST EXTRA

Inside the data at 
nursing facilities
Despite a revenue decline at 
skilled nursing home facilities, 
some are growing. PAGE 17

REAL ESTATE

Will we see a shift 
in work styles?
With Labor Day in the rearview, 
experts evaluate if there will be 
more trips to the o� ice. PAGE 10

PAGE SLUG: PUBLICATION NAME, PAGE

CITIZEN
O F  E A S T  A L A B A M A

May 12, 2022 Primary Election Special Edition

We have a choice in regard to who 
represents our voice in govern-
ment. That’s why it is so impor-

tant to cast your vote during every elec-
tion. Some elections may seem smaller 
than others, but I can guarantee each one 
counts.

Every two years, at least, we take to the 
polls. On May 24, there is a midterm, pri-
mary election. This means that we will 
be casting our vote to narrow down the 
two candidates who will appear on the 
General Election ballot in November. 

When you visit the polls in two weeks, 
you’ll be asked if you want a Democratic 
ballot or a Republican ballot. Choose the 
party you wish to vote for and begin your 
choices. You’re not voting for the candi-
date to take o�  ce necessarily. You’re vot-
ing for who will appear against the other 
party’s candidate in November’s election, 
unless, of course, that party’s candidate 
is running unopposed. 

We think it’s imperative to make 
informed decisions at the polls. That’s 
why we produce an election spe-

cial section. We want you to get to know 
the candidates who are running for 
o�  ces – both state and local – because 
they’re making important decisions that 
a� ect how we live our daily lives. 

Throughout the next few pages, 
you’ll read about these candidates. For 
state candidates, our newspaper sta�  
researched candidates’ campaign web-
sites and public, social media platforms 
to compile information to share with you. 
For local candidates, we emailed ques-
tions for them to answer and return to 
us. We used the information provided to 
write profi le stories on each candidate so 
you can get to know them a little better. 
The candidates are organized based on 
party a�  liation.

It’s important to note that not 
everyone in Russell County 
and Lee County will 
have the same 
ballot. 

Some candidates will appear only on cer-
tain ballots based on voting district. We 
tried to make it as clear as possible which 
candidates that applied to in an e� ort to 
make it easier for our readers. You’ll even 
fi nd sample ballots. 

If you’re not sure where your voting 
district is, you’ll fi nd the Russell County 
Voter’s List in this week’s newspaper 
as well. It is our hope that you will be 
informed and let your voice be heard at 
the polls on May 24.

- Citizen Sta� 

Y o u r  2 0 2 2  p r i m a r y

information center
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BEST USE OF SOCIAL 
MEDIA
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Instagram Reels
2nd: Shelby County Reporter
Instagram photos
3rd: Shelby County Reporter
Shelby County Facebook Live Pregame 
Show
by: Alec Etheredge

BEST PODCAST SERIES
1st: Lagniappe (Mobile)
Lagnia-POD
by: staff
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Shelby County Facebook Live 
Pregame Show
by: Alec Etheredge
3rd: Shelby County Reporter
The Shelby County Football Show
by: Alec Etheredge

BEST USE OF VIDEO 
(SHORTER THAN 2 
MINUTES)
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Peyton Grillo sinks 3-pointer
by: Alec Etheredge

2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
Monster Walk
by: Meg Herndon
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
Thompson Vestavia quarterfinal recap
by: Alec Etheredge

BEST USE OF VIDEO 
(LONGER THAN 2 
MINUTES)
1st: The Alabama Baptist
Moving the TAB story to the next season
by: Sam Evans
2nd: The Mountain Valley News 
(Rainsville)
The Coach Robi Coker Show
Championship Edition
by: Arlan Blevins
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Thompson wins fourth championship in 
a row
by: Alec Etheredge

BEST COMMUNITY 
EVENT 
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Election forums
by: Keith McCoy
2nd: Birmingham Business Journal
Mentoring Monday 2022
by: Stephanie Rebman
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
Soccer Media Days
by: staff

GENERAL EXCELLENCE
1st: The Observer (Opelika)
2nd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
3rd: The Greenville Standard

FOI-FIRST AMENDMENT 
AWARD
1st: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
911 has failed the whole county
2nd: The Perry County Herald
Marion city government
3rd: Sumter County Record-Journal 
(Livingston)
Are nude dancers performing in Living-
ston? Nude dancing ordinance 
by: Tommy McGraw

BEST NEWSPAPER 
WEBSITE
1st: The Observer (Opelika)
www.opelikaobserver.com
2nd: Selma Sun
www.selmasun.com
3rd: The Lowndes Signal (Fort Deposit)
www.lowndessignal.com

BEST PRODUCTION 
AND PRINTING
1st: The Luverne Journal
2nd: The Demopolis Times
3rd: The Observer (Opelika)

BEST PUBLIC 
SERVICE
1st: The Clay Times-Journal 
(Lineville)
911 has failed the whole county
2nd: The Perry County Herald
Municipal accountability 
reporting
by: John Allan Clark
3rd: The Lowndes Signal (Fort 
Deposit)
ALDOT Intersection Creates 
Problems for Lowndes County 
Residents

BEST EDITORIAL PAGE 
OR SECTION
1st: The Greenville Standard
2nd: Washington County News 
(Chatom)
3rd: The Leader (Linden)

The Mountain Valley News
Best Use of Video 
(Longer than 2 minutes)

Selma Sun
Best Newspaper 

Website

The theme for the first quar-
ter of the new International 
Sunday School Lesson year is 
“God’s Exceptional Choice.” 

Our studies of the Old Tes-
tament Patriarchs revealed so 
much about God’s sovereignty 
in who He chooses to carry out 
His plans. 

We have enjoyed thought 
provoking discussions about 
God’s choices. While we are of-
ten filled with questions initial-
ly, the end results always leave 
us in awe of God’s perfect plan. 

We have studied the Patri-
archs, the Judges, and now the 
first two Kings. 

The children of Israel de-
manded a King. They wanted a 
leader like all  the other nations. 
They were outside of God’s 
timing, but He honored their 
request. 

God gave them Saul as their 
new leader, but things didn’t go 
as planned. His refusal to obey 
God led to his rejection and 
David being anointed as God’s 
chosen King. 

The accounts in 1 Samuel 

leave us with many questions 
about leaders today. Are we 
seeking God for His choices or 
simply demanding who we want 
as leaders.

The introduction to this 
week’s lesson from the 
Townsend Press Commentary 
gives all believers, leaders and 
laity, a lot to think and pray 
about. 

More importantly, these pro-
found words should challenge 
us to revisit the importance of 

seeking God for His choice of 
Kingdom leadership in this new 
day. 

“Church leaders are living 
in a new era of social and eco-
nomic disruption, characterized 
by massive cultural and political 
changes around the world. 

The church needs leaders 
who will not just focus on their 
worlds and ministries, but who 
will understand that God has 
called leaders to be intentional 
and proactive in the spread of 
the Gospel throughout our com-
munities and around the world. 

Thus, the most crucial deci-
sion that congregations must 
make in this decade is in re-
sponse to the question of who 
will lead and set the pace for the 
next decade.”

The author emphasized the 
importance of congregations 
being intentional about new 
leaders for a new day. 

The world is facing enor-
mous challenges, and God’s 
plan is for His church to provide 
help and hope during these 
troubling times. 

Unfortunately, churches are 
facing challenges as well. Lead-
ers must be innovative and cre-
ative, while remaining focused 
on the Kingdom Agenda.

One of the challenges the 
author focused on was fostering 
real spiritual growth among the 
people of God. 

Christians must reach a level 
of true spiritual maturity if we 
are to be effective witnesses for 
God. 

We can’t share the Gospel if 
we don’t know, understand, and 
live out its message. Leaders 
must focus on discipleship and 
not just membership. 

The “Great Commission” 
has not changed. [And Jesus 
came and spoke to them, say-
ing, “All authority has been 
given to Me in heaven and on 
earth. Go therefore and make 
disciples of all the nations, bap-
tizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of 
the Holy Spirit, teaching them 
to observe all things that I have 
commanded you; and lo, I am 

This 2022 Election Year in 
Alabama has been monumental 
and memorable. Any guberna-
torial year is big in the state.  

It is the brass ring of Ala-
bama politics to be governor. 
However, the race to succeed 
our Senior Senator Richard 
Shelby has been the marquee 
contest.  

This year will be the last hur-
rah for our two leading political 
figures in the state.  

Senator Richard Shelby is re-
tiring after 36 years in the U.S. 
Senate at age 88. Governor Kay 
Ivey will be elected to her final 
term as Governor at 78.

An observation that occurred 
to me during the year that many 
of you may not know or real-
ize is the power that Jimmy 
Rane, the legendary successful 
businessman from Abbeville, 
possesses.  

He is known to many Ala-
bamians as the famous friendly 
giant sitting atop a horse as the 
Yella Fella on the ads of yester-
year promoting his Great South-
ern Wood Company.

In my years of observing Ala-
bama politics, I do not believe 
there has been an individual 
that has been the closest confi-
dant and friend to the two most 
powerful political people in the 
state.  

Senator Shelby and Gover-
nor Ivey are unquestionably 
the two most powerful political 
people in the state, but they are 

arguably two of the most impor-
tant political figures in modern 
Alabama political history.  

If you sat both Ivey and Shel-
by down and asked them to tell 
you their best friend and confi-
dant, they both would probably 
say Jimmy Rane.  

Governor Ivey and Rane 
have been friends and allies 
since their college days at Au-
burn University 60 years ago.  

Shelby and Rane have been 
bonded for at least 36 years. 
As busy as Senator Shelby has 
been as one of the most impor-
tant leaders in Washington and 
world affairs, the last 10 years a 
week does not go by that Shelby 
and Rane do not talk.  

Rane knows when Shelby has 
a cold before his wife Annette 
knows. Rane has been Ivey’s 
and Shelby’s benefactor and 

ally for not what they can do for 
him.  

He does not get anything out 
of his relationship with Shelby 
and Ivey. He is just their friend.

He is also loyal to his home-
town of Abbeville and Henry 
County. The Great Southern 
Wood is the main thing in Ab-
beville and a mainstay for the 
entire Wiregrass. His benevo-
lence to his hometown is unpar-
alleled.

Another development I have 
watched this year is some good 
old fashioned hardnosed hard 
work on the campaign trail by 
some of the 2022 candidates. 

It is understandable that 
those running for office on this 
year’s ballot would be on the 
campaign trail.

However, one Twinkle An-
dress Cavanaugh, the President 
of the Public Service Commis-
sion, has canvassed the rural 
counties of Alabama more 
extensively than most of the 
successful candidates running 
statewide this year.  

And, folks, her name was not 
even on the ballot this year. She 
runs for reelection to the PSC 
Presidency in 2024.  

To say that she will be un-
beatable for reelection to her 
post as head of the PSC would 
be an understatement.

Twinkle Cavanaugh is prob-
ably the best known political 
figure in the state going forward 
in the post Richard Shelby/Kay 

Ivey era.  
She has run statewide nu-

merous times and has been suc-
cessful in most of those races. 

When you run that many 
times, you build a grassroots 
organization. Then you add that 
she has been Chairman of the 
Republican Party and a loyal 
supporter of popular past Re-
publican presidents.  

She has not let any grass 
grow under her feet this year. 
She has watered that grassroots 
organization during this off year 
with one-on-one visits, especial-
ly to the remote rural counties 
of the state.  

Her diligence will pay off in 
future years.  She is still young 
and a good bet to be governor or 
U.S. Senator one day.

Folks in Montgomery and 
throughout the state are glad to 
see State Senator Billy Beasley 
run again, successfully, for an-
other term.  

He is one of the most well-
liked and respected members of 
the upper chamber in the State 
Capitol.

Billy is the only white Demo-
crat in the Alabama Senate. Do 
not bet on his not running again 
in 2026. 

He is the youngest looking 
82 year old I have ever seen and 
his brother Jere is the youngest 
85 year old I have ever seen.  
They must have pretty good 
genes.

See you next week.

InsIde the 
statehouse
By steve Flowers

Election year observations
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Fenugreek, an herb from the 
pea family, is one of the oldest 
recorded natural remedies. 

Fenugreek has been found in 
archaeological sites in Iraq dat-
ing back to 4000 B.C. and was 
also found in King Tut’s tomb. 

The ancients used fenugreek 
to alleviate lung congestion. 
Later uses included remedies 
for gout, loss of appetite and 
stomach ulcers. 

The digestive benefits of 
fenugreek were well known in 
India and China as the dried 
seed and seed flour are used in 
many of their dishes. 

The Romans flavored their 
wine with fenugreek, and the 
Greeks used it to feed livestock. 

Fenugreek is still just as ver-
satile today. It is often used to 
help increase milk production 
in mothers. 

It is also included in many 
female supplement formulas to 
reduce hot flashes and mood 
swings for menopausal women. 

Women who suffer from 
PCOS and painful periods can 
also get relief from using fenu-
greek. 

For men, fenugreek has been 
shown to increase testosterone 
levels naturally. 

Because fenugreek can lower 
blood glucose levels, it has been 
shown to be a promising nutri-
tive for diabetics. 

Several studies concluded 
that fenugreek, when added to 
food, helps pre-diabetics avoid 
developing diabetes later in life. 

Other studies with fenugreek 

show that it can help with appe-
tite control, heartburn, inflam-
mation and cholesterol levels. 

Fenugreek is considered 
generally safe for most people, 
although some people can be 
allergic to this herb. 

Pregnant women should 
avoid fenugreek as it can stimu-
late uterine contractions. 

With fenugreek, as with 
many other herbs, there can be 
interactions with some prescrip-
tion medications. 

Because fenugreek lowers 
blood sugar, you should consult 
your doctor before combining it 
with any diabetic medications. 

Fenugreek
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Callen’s 
Commentary
By Jeanne K. Callen

I love a road trip and 
could pick up and leave on 
a moment’s notice. But, 
trying to get Bubba to leave 
Butler and Lowndes coun-
ties takes a keg of dyna-
mite, so I take a lot of trips 
on my own.

I really don’t mind, I 
love to drive and travel and 
I can do what I want and 
take any route I want to 
take. When Bubba is with 
me I have to follow his di-
rections.

I just got back from 
visiting friends and fam-
ily in North Georgia and 
South Carolina. I enjoyed 
spending time with them 
and eating delicious food, and I have five more pounds on my 
bathroom scales to prove it.

I spread my weight around pretty well but I tend to gain 
the most in one spot, so I might as well just sit on all that good 
food because that’s where it ends up!

Once I was about to eat a doughnut and Bubba said, “Jay-
nee, you might as well just sit on that doughnut.” I told him, 
“Bubba I can say that but you can’t.”

Bless his heart, he doesn’t understand.
The fall foliage this year was spectacular from Alabama to 

North Carolina and I enjoyed the scenery and the drive north 
and back. 

I do miss Bubba when I leave and I always wish he had 
come with me to experience the love and good times with fam-
ily and friends.

I know he would enjoy traveling because there have been 
times in the past I was able to drag him away from home and 
he had a good time.

Whenever I ask Bubba to go somewhere with me though, 
I never know if he will go or not because he will weigh his op-
tions right up to departure time and if something better comes 
along he will jump off of my ship while it’s sailing out of the 
port.

As much as I love traveling and visiting people I love that I 
don’t see often, I do get homesick. I miss my grandkids and my 
daughters and I miss Bubba.

I worry if he’s taking his medicine like he should and if he 
has enough food to eat.

I miss my four dogs and worry about them chasing cars and 
making it home from their daily field trips, especially now that 
it’s hunting season.

I miss my little cat Sunny Love too. She may be a bit on the 
crazy side but she is my sweet, constant companion.

When I’m home Sunny is right there with me no matter 
what I’m doing keeping me company. She sits with me to 
watch TV and when I do anything on my phone, including 
writing this column.

If I’m standing up she is demanding I feed her. She and 
Bubba have that in common, wanting me to feed them.

I also miss her at night sleeping with me and purring me to 
sleep. But I have to admit the one thing I missed the most this 
trip was my back scratcher.

I can no longer reach parts of my back to scratch and I keep 
a back scratcher close by. I looked in several stores in Georgia 
and South Caroline for a back scratcher but had no luck find-
ing one.

I was rubbing my back up against corners and doors trying 
to relieve my itch until I finally found a retractable metal back 
scratcher in a drug store the day before I left.

It has dull “fingers”, I guess because it’s metal, and does not 
do as good of a job scratching my itch as my wooden one does 
at home, but it’s better than rubbing up against inanimate ob-
jects and I can keep it in my purse.

The next time I go somewhere I’ll probably be alone, leav-
ing my kids, Bubba, the dogs and my crazy cat to hold down 
the fort, literally.

But, I›ll never leave home again without the comfort of my 
backscratcher!

I love a road trip

The Greenville Standard
Best Editorial Page or Section
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DIVISION D Non-daily newspapers 4,000 circulation and below

BEST LIFESTYLE/
FAMILY PAGES
1st: The Greenville Standard
2nd: The Observer (Opelika)

BEST SPORTS 
COVERAGE
1st: Washington County 
News (Chatom)
2nd: The Wetumpka Herald
3rd: The Baldwin Times
by: Cole McNanna 

BEST LOCAL 
ECONOMIC 
COVERAGE
1st: Selma Sun
2nd: The Tuskegee News
3rd: The Observer (Opelika)

BEST LOCAL 
EDUCATION COVERAGE
1st: The Tallassee Tribune
2nd: Washington County News 
(Chatom)
3rd: Selma Sun

BEST LOCAL NEWS 
COVERAGE
1st: The Leader (Linden)
by: Tommy Campbell, Dee Ann Campbell
2nd: Washington County News 
(Chatom)
3rd: The Tallassee Tribune

BEST USE OF 
PHOTOGRAPHS/
EDITORIAL CONTENT
1st: The Greenville Standard
2nd: The Greenville Advocate
3rd: The Observer (Opelika)

BEST LAYOUT AND 
DESIGN
1st: The Observer (Opelika)
2nd: The Luverne Journal
3rd: The Greenville Standard

BEST SPOT NEWS STORY
1st: Washington County News 
(Chatom)
Storms Smash County
by: Jason Boothe, Willie Gray
2nd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Murder on the Mountain
by: Tammy Andrews
3rd: The Leader (Linden)
Freddie Armstead death
by: Tommy Campbell

BEST IN-DEPTH NEWS 
COVERAGE
1st: The Leader (Linden)
Life in prison
by: Tommy Campbell
2nd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Animal Shelter overcomes many obstacles
by: Tammy Andrews
3rd: The Leader
Man convicted of murdering
by: Tommy Campbell

BEST BUSINESS STORY 
OR COLUMN
1st: The Baldwin Times
Culinary mad scientists ferment up a 
spicy storm in Orange Beach
by: Melanie LeCroy
2nd: The Baldwin Times
Local restaurants, food trucks riding roll-
er coaster of food cost uncertainty

by: Melanie LeCroy
3rd: The Courier (Daphne/Fairhope)
The mushroom man: Love of nature 
spawns new business in Baldwin County
by: Allison Marlow 

BEST FEATURE STORY 
COVERAGE
1st: St. Clair News-Aegis (Pell City)
’His voice on this earth’ Michelle Tumlin 
dedicates nonprofit to her son Houston
by: Jamie Browder
2nd: Selma Sun
Bright Spot on Broad Street goes dark
by: Todd Prater
3rd: The Tallassee Tribune
Tallassee High School choir performs in 
capitol rotunda
by: Cliff Williams

BEST NEWS FEATURE 
STORY COVERAGE
1st: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
911 has failed the whole county
2nd: The Clay Times-Journal
Murder on the Mountain 
3rd: The Onlooker (Foley)
A life and a crime swept under the rug: 
Lynching victim remembered in weekend 
Bay Minette ceremony
by: Allison Marlow 

BEST EDITORIAL
1st: The Observer (Opelika)
Tenacious Wise Men
by: Greg Markley
2nd: The Leader (Linden)
A big thank you…
by: Tommy Campbell
3rd: The Greenville Standard
Do you vote; an opinion
by: Bruce Branum

BEST HUMOROUS 
COLUMN
1st: The Observer (Opelika)
Turkey is Dead, Santa is too Skinny
by: Wendy Hodge
2nd: The Observer
Intervention
by: Wendy Hodge
3rd: The Leader (Linden)
Of curling irons
by: Dee Ann Campbell

BEST HUMAN INTEREST 
COLUMN
1st: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
A tribute to my friend
by: Tammy Andrews
2nd: The Observer (Opelika)
My Mother’s Hands
by: Wendy Hodge

The Clay Times-Journal - Best Spot News StoryThe Lowndes Signal - Best Public Service
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3rd: The Clay Times-Journal 
(Lineville)
Courage in the skies
by: Tammy Andrews

BEST EDITORIAL 
COLUMN OR 
COMMENTARY
1st: The Leader (Linden)
A chance encounter
by: Tommy Campbell
2nd: The Observer (Opelika)
Heart Surgery and Lewis Grizzard
by: Greg Markley
3rd: The Leader
It’s time we returned to the moon
by: Tommy Campbell

BEST SPORTS NEWS 
IN-DEPTH COVERAGE
1st: The Observer (Opelika)
Media Days
2nd: The Observer
Spring Sports
3rd: The Greenville Standard
Cantrell lands state record
by: Bruce Branum

BEST SPORTS SINGLE 
EVENT STORY
1st: The Greenville Standard
Cantrell lands state record
by: Bruce Branum
2nd: Washington County News 
(Chatom)
The Year of the Bear
by: Jimmy Wigfield
3rd: The Wetumpka Herald
Wetumpka basketball legends receive 
championship rings
by: Henry Zimmer

BEST SPORTS FEATURE 
STORY
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
Bradford ‘following God’s plan’ with 
resignation
by: Dalton Middleton
2nd: The Tallassee Tribune
Kent Jordan making a name for himself
by: Dalton Middleton

3rd: The Wetumpka Herald
Crumbaugh’s intuition puts him one 
step ahead
by: Dalton Middleton

BEST LOCAL SPORTS 
COLUMN
1st: The Observer (Opelika)
One Night in Pearlville
by: Harrision Tarr
2nd: Washington County News 
(Chatom)
Huebners the hero
by: Jimmy Wigfield
3rd: The Wetumpka Herald
Cats? How about the Bulldogs instead?
by: Dalton Middleton

BEST FEATURE PHOTO
1st: The Luverne Journal
Mutton Bustin’ at the Rodeo
by: Christy Johnson

2nd: The Onlooker (Foley)
Stars and Stripes and hot air
by: Micah Green
3rd: The Baldwin Times
Remembering a tragedy - Fort Mims 
massacre re-enactment
by: Micah Green

BEST NEWS PHOTO
1st: The Observer (Opelika)
We Remember
by: Robert Noles
2nd: The Onlooker
Jennifer Claire Moore Foundation 
Professional Rodeo
by: Micah Green
3rd: The Islander (Gulf Shores)
Ash Wednesday at Our Lady 
of the Gulf
by: Micah Green

BEST SPOT NEWS 
PHOTO
1st: The Moundville Times
$100K+ Tesla burns on Hwy 69
by: Mike Goodall
2nd: Sumter County Record-Journal 
(Livingston)
Wrecks kill, block Interstate 20/59
by: Herman Ward
3rd: The Observer (Opelika)
March to Stop Child Abuse
by: Robert Noles

BEST SPORTS PHOTO
1st: The Courier (Daphne/Fairhope)
Fairhope downs Daphne
by: Cole McNanna
2nd: The Greenville Standard
FDA Old Timers Game
by: Kathy Pickens
3rd: The Islander (Gulf Shores)
March to May
by: Micah Green

The Onlooker - Best Feature Photo

The Washington County News
Best Sports Single Event Story

The Islander 
Best Sports Photo
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DIVISION D Non-daily newspapers 4,000 circulation and below

BEST PHOTO ESSAY
1st: The Observer (Opelika)
Dancers Dazzle
by: John Hillsman, Michelle Key
2nd: The Onlooker (Foley)
Steer wrestling practice with Drew 
Clukey
by: Micah Green
3rd: The Observer
Auburn Keeps Rollin

BEST USE OF GRAPHICS 
OR ILLUSTRATIONS
1st: The Observer
Election Undetermined
by: Michelle Key
2nd: The Observer
Sno*Pelika
by: Michelle Key, Robert Noles
3rd: The Observer
OPD Spreads Love
by: Michelle Key, Robert Noles

BEST HEADLINE
1st: The Greensboro Watchman
Snowball chance in Hale?
by: John Allan Clark
2nd: The Moundville Times
Why is the chicken across the road?
by: Travis Vaughn
3rd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Holy Smokes
by: Tammy Andrews

BEST SPECIAL SECTION
1st: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Honoring our First Responders
2nd: Sumter County Record-Journal 
(Livingston)
Black History Special
3rd: The Lowndes Signal (Fort Deposit)
AISA Class A State Championship

BEST NICHE 
PUBLICATION
1st: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
At Home in Clay County-Spring edition
2nd: The Greenville Advocate
There’s No Place Like Home
3rd: The Luverne Journal
Crenshaw Connections

CREATIVE USE OF 
MULTIMEDIA
1st: Selma Sun
Center Stage

by: Todd Prater, Cindy Fisher, Chico 
Cleveland
2nd: The Observer (Opelika)
Ali Rauch from Chamber of Commerce 
Sits Down with The Lee County Listener
by: Sam DiChiara, Garrett Martinez

ONLINE BREAKING 
NEWS COVERAGE
1st: The Moundville Times
Son murders father
by: Travis Vaughn, Kasey DeCastra
2nd: The Moundville Times
Ginger Holmes missing
by: Travis Vaughn, Kasey DeCastra
3rd: Sumter County Record-Journal 
(Livingston)
Car fatality
by: Herman Ward, Tommy McGraw, 
Kasey DeCastra

BEST USE OF SOCIAL 
MEDIA
1st: The Baldwin Times
GCM Sports
by: Cole McNanna
2nd: The Observer (Opelika)
Social Media
3rd: Selma Sun
Center Stage
by: Todd Prater, Chico Cleveland

BEST PODCAST SERIES
1st: Selma Sun
Spotlight Podcast
by: Todd Prater

BEST USE OF VIDEO 
(SHORTER THAN 2 
MINUTES)
1st: Selma Sun
Expand Interpretive Center
by: Cindy Fisher, Chico Cleveland
2nd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Exclusive halftime report
by: Breanna Minter
3rd: Selma Sun
Uniontown mural
by: Cindy Fisher, Chico Cleveland

BEST USE OF VIDEO 
(LONGER THAN 2 
MINUTES)
1st: Selma Sun
Spotlight newscast
by: Todd Prater, Cindy Fisher, Chico 
Cleveland
2nd: The Onlooker (Foley)
Media Day-Elberta High School Warriors
by: Cole McNanna
3rd: The Observer (Opelika)
OMS Threats Press Conference
by: Kendyl Hollingsworth

BEST COMMUNITY 
EVENT
1st: The Demopolis Times
Christmas on the River
by: Andrea Burroughs
2nd: Selma Sun
Cleanup Day
by: Cindy Fisher

The Observer 
Best Use of Graphics or 
Illustrations

Jan. 13, 2022

B4

BULLDOGS TROUNCE EUFAULA AT BUZZERBULLDOGS TROUNCE EUFAULA AT BUZZER

EUFAULA TIGERS OVERPOWER OPELIKAEUFAULA TIGERS OVERPOWER OPELIKA

PHOTOS BY ROBERT NOLES / THE OBSERVER 
PHOTOS BY ROBERT NOLES / THE OBSERVER 

The Opelika girls' varsity basketball team was defeated by 
Eufaula, 62-48, on Friday. The team bounced back with a 57-16 region 
win over Russell County on Tuesday.

The Opelika High School varsity boys' basketball team won its home region game against Eufaula 
Friday by a score of 67-66. Grady Bynum secured the win for the Bulldogs with a last second blocked shot. 
The boys lost 70 -42 to Russell County Tuesday night.  

Selma Sun - Best Community Event
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DIVISION E Associate Member Newspapers and 
Active Member affiliate/free circulation products.

GENERAL EXCELLENCE
1st: Vestavia Voice
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
3rd: Birmingham Times

FOI-FIRST AMENDMENT 
AWARD
1st: Hoover Sun
Hoover council at odds over changes in 
video recordings
by: Jon Anderson

BEST NEWSPAPER 
WEBSITE
1st: Birmingham Times
www.birminghamtimes.com
2nd: The Auburn Plainsman
www.theplainsman.com
3rd: The Trussville Tribune
www.trussvilletribune.com

BEST PRODUCTION 
AND PRINTING
1st: Vestavia Voice
by: Melanie Viering, Ted Perry
2nd: The Redstone Rocket 
(Huntsville)
3rd: Birmingham Times

BEST PUBLIC SERVICE
1st: 280 Living (Birmingham)
Keeping Kids Safe
by: Leah Ingram Eagle
2nd: 280 Living
Shelby County officials work to combat 
human trafficking
by: Leah Ingram Eagle
3rd: Iron City Ink (Birmingham)
The World Games 
by: Jesse Chambers, Eric Taunton

BEST EDITORIAL PAGE 
OR SECTION
1st: The Auburn Plainsman
by: Catherine Haynes, staff

BEST SPORTS 
COVERAGE
1st: Vestavia Voice
by: Kyle Parmley, Erin Nelson

2nd: The Redstone Rocket 
(Huntsville)
3rd: Hoover Sun
by: Kyle Parmley, Erin Nelson

BEST LOCAL ECONOMIC 
COVERAGE
1st: The Homewood Star
by: Neal Embry, Eric Taunton, Erin Nelson
2nd: Vestavia Voice
by: Neal Embry, Erin Nelson, Eric Taunton
3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)

BEST LOCAL 
EDUCATION COVERAGE
1st: 280 Living (Birmingham)
by: Leah Eagle
2nd: Vestavia Voice
by: Neal Embry, Eric Taunton, Erin Nelson
3rd: The Homewood Star
by: Neal Embry, Eric Taunton, Erin Nelson

BEST LOCAL NEWS 
COVERAGE
1st: Birmingham Times
2nd: The Homewood Star
by: Neal Embry, Eric Taunton, Erin Nelson
3rd: Vestavia Voice
by: Neal Embry, Eric Taunton, Erin Nelson

BEST USE OF 
PHOTOGRAPHS/
EDITORIAL CONTENT
1st: The Redstone Rocket 
(Huntsville)

BEST LAYOUT AND 
DESIGN
1st: Birmingham Times
by: Kathryn Sessor-Dorne’
2nd: Vestavia Voice
by: Melanie Viering, Ted Perry
3rd: Hoover Sun
by: Melanie Viering, Ted Perry

BEST SPOT NEWS 
STORY
1st: 280 Living (Birmingham)
It’s a no go
by: Leah Eagle
2nd: Vestavia Voice
Lawsuit filed against school board, city 
and superintendent over open records 
requests
by: Neal Embry
3rd: Cahaba Sun (Trussville)
Pattie Neill resigns as superintendent
by: Gary Lloyd

BEST IN-DEPTH NEWS 
COVERAGE
1st: Birmingham Times
Birmingham homicides
by: Barnett Wright
2nd: The Homewood Star
Homewood firefighters raise concerns 
over pay; city leaders vow to find solution
by: Neal Embry, Eric Taunton, Melanie 
Viering
3rd: Vestavia Voice
‘A big step forward’: Superintendent 
shares plans for future of city schools
by: Neal Embry, Erin Nelson

BEST BUSINESS STORY 
OR COLUMN
1st: The Homewood Star
A Story to Tell: Timothy Hontzas of 
Johnny’s Restaurant a finalist for James 
Beard Award
by: Neal Embry, Erin Nelson
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Blinking restaurant machine doesn’t 
deserve tip
by: Jonathan Stinson
3rd: The Homewood Star
Homewood Antiques and Marketplace 
out of Edgewood space after more than 
a decade
by: Neal Embry

BEST FEATURE STORY 
COVERAGE
1st: Iron City Ink (Birmingham)
Breaking the color line in death
by: Solomon Crenshaw Jr.
2nd: Iron City Ink
Still on the march
by: Nick Patterson
3rd: Vestavia Voice
Rising country music star and Vestavia 
Hills native Trey Lewis shares journey to 
sobriety, fame
by: Neal Embry, Erin Nelson

Iron City Ink - Best Public Service

Cahaba Sun
Best Spot News Story
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Pattie Neill resigns as superintendentPattie Neill resigns as superintendent
BY GARY LLOYD, KYLE PARMLEY  NOVEMBER 1, 2022 9:09 PM

TRUSSVILLE -- Pattie Neill resigned as Trussville City Schools’ superintendent Nov. 1. 

“I am proud of the accomplishments of the students, educators, and staff of Trussville City Schools during the time I have served
as Superintendent over the last 10 years,” Neill wrote in her resignation letter. “I believe this is the perfect time for new
leadership to continue the mission of Trussville City Schools, and I have decided to step down in my duties as Superintendent.” 

Neill, the school system’s leader for almost 10 years, requested a 60-day administrative leave and the Board placed her on that
leave Sept. 30 in the wake of a Hewitt-Trussville High School student being suspended in September after making terroristic
threats Sept. 16, almost a year after he created a “death notebook” that contained the names of 37 classmates, a notebook that
did not come to light to authorities until almost a year later.

During the Trussville Police Department investigation, it was learned that the same student in October 2021 had created a “death
notebook” that contained the names of 37 classmates. The department was not notified by school administrators of the
notebook. Hewitt-Trussville High School Principal Tim Salem was placed on administrative leave Sept. 27. 

“I think that you have to review your threat assessment protocol and when you have something like this, it’s appropriate to
involve the [school resource officer] on day one and involve the superintendent on day one,” Neill said an hour after her
resignation was accepted by the Trussville City Schools Board of Education. “The notebook is about a year old. It’s a year old
now.”

In her resignation letter, Neill wrote, “Also, the investigation being conducted by the Board will affirm that I did not know of the
‘death notebook’ prior to September 21st of 2022. I love Trussville and I wish the very best for Trussville City Schools in the
future.”

Neill said the “death notebook” ordeal was something she wanted to get Trussville City Schools through.

“When you have a high performing, [Class] 7A school system that runs into some sort of perceived barrier to the work, then it
gets the attention of the State Department and statewide,” she said. “What we all wanted to do was just get Trussville City
Schools back on track. It was very important to me contributing 10 years of my life to this school system to keep it excellent.”

Neill was under contract through June 30, 2026. After contract negotiations, Trussville City Schools will pay Neill through Oct. 31,
2023. 

Board member Kim DeShazo said pros of the move is avoiding litigation and negotiating Neill’s contract down from four years to
one. It allowed a chapter to close.

“It provides us an opportunity to move forward,” DeShazo said. “It provides us an opportunity to have a fresh start. Those are all
good things. Those are all good things that our community needs, our community wants. That is what’s in the best interest of our
community, of our students.”

Acting superintendent Frank Costanzo was subsequently approved as interim superintendent effective Nov. 1. Costanzo was
hired Oct. 13 to lead the school system in an acting role. Costanzo retired as the superintendent of Tuscaloosa County Schools in
2012. He has more than 40 years of experience in education as a teacher, bus driver, assistant principal, principal, central office
director, assistant superintendent and superintendent. He has spent 10 years in educational consulting.

Board President Kathy Brown said the school system would be working with the Alabama Association of School Boards to aid in
the process of finding a new superintendent. 

Neill, after serving as the interim superintendent of Trussville City Schools in July 2012, was named the permanent leader in
November 2012. Prior to Trussville, Neill was the superintendent of the Cumberland County School District in Crossville, Tenn.,
from 2003 to 2007. From then to her appointment as Trussville City Schools’ superintendent, she served as an assistant professor
of graduate studies at Samford University in Birmingham, where she oversaw elementary and secondary teachers earning
master’s and doctorate degrees in education. 

In Trussville, she was named the District V Superintendent of the Year in 2020. She led the school system in 2014 when the seven-
millage tax referendum passed that helped fund the construction of Cahaba Elementary and Magnolia Elementary schools. She
was also the superintendent during the construction of Hewitt-Trussville Stadium. More recently, Hewitt-Trussville High School
was named a National Blue Ribbon School by the U.S. Department of Education and in April the new Trussville City Schools
Central Office was opened. 

Neill also provided a statement to the Cahaba Sun, in which she commended Trussville City Schools for having "an outstanding
team of caring, passionate employees."

In that statement, she emphasized what she believed to be the school system's top accomplishments during her tenure,
including its performance in school district rankings, the system's quality personnel, school safety, awards, facility
improvements, working through COVID-19 and strategic planning chief among them.

Neill said she’ll take the next year to explore new opportunities, to figure out what’s next.

“That will give me time to reset the course of my life,” she said. 

*Editor's note: Story was updated Nov. 9 to include additional comments from Neill.
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Trussville City Schools Superintendent Dr. Pattie Neill speaks at a Hewitt Trussville High School commencement ceremony.
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DIVISION E Associate Member Newspapers and 
Active Member affiliate/free circulation products.

BEST NEWS 
FEATURE STORY 
COVERAGE
1st: Hoover Sun
MAKING ALL FEEL WELCOME: 
The Rev. John Fallon Retires
by: Jon Anderson
2nd: Vestavia Voice
Reclaiming Saint Stephen’s
by: Neal Embry, Erin Nelson
3rd: Vestavia Voice
Alopecia Awareness Walk Held 
at Wald Park
by: Solomon Crenshaw, Jr.

BEST EDITORIAL
1st: The Auburn Plainsman
Auburn, where do your loyalties lie?
by: The Auburn Plainsman Editorial Board
2nd: The Trussville Tribune
Glendale Farms good for the developer, 
not so good for Trussville
by: Scott Buttram
3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Newspapers rate as popular source for 
local news
by: Jonathan Stinson

BEST HUMOROUS 
COLUMN
1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
SNIPPETS: Parting with furniture puts 
relationships to the test
by: Jonathan Stinson
2nd: 280 Living (Birmingham)
Holy Moly Motherhood 
by: Alana Smith
3rd: The Redstone Rocket
SNIPPETS: Greeting cards have 
outlasted their welcome
by: Jonathan Stinson

BEST HUMAN INTEREST 
COLUMN
1st: 280 Living (Birmingham)
Holy Moly Motherhood
by: Alana Smith
2nd: The Trussville Tribune
Trussville 6-year-old named 2023 Cham-
pion for Children’s Miracle Network 
Hospitals
by: Hannah Curran

3rd: The Trussville Tribune
HTHS sophomore founds ‘Huskies with 
Hearts’ Kindness Club
by: Crystal McGough

BEST EDITORIAL COLUMN 
OR COMMENTARY
1st: The Trussville Tribune
Time for Trussville City Schools to turn 
the page
by: Scott Buttram
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Let’s be perfectly clear about bag policy 
at venues
by: Jonathan Stinson
3rd: The Redstone Rocket
Kindness can grow food service industry
by: Jonathan Stinson

BEST SPORTS NEWS 
IN-DEPTH COVERAGE
1st: The Auburn Plainsman
Auburn Baseball NCAA regional 
by: staff
2nd: 280 Living (Birmingham)
High school basketball season preview
by: Kyle Parmley

BEST SPORTS SINGLE 
EVENT STORY
1st: Hoover Sun
Lady Bucs repeat as Class 7A state 
champs
by: Kyle Parmley

2nd: The Auburn Plainsman
Players redirect praise to Williams after 
night of individual history
by: Jacob Waters
3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Redstone workers fill ranks of prep 
football officials
by: Skip Vaughn

BEST SPORTS FEATURE 
STORY
1st: Iron City Ink (Birmingham)
Baseball in its purest form
by: Neal Embry
2nd: 280 Living (Birmingham)
The heart of a lion 
by: Gary Lloyd
3rd: Vestavia Voice
Attention to detail allows Smitha to 
thrive for Rebels
by: Kyle Parmley, Erin Nelson

BEST LOCAL SPORTS 
COLUMN
1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Football/life lesson: Just get back up, 
keep fighting
by: Skip Vaughn
2nd: The Redstone Rocket 
9/11 changed our world forever
by: Skip Vaughn

BEST FEATURE PHOTO
1st: Vestavia Voice
Trey Lewis - Living the Dream
by: Erin Nelson
2nd: Vestavia Voice
Merlin - A school’s best friend
by: Erin Nelson
3rd: Hoover Sun
Nicole Stokes takes over at Deer Valley 
Elementary
by: Erin Nelson

BEST NEWS PHOTO
1st: Hoover Sun
Sidewalks part of Hoover capital projects
by: Erin Nelson
2nd: Vestavia Voice
Vigil for Saint Stephen’s shooting victims
by: Erin Nelson

BEST SPOT NEWS PHOTO
1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Strong finish
by: Jonathan Stinson

BEST SPORTS PHOTO
1st: Hoover Sun
Hoover girls basketball win Class 7A 
state final
by: Erin Nelson

The Auburn 
Plainsman
Best Sports 
News 
In-Depth 
Coverage

The Redstone Rocket 
Best Sports Single Event Story
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Editorial Contest

DIVISION E Associate Member Newspapers and 
Active Member affiliate/free circulation products.

2nd: Hoover Sun
Doused in beer at The World Games
by: Erin Nelson
3rd: Village Living (Mountain Brook)
Spartans soccer win state title
by: Erin Nelson

BEST PHOTO ESSAY
1st: Hoover Sun
The World Games Softball
by: Erin Nelson, Ted Perry
2nd: 280 Living (Birmingham)
Snapshots: Fanfare and halftime 
performances
by: staff
3rd: Hoover Sun
A Day of Remembrance
by: Erin Nelson, Ted Perry

BEST USE OF GRAPHICS 
OR ILLUSTRATIONS
1st: Hoover Sun
Transparency
by: Ted Perry
2nd: The Redstone Rocket 
(Huntsville)
Seven decades of big stories and 
events
3rd: The Redstone Rocket
How we got to where we are...

BEST HEADLINE
1st: The Homewood Star
Hopping to the Bahamas: Samford 
professor receives grant to research 
little-known frog
by: Melanie Viering
2nd: The Homewood Star
Turning the page: Longtime special 
projects librarian retires
by: Ted Perry
3rd: Hoover Sun
Hoover painter makes big splash with 
tiny art
by: Jon Anderson

BEST SPECIAL 
SECTION - NEWSPRINT
1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
70th Anniversary

2nd: Birmingham Times
Black History in the Arts
3rd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Breast Cancer Awareness

BEST NICHE 
PUBLICATION 
1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
2022 Base Guide
2nd: Vestavia Voice
Under the Lights
by: Kyle Parmley, Gary Lloyd, staff
3rd: The Redstone Rocket 
SMD symposium

CREATIVE USE 
OF MULTIMEDIA
1st: The Trussville Tribune
Tribune Sports Live
by: Bobby Mathews, Zack Steele

2nd: The Trussville Tribune
Tribune Unscripted
by: Scott Buttram, Brannon Dawkins, 
Ron Burkett
3rd: Vestavia Voice
Chopt Creative Salad Co. 
by: Ingrid Schnader

ONLINE BREAKING 
NEWS COVERAGE
1st: Vestavia Voice
Saint Stephen’s Episcopal Church 
Shooting
by: Neal Embry, Erin Nelson
2nd: The Homewood Star
Homewood Police Lawsuits
by: Neal Embry, Eric Taunton

BEST USE OF SOCIAL 
MEDIA
1st: Village Living (Mountain Brook)
Instagram
by: Erin Nelson
2nd: 280 Living (Birmingham)
Instagram
by: Erin Nelson, Leah Ingram Eagle
3rd: Hoover Sun
Hoover’s Most Eligible Bachelor and 
Bachelorette
by: Jon Anderson

BEST USE OF VIDEO 
(SHORTER THAN 2 
MINUTES)
1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Korean War Veterans Take Honor Flight 
To D.C.
by: Erin Elise Enyinda
2nd: The Redstone Rocket
Patton Road Track closed until May 17
by: staff
3rd: The Redstone Rocket
Veteran enjoys belated 100th birthday 
celebration
by: Jonathan Stinson

BEST USE OF VIDEO 
(LONGER THAN 2 
MINUTES)
1st: The Trussville Tribune
Meet the Hewitt-Trussville Mountain Bike 
team. 
by: Brannon Dawkins
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
2022 Black History Month – 
Three Soldiers share their stories
by: Jonathan Stinson
3rd: The Redstone Rocket
Earth Day 2022
by: Jonathan Stinson

A24  •  November 2022 280 Living

Above: An Oak Mountain band member performs during a game between Hoover and Oak 
Mountain on Sept. 30 at Heardmont Park.

Left: The Spain Park marching band performs at halftime during a game between Spain Park and Chelsea on Oct. 7 at Chelsea High School Stadium. Right: A Chelsea color guard 
member performs during the Spain Park and Chelsea game.

The Chelsea drum majors 
lead the marching band at 
halftime in a game between 
the Hornets and Rebels at 
Vestavia Hills High School’s 
Thompson Reynolds 
Stadium on Sept. 30.

SNAPSHOTS: Fanfare and halftime performances in full swing as 
the regular football season wraps up in October.

Photos by Laura Chramer, Todd Lester and Erin Nelson.

Above: Briarwood cheerleaders take pictures and cheer during homecoming festivities 
during halftime of the Lions’ football game versus Calera at Lions Pride Stadium on Oct. 7. 
The Eagles beat the Lions in triple overtime, 31-28. Below: Briarwood fans enjoy the game.

280 Living
Best Photo Essay

The Trussville Tribune
Best Use of Video (Shorter than 2 minutes)
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Daily newspapers 22,000 circulation and above
Advertising Contest

DIVISION A Daily newspapers 22,000 circulation and above

BEST REGULARLY 
SCHEDULED SPECIAL 
SECTION
1st: The Decatur Daily
Living 50 Plus

BEST CLASSIFIED 
DISPLAY AD
1st: The Decatur Daily
Real Estate Experts

BEST SIGNATURE PAGE
1st: The Decatur Daily
Best of the Best 2022

BEST NICHE 
PUBLICATION
1st: The Decatur Daily
Explore Decatur-Morgan 

ADVERTISING 
SWEEPSTAKES AWARD
1st: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
2nd: The Outlook (Alexander City) 
3rd: The Selma Times-Journal

BEST CLASSIFIED PAGE 
OR SECTION 
1st: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
by: Sydney Lockhart, Emily Wooten
2nd: The Outlook (Alexander City)
3rd: The Cullman Times
by: Debbie Miller, staff

BEST SINGLE AD 1/2 
PAGE & UNDER, BLACK 
& WHITE 
1st: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Akins Furniture
by: LaShawna Rains, Emily Wooten
2nd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Vintage 1889
by: LaShawna Rains, Emily Wooten
3rd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Cole Surgical
by: Lorie Holder, Emily Wooten

BEST SINGLE AD 
1/2 PAGE & UNDER,  
COLOR 
1st: Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper)
Complete Health
by: staff
2nd: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
Corey Hixon
by: Elizabeth Law
3rd: Jackson County Sentinel 
Town of Skyline
by: Elizabeth Law

BEST SINGLE AD OVER 
1/2 PAGE, BLACK & 
WHITE 
1st: The Cullman Tribune
Subscribe Today
by: Dustin Isom, Noah Galilee, Janet 
Chandler
2nd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Rainsville Technology Inc.

by: LaShawna Rains, Emily Wooten
3rd: The Clanton Advertiser
City of Clanton
by: Zack Bates

BEST SINGLE AD OVER 
1/2 PAGE, COLOR 
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Lake Martin Signature Construction
by: Audra Spears
2nd: The Clanton Advertiser
Breast Cancer Pink Ribbon Page
by: Zack Bates
3rd: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Tallapoosa County BOE

BEST REGULARLY 
SCHEDULED SPECIAL 
SECTION
1st: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Writing Tomorrow’s History
2nd: The Selma Times-Journal
Visit Selma
3rd: The Outlook (Alexander City)
We Make It Great Here! Progress 2022
by: Audra Spears, Betsy Iler, Kenneth 
Boone

BEST ONE TIME 
SPECIAL SECTION 
1st: Jackson County Sentinel 
(Scottsboro)
Christmas Coloring Book

2nd: The Outlook (Alexander City)
150th Alexander City
3rd: The Selma Times-Journal
Breast Cancer Awareness

BEST IN-PAPER 
PROMOTION OF 
NEWSPAPER 
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Sports Extra
by: Audra Spears
2nd: The Outlook
Today A Reader
by: Audra Spears
3rd: The Outlook 
What We Do
by: Audra Spears

The Decatur Daily
Best Classified Display Ad

The Outlook
Best One Time Special 
Section

June 2022 Alexander City 150th 1

June, 2022
A special supplement to The Alexander City Outlook & The Dadeville Record

Alexander City — 150 Years in the Making

B

45
15
67
-1

45
15
97
-1

121 N Jefferson Street
Athens, Alabama

Tiffany Pack
REALTOR®

256.468.7427
Tiffany@tiffanypack.com

45
15
88
-1

Mark Moody
Broker/Owner

256-250-6009
mark@marmac.us
www.marmac.us

2114 Central Parkway,
Decatur, Alabama 35601

45
16
02
-1

Exp Realty, LLC
Northern Branch

lois.dawes@exprealty.com
exprealty.com/agents

Lois Dawes

Meet the Team
Lois Dawes, REALTOR ....... 256-227-5647
Andy Keith, REALTOR ........ 256-309-8169
Angie Powers, REALTOR..... 256-476-6673

45
15
75
-1

121 N Jefferson Street
Athens, Alabama

Meike Fisk
Realtor

256.345.2323
meikefisk@yahoo.com

451610-1

Caitlin Fite
AGENT

Q & A with Caitlin Fite

Follow me on:

Contact info:

256-466-0756
caitlin@marmac.us

Where did you grow up? My
name is Caitlin Moody Fite and
I grew up in Decatur, AL You
may notice that I have a familiar
maiden name, as I am the
daughter of Mark Moody, and I
am also a Decatur local.

What do you like about your
job? I have always been used to
an exciting and fast paced work
environment growing up with a
REALTOR® for a father as well
as my first job being a runner at
an attorney’s office.

What did you do before Real
Estate? I have been around real

estate my entire life and growing
up I thought it was not fun. But
as I grew up, I realized it is what
I was meant to do. I know all the
ends and outs of a real estate
transaction. After working in
a real estate attorney’s office,
doing everything for closings and
then completing mortgages for
two years.

What do you enjoy doing
when you’re not working?
Outside of work, I am a wife and
love to be involved with helping my
community as a Sunday School
teacher at First Bible Church. I

want to be a part of anything that
involves helping others. I love
spending time with my husband
and our Chocolate Lab.

What separates you from
your competition? I was
the recipient of the 2019
Morgan County Association of
REALTORS Rising Star Award.
Just in the almost 4 years I have
been licensed, I have been in my
companies Top 10 Multi-Million
Dollar Producers list at MarMac
Real Estate.

For all your buying and selling needs
give me a call 256-466-0756!

Sponsored Content

Contact one of these knowledgeable agents today for free, friendly advice!

Jackson County Sentinel
Best Single Ad 1/2 page 
& under, color

the town of skyline, home of the vikings
CONGRATULATIONS CLASS OF 2022

MAyor CALEB SKIPPER
256-587-3335
52 Green Dr.

Scottsboro, al 35768
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Daily newspapers 22,000 circulation and above
Advertising Contest

DIVISION A Daily newspapers 22,000 circulation and above

BEST ADVERTISING 
CAMPAIGN  
1st: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
First State Bank Magazine Series
by: Linda Stiefel, Emily Wooten
2nd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
First State Bank Testimonial Series
by: Linda Stiefel, Emily Wooten
3rd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
First State Bank Playoff Series
by: Linda Stiefel, Emily Wooten

BEST ORIGINAL/
CREATIVE IDEA 
1st: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
First State Bank Field featured art
by: Linda Stiefel, Emily Wooten
2nd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Out of this World
by: Emily Wooten, Nita Stevens
3rd: The Cullman Times
Football 2022
by: Heather Casillas, staff

BEST CLASSIFIED 
DISPLAY AD 
1st: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Crossville Health
by: Sydney Lockhart, Emily Wooten
2nd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Southern Properties 
by: Emily Wooten
3rd: The Cullman Times
Quality Staffing
by: Heather Casillas, Glenda Smith

BEST SIGNATURE PAGE 
1st: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Fort Payne Holiday Open House

2nd: The Selma Times-Journal
Administrative Professionals 
by: Tina Yelverton, Bill Tomey
3rd: The Outlook (Alexander City
Shelter Pets

BEST NICHE 
PUBLICATION 
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Lake Martin Calendar
by: Kenneth Boone, Audra Spears
2nd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Boom Days event brochure and Map
3rd: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Lake Martin-The Official Visitor’s Guide
by: Audra Spears

BEST USE OF HUMOR 
1st: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Southern Star Farm
2nd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Prissy dog grooming
by: Sydney Lockhart, Emily Wooten
3rd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Sniffing out the Holiday Joy Trail
by: Sydney Lockhart, Emily Wooten

BEST PRESENTATION OF 
ONLINE ADVERTISING 
1st: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
www.times-journal.com
2nd: The Cullman Tribune
www.cullmantribune.com 
by: Dustin Isom
3rd: The Cullman Times
www.cullmantimes.com
by: Katherine Miller, staff

BEST INNOVATIVE 
ONLINE ADVERTISING 
- SINGLE AD 
1st: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Northeast Alabama Community 
College, Begin Your Future Here
by: Linda Stiefel, Emily Wooten
2nd: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
Out of this World ON-Line
by: Emily Wooten, Nita Stevens
3rd: Daily Mountain Eagle (Jasper)
Manchester Auto Parts

ONLINE REVENUE 
BUILDER 
1st: The Fort Payne Times-Journal
TJ Online Subscriptions
by Emily Wooten, Nita Stevens
2nd: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Why Pay?
by Audra Spears
3rd: The Outlook (Alexander City)
Extend Your Storefront
by staff

ADVERTISING 
SWEEPSTAKES AWARD 
1st Place: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana) 
2nd: Citizen of East Alabama 
(Phenix City) 
3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown) 

BEST CLASSIFIED PAGE 
OR SECTION 
1st Place: The Sand Mountain 
Reporter (Albertville)
by Jonathan Bottomlee, John Morris, 
Abigail Cline
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
3rd: The Southern Star (Ozark)

BEST SINGLE AD 
1/2 PAGE & UNDER, 
BLACK & WHITE 
1st Place: The Choctaw Sun-
Advocate (Gilbertown)
Bimbos Valentine
by Dee Ann Campbell
2nd: The Sand Mountain Reporter 
(Albertville)
Foodland Seafood
by Jonathan Bottomlee, John Morris, 
Abigail Cline
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Bolton Headstone

BEST SINGLE AD 
1/2 PAGE & UNDER, 
COLOR 
1st Place: The Choctaw Sun-
Advocate (Gilbertown)
Gibson Body Shop
by Dee Ann Campbell
2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
Gilbertown Egg Hunt
by Dee Ann Campbell
3rd: Citizen of East Alabama 
(Phenix City)
Clean Eatz
by Bradley Beasley

The Fort Payne Times-Journal 
Best Advertising Campaign

The Selma Times-Journal
Best Signature Page

16A •  WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27, 2022 www.selmatimesjournal.com

Valerie O. Perry
We appreciate

you  hard
work!

Randall Miller
Funeral Services & 

Crematory, Inc.

Lynn Swindal
We appreciate 

all you do!

Happy
Administrative 
Professional’s Day!

Clara Gary
Happy 

Administrative 
Professionals’ Day! 

Thank you for your hard 
work!

Tricia Carter
Happy Administrative 
Professional’s Day!
We appreciate you!

Lawrence-Brown
Service Funeral 

Home

Katrina Parker
Happy Administrative 
Professional’s Day!
We appreciate you!

Lighthouse 
Rehabilitation & 

Healthcare

Yolanda Moorer
Happy Administrative 
Professional’s Day!
We appreciate you!

Lighthouse 
Rehabilitation & 

Healthcare

Debbie Bamberg
Thank you for all you do 

for our church family!

Northside Baptist 
Church

Katricia Waller
Happy 

Administrative 
Professionals’ Day! 

Thank you for your hard 
work!

Vickie Austin
Thank you for all of 
your hard work and 

thoughtful ways!

Selma Family Care

Brenda Gomes
 This BUDS For 

You!

Faith Egbert
Happy 

Administrative 
Professionals’ Day! 

Thank you for your hard 
work!

Ashley Potvin
Happy 

Administrative 
Professionals’ Day! 

Thank you for your hard 
work!

Angie Maroney
Happy 

Administrative 
Professionals’ Day! 

Thank you for your hard 
work!

Saint Paul’s
Episcopal

Lynn Stevens
Happy 

Administrative 
Professionals’ Day! 

Thank you for your hard 
work!

We Hope You 
All

Have a Great 
Day!!



2020

Non-daily newspapers 4,001 circulation and above
Advertising Contest

DIVISION C Non-daily newspapers 4,001 circulation and above

BEST SINGLE AD OVER 
1/2 PAGE, BLACK & 
WHITE
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
CPAP Plus
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
Pelham Palooza
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
Chamber Small Business

BEST SINGLE AD OVER 
1/2 PAGE, COLOR
1st: Citizen of East Alabama 
(Phenix City)
East Alabama Advertising 
by: Bradley Beasley
2nd: Citizen of East Alabama 
BEAM
by: Bradley Beasley
3rd: The Sand Mountain Reporter 
(Albertville)
Sand Mountain Park
by: Jonathan Bottomlee, John Morris, 
Abigail Cline

BEST REGULARLY 
SCHEDULED SPECIAL 
SECTION 
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Graduation
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
Football Magazine
3rd: Citizen of East Alabama 
(Phenix City)
Gametime Winter 2022
by: Bradley Besley

BEST ONE TIME SPECIAL 
SECTION
1st: Citizen of East Alabama 
(Phenix City)
State Champs CHS Baseball
by: Bradley Beasley
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Profile
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
Thompson

BEST ADVERTISING 
CAMPAIGN 
1st: The Sand Mountain Reporter 
(Albertville)
Sand Mountain Toyota Horizons
by: John Morris, Jonathan Bottomlee
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Coosa Valley MRI
3rd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
Kids Deserve Better
by: Dee Ann Campbell

BEST ORIGINAL/
CREATIVE IDEA
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Compact brain ad
2nd: The Sand Mountain Reporter 
(Albertville)
D&S Lock & Key
by: Jonathan Bottomlee, John Morris, 
Abigail Cline
3rd: The Sand Mountain Reporter 
Extreme Concepts Christmas
by: Jonathan Bottomlee, John Morris, 
Abigail Cline

BEST CLASSIFIED 
DISPLAY AD
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Lawn Mower for sale
2nd: Shelby County Reporter
Birmingham Water Works career fair
3rd: Shelby County Reporter
Ace Hardware

BEST SIGNATURE PAGE
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Thompson
2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
Late-Night Shopping
by: Dee Ann Campbell
3rd: Shelby County Reporter
Veterans Day

BEST NICHE PUBLICATION
1st: Citizen of East Alabama 

(Phenix City)
Discover East Alabama
by: Bradley Beasley
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Visitor’s Guide
3rd: Shelby County Reporter
Profile

BEST USE OF HUMOR
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Lawn Mower For Sale
2nd: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
Gibson Body Shop
by: Dee Ann Campbell
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
Vulcan Mosquito

BEST PRESENTATION OF 
ONLINE ADVERTISING 
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
www.shelbycountyreporter.com
2nd: Citizen of East Alabama 
(Phenix City)
www.citizenofeastalabama.com
by: Bradley Beasley

BEST INNOVATIVE 
ONLINE ADVERTISING - 
SINGLE AD
1st: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Buck Creek Family Dental Back to School 
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
Home Plate Cooking Stop Worrying 
About Dinner
3rd: Shelby County Reporter
Buck Creek Family Dental Best Of

ONLINE REVENUE BUILDER
1st: The Choctaw Sun-Advocate 
(Gilbertown)
SunTV Football
by: Dee Ann Campbell
2nd: Shelby County Reporter 
(Columbiana)
Digital Subscriptions 
by: Meg Herndon
3rd: Shelby County Reporter 
Shelby County Reporter Daily Email

The Choctaw Sun-Advocate
Best Online Revnue Builder

Page 4B • The Choctaw Sun-Advocate • October 26, 2022 

HEALTH AND FITNESS

SUN 
TV

COMING UP on....

Patrician Academy  
vs 

Wilcox Academy

LIGHTS, CAMERA, FOOTBALL!

GOLD SPONSOR

First Down Sponsor

10,000 Hwy. 84 • Silas, AL 36919 
251-542-9969 • mdi_Karen@outlook .com

Touchdown Sponsor

GOLD SPONSOR

Log onto www.choctawsun.org 
and follow the SunTV Broadcast link

BRONZE SPONSOR

Friday • October 21

Choctaw County High 
vs  

University Charter 

Paid Advertisement by Brett Easterbrook Campaign,  
633 Escatawpa Road, Fruitdale, AL 36539

Butler and Gilbertown

Visit local branches in 
Butler and Gilbertown

On the Courthouse 
Square  
in Butler

Go visit Jess Allen 
in Butler for all your banking needs

40802 Hwy. 17 
Butler, AL 36904 

Office: 
205-459-2822 

Lanier 
Meador, 

owner 
Cell 205-604-8174

BRONZE SPONSOR

SHADY GROVE — The Kingdom Builders held a Breast Cancer Awareness event last Saturday at Shady Grove Park near 
Silas. The motto of the event was ‘Faith is Bigger than Fear’. Cancer survivors were honored for their struggles, and infor-
mation was provided to raise awareness for early detection. (Submitted photo)

‘Faith is bigger than Fear”

The Sand Mountain Reporter 
Best Original/Creative Idea

Shelby County Reporter 
Best Classified Display Ad
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Non-daily newspapers 4,001 circulation and above
Advertising Contest

DIVISION C Non-daily newspapers 4,001 circulation and above

ADVERTISING 
SWEEPSTAKES AWARD
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
2nd: The Greenville Standard
3rd: The Tallassee Tribune

BEST CLASSIFIED PAGE 
OR SECTION
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
2nd: The Tallassee Tribune
3rd: The Dadeville Record

BEST SINGLE AD 
1/2 PAGE & UNDER, 
BLACK & WHITE
1st: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Goat Man
by: Tammy Andrews
2nd: The Clay Times-Journal 
Wadley Depot
by: Tammy Andrews, Breanna Minter
3rd: The Luverne Journal
Barns and Bins
by: staff

BEST SINGLE AD 1/2 
PAGE & UNDER, COLOR
1st: The Dadeville Record
Tallapoosa Tourism
2nd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Huddleston first responder
by: Tammy Andrews
3rd: The Lowndes Signal (Ft. Deposit)
Blackbelt Unincorporated Waste Water 
Program

BEST SINGLE AD OVER 
1/2 PAGE, COLOR
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
Coosa Cleaver
by: Marilyn Hawkins
2nd: The Wetumpka Herald
Elmore Community Hospital
by: Marilyn Hawkins
3rd: The Dadeville Record
S&S Discount Tire Pros

BEST REGULARLY 
SCHEDULED SPECIAL 
SECTION
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
Letters to Santa
2nd: The Greenville Advocate
The Playbook
3rd: The Clay Times-Journal (Lineville)
Valentines-then and now

BEST ONE TIME SPECIAL 
SECTION
1st: The Greenville Advocate
Butler County Medical Resource Guide
2nd: The Observer (Opelika)
OHS Awards
by: Michelle Key
3rd: The Demopolis Times
Coloring for a Cause
by: Christi Kennedy

BEST IN-PAPER 
PROMOTION OF 
NEWSPAPER
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
Be A Paper Reader
by: Audra Spears
2nd: The Wetumpka Herald
We’re On Mobile Too!
by: Audra Spears

BEST ADVERTISING 
CAMPAIGN 
1st: The Luverne Journal
Crenshaw Community Hospital
2nd: The Luverne Journal
Need Braces?
3rd: The Greenville Advocate
GracePoint

BEST ORIGINAL/
CREATIVE IDEA
1st: The Luverne Journal
Snaps with Santa
2nd: The Lowndes Signal 
(Ft. Deposit)
Lowndes Academy

3rd: The Greenville Standard
Christmas Sale

BEST CLASSIFIED 
DISPLAY AD
1st: The Observer (Opelika)
Hanwha’s Hiring
by: Michelle Key
2nd: The Greenville Standard
Housemate Wanted
by: Bruce Branum
3rd: The Greenville Standard
Dental Assistant Wanted
by: Bruce Branum

BEST SIGNATURE PAGE
1st: The Demopolis Times
Veterans Day
by: Christi Kennedy
2nd: The Wetumpka Herald
Shelter Pets
by: Audra Spears, Marilyn Hawkins, 
Sheryl Jennings
3rd: The Luverne Journal
Flying Squadron

The Clay Times-Journal 
Best Single Ad 1/2 page 
and under, color

The Wetumpka Herald 
Best In-Paper Promotion 

of Newspaper

The WeTumpka herald TheWetumpkaHerald.com Wednesday, July 6, 2022 • Page  B3

Pet of the Week – Copper

Copper is a five-year old male 
Walker Hound, about 70 lbs.  Cop-
per is NOT a hunting coonhound 
as he would much prefer being 
on your couch in the A/C.  He is 
a wonderful dog, good with other 
dogs, loves kids, housetrained, 
bit of a puller on a leash but only 
because he wants to be INSIDE!  

Love big hounds but also want a 
house dog - Copper is your man!

Our adoption fees are $100 for 
dogs & $50 for cats under one-year-
old; cats over one-year-old can be 
adopted by approved adopters for 
a fee of their choosing.  This adop-
tion fee completely covers the man-
datory spay or neuter, basic immu-

nizations, de-worming, microchip, 
heartworm check for dogs, rabies 
vaccination if old enough, free 
health exam with your participating 
veterinarian.

If you are interested in meeting 
Copper or any of our pets, our first 
step is our Adoption Application 
you can do here:  https://elmorehu-

mane.org/adoption-application-on-
line-form2.html .  Once approved, 
we will coordinate with you to set 
up an appointment to meet & adopt.  

We are located at 255 Central 
Plank Road, Wetumpka, AL, 36092, 
our phone number is 334-567-3377 
and our website is www.elmorehu-
mane.org for more information.

Don’t Forget,
We’re On Mobile Too!
You can find all the 
most recent breaking 
news stories from 
Elmore County and the Elmore County and the 
River Region right 
in your back pocket!
Visit us at 
www.thewetumpkaherald.com

THE WETUMPKA HERALD
334-567-7811
300 Green Street, Wetumpka, AL

The Luverne Journal 
Best Advertising 
Campaign
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Advertising Contest

DIVISION D Non-daily newspapers 4,000 circulation and below

BEST NICHE 
PUBLICATION
1st: The Wetumpka Herald
Itsy the Elf & Friends Elf Adventures
by: Audra Spears, Marilyn Hawkins, 
Sheryl Jennings
2nd: Hartselle Enquirer
Hartselle Visitor Guide
3rd: The Greenville Advocate
Greenville Magazine 

BEST USE OF HUMOR
1st: The Greenville Advocate
Camellia Collision Center
2nd: The Greenville Standard
Stuckey’s Barber Shop
by: Bruce Branum
3rd: The Wetumpka Herald
Bell Family Chiropractic
by: Marilyn Hawkins

BEST PRESENTATION OF 
ONLINE ADVERTISING 
1st: The Tallassee Tribune
www.tallasseetribune.com
2nd: The Wetumpka Herald
www.thewetumpkaherald.com
3rd: The Greenville Standard
www.thegreenvillestandard.com

BEST INNOVATIVE 
ONLINE ADVERTISING - 
SINGLE AD
1st: The Greenville Standard
The Greenville Standard
by: Bruce Branum
2nd: The Wetumpka Herald
Wexford Health
3rd: The Wetumpka Herald
1220 Cafe

ADVERTISING 
SWEEPSTAKES AWARD
1st: Vestavia Voice
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)

BEST CLASSIFIED PAGE 
OR SECTION
1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)

BEST SINGLE AD 1/2 
PAGE & UNDER, BLACK 
& WHITE
1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
The Fret Shop
by: Donna Counts, Rhonda Stennett

BEST SINGLE AD 1/2 
PAGE & UNDER, COLOR
1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Meyer and Lee
by: Donna Counts, Rhonda Stennett
2nd: Vestavia Voice
Ambrose Design & Remodeling LLC
by: Ted Perry

BEST SINGLE AD OVER 
1/2 PAGE, COLOR
1st: Vestavia Voice
Kaffeeplas
by: Ted Perry
2nd: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Gibson’s Bar-B-Q
by: Donna Counts, Rhonda Stennett

BEST REGULARLY 
SCHEDULED SPECIAL 
SECTION
1st: Vestavia Voice
Women in Business

BEST ONE TIME SPECIAL 
SECTION
1st: Vestavia Voice
280 Living Real Estate Guide

BEST IN-PAPER 
PROMOTION OF 
NEWSPAPER
1st: Vestavia Voice
Football Sponsorship
by: Emily VanderMey

BEST ADVERTISING 
CAMPAIGN 
1st: Vestavia Voice
Vulcan Termite
by: Emily VanderMey

BEST ORIGINAL/
CREATIVE IDEA
1st: Vestavia Voice
flip-flops and what nots
by: Emily VanderMey

BEST SIGNATURE PAGE
1st: The Redstone Rocket (Huntsville)
Restaurant page
by: Donna Counts, Rhonda Stennett

BEST NICHE 
PUBLICATION
1st: Vestavia Voice
Under the Lights-High School 
Football Preview
by: Kyle Parmley, Ted Perry, 
Erin Nelson

BEST USE OF 
HUMOR
1st: Vestavia Voice
Joe Falconer Realtysouth
by: Ted Perry

Vestavia Voice- Best Single Ad 1/2 page & under, color

Stumped for what to get for two special people?

Give the gift that gives 52 weeks a year.Give the gift that gives 52 weeks a year.
Buy a new one year subscription at regular Buy a new one year subscription at regular 

price and get a second subscription for free.price and get a second subscription for free.
Offer is good through January 4, 2022.Offer is good through January 4, 2022.

We got you covered.

Call 334-371-9900

The Greenville Standard
Best Original/Creative Idea

The Hartselle Enquirer
Best Niche Publication

Ambrose Design & Remodeling LLC

ambrose-design.com  |  (256) 867-8679  |  AmbroseDesign@icloud.com

creating & transforming 
spaces for better living

Let us take the stress out of home remodeling
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Magazine Contest

DIVISION M Associate Member Magazines 
Active Member Newspaper Affiliated and Non-Affiliated

MAGAZINE OF THE YEAR 
1st: Vestavia Hills Magazine
2nd: Huntsville Magazine
3rd: Jackson Magazine

BEST SINGLE FEATURE 
STORY 
1st: Mountain Brook Magazine 
Meet Two-Lap Cap
by: Rick Lewis, Evelyn Adams
2nd: Jackson Magazine
Sleep in Heavenly Peace
by: Danielle Kirkland, Elizabeth Law
3rd: Live Lee (Opelika)
Crafting Something Good
by: Hannah Lester

BEST PERSONALITY 
PROFILE 
1st: Live Lee (Opelika)
Merry and Bright
by: Kendyl Hollingsworth
2nd: Huntsville Magazine
The Grammy Award-Winning Kelvin 
Wooten
by: Cameron Cook, Takara Swoopes, 
Dokk Savage
3rd: Lake Martin Living
Longineau Parsons
by: Betsy Iler

BEST BUSINESS FEATURE
1st: Huntsville Magazine
The stars align for Huntsville’s Orion 
amphitheater
by: Erin Coggins
2nd: Vestavia Hills Magazine
Evoking Emotion
by: Michelle Love, Blair Ramsey
3rd: Community Matters (Cullman)
Marigold Moon
by: Sara Gladney

BEST PHOTO ESSAY 
1st: Homewood Life Magazine
The Cutting Edge
2nd: Vestavia Hills Magazine
The Force is Strong
3rd: Vestavia Hills Magazine
Spark of an Idea
by: Lauren H. Dowdle, Blair Ramsey

BEST SINGLE 
PHOTOGRAPH 
1st: Jackson Magazine
Sunset
by: Kevin Terrell

2nd: Huntsville Magazine
Chef James Boyce Feels at Home at 
Cotton Row
by: Dokk Savage
3rd: Homewood Life Magazine
The Cutting Edge

BEST INDIVIDUAL 
WEBSITE 
1st: Huntsville Magazine
www.huntsvillemagazine.com
by: Takara Swoopes, CJ Byrd
2nd: Birmingham Parent
www.birminghamparent.com
by: Tom Gonzales, Carol Muse Evans 
3rd: Lake Magazine (Lake Martin)
www.lakemagazine.life
by: Angela Mullins, Audra Spears

BEST SINGLE AD 
1st: Vestavia Hills Magazine
Mantooth Interiors
2nd: Community Matters (Cullman)
Winter Wonderland
by: Janet Chandler, Dustin Isom
3rd: Cullman magazine 
Coca-Cola
by: Cullman Design Team

BEST ADVERTISING 
CAMPAIGN OR SERIES 
1st: DeKalb Living
First State Bank
by: Linda Stiefel, Emily Wooten
2nd: Live Lee (Opelika)
Glynn Smith Chevrolet
by: Michelle Key
3rd: Vestavia Hills Magazine
Village Drug Co.

BEST HOUSE AD OR 
SELF-PROMOTION 
1st: Jackson Magazine
6 Issues a Year
by: Elizabeth Law
2nd: DeKalb Living
Bridal
by: Emily Wooten
3rd: Community Matters (Cullman)
Subscribe Today
by: Dustin Isom

BEST OVERALL DESIGN 
1st: Huntsville Magazine
by: Takara Swoopes, CJ Byrd
2nd: Vestavia Hills Magazine
3rd: Cullman magazine 
by: Kayla Harrison

BEST COVER PHOTO OR 
ILLUSTRATION 
1st: Lake Magazine (Lake Martin)
Easy Rider
by: Kenneth Boone
2nd: Lake Magazine (Lake Martin)
John Thompson
by: Kenneth Boone
3rd: Live Lee (Opelika)
A Year to Remember
by: John Pyles, Hannah Lester, Michelle Key

BEST THEMED ISSUE 
1st: Jackson Magazine
The Wedding Issue
2nd: Cullman magazine 
Holiday
3rd: Lake Magazine (Lake Martin)
Swimsuit & Lifestyle Issue
by: Kenneth Boone, Betsy Iler, Audra 
Spears

BEST TRAVEL FEATURE 
1st: Live Lee (Opelika)
Signed, Sealed, Delivered
by: Kendyl Hollingsworth
2nd: Lake Magazine (Lake Martin)
Celebrate at the lake
by: Breanna Manley, Betsy Iler, Audra 
Spears
3rd: Vestavia Hills Magazine
Chattanooga Like a Local
by: Christiana Roussel

BEST CULINARY 
FEATURE 
1st: Vestavia Hills Magazine
Hometown Flavors
by: Elizabeth Sturgeon, Keith McCoy
2nd: Vestavia Hills Magazine
Pinks ‘N Sweets
by: Madoline Markham, Mary Fehr
3rd: Vestavia Hills Magazine
Pour Forth
by: Elizabeth Sturgeon, Blair Ramsey

Back cover Front cover with white knockout box

OUR ANNUAL HOLIDAY GIFT GUIDE  •  THE BIRMINGHAM SCHOOL OF MUSIC  •  CLASSIC CRESCENT CITY

JEDI
THE RISE OF GRANT 

FEELY’S STARDOM

THE PRESIDENT’S 
MANSION

INSIDE THE LEGACY 
LEAGUE’S HOME TOUR

DISHIN’ OUT 
THE CLASSICS

DAVENPORT’S PIZZA 
NOW OPEN IN VESTAVIA 

WINTER 2022
VestaviaHillsMagazine.com

Volume Six | Issue Four
$4.95
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Howard

INSIDE 
DOWNTOWN'S  
CATACOMB 435

BULLET & BARREL
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Autumn

FIVE-STAR
Indoor Shooting Range
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Advertising Contest

DIVISION E Associate Member Newspapers and 
Active Member affiliate/free circulation products.

• Set aside copies of your best 2023 work now!

• When ready to submit entries in contest portal, check that entry 
titles and bylines are entered correct.

• Be sure you are submitting entries considering the category 
description and guidelines.

• Remember that General Excellence and Advertising Excellence 
are categories that consider points from other categories - the 
more categories won, the higher points towards GE and AE.

• Many entries require the use of a paywall. Consider uploading 
a pdf or other version instead or in addition to. Some categories 
have over 20 entries and for judges, it can be tedious to have to 
log in to 20+ newspaper websites.

TIPS FOR 
SUCCESS


